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INTRODUCTION. 



When a Cadet in the profession, I was 
present at the placing of the first stone of 
the Auction Mart, and hailed it as the har^ 
Linger of the day that would obliterate 
the vulgar prejudices then existing against a 
system too generally considered based upon 
misrepresentatipn and extravagance; By 
concentrating our proceedings, and uniting 
in one common object, I anticipated a grow- 
ing importance to our transactions ; and I was 
not deceived, until a new planet appeared 
which has once more travestied our pursuits» 
and again given to the public mind an uij- 
^ favourable direction. 

What ancient sage or modern prodigy this 
author has selected for the model of his 

*' Wild and wond^rous prose " 
is perhaps immaterial, nor will it much pro- 
mote the cause of literature to inquire ; but 
let it be sublime, or let it be insufferable 
hyperbole, say its admirers, it answers the 
purpose, brings customers, and engages the 
public attention, the very absurdity recom- 
mends it ; why the same may be observed of 
a successful pirate, a fortunate gamester, 0f 

B 
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11 INTRODUCTION. 

Dr. Brodum^ or any other impudent Quack, 
but doe8 it exalt the character of the indivi- 
dual, or add dignity to the profession of which 
he is a member ? A jest book is very enter- 
taining, but not at all times appropriate;, 
Bedford's imitations may be very popular and 
full of humour, but they are unquestionably 
extremely vulgar; a v^orthless commodity 
may be enveloped in tinsel, and made to 
represent an inestimable jewel, but will that 

apologize for the deception? Abernethy'a 

eccentricities dimmed the lustre of an honour- 
able name* 

When Mr. Langford was the subject of 
dramatic jest, our functions were circum- 
scribed ; when the elder Christie amused the 
public, he performed his part with elegance, 
and whilst indulging in singularity and hu- 
mour never forgot the deportment of a gen- 
tleman, but the modern topographer alluded 
to, who at a word can metamorphose mouse- 
traps into palaces, and bulrushes into 
stately forests. 

At whose command although unseen before, 
O'er coral rocks the silver waters roar, 

with a pathos, unrivalled in classic theme or 
modern song, revels in the exuberance of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INTRODtJCTION. JU 

nonsense, and elaborates in the confusion of 
imagination. 

Whate'er^s deficient qnickly he provides^ 

Turns wastes and wilds to Babylonian Gardend^ 

His bold unfettered Pegasus bestrides^ 
And swells to pounds whf^t is jiot wqrthfivefardens / 

Without ostentation it may be affirmedjj 
that as the higher departments of our pro-» 
fession become developed, they present aii 
extensive field for observation and talent^ 
To say that an Auctioneer requires a high 
classical education may sound hyperbolical, 
but there is no description of property, no 
production of nature, no work of art, and no 
specimen of science upon which he may not 
occasionally be required to deliver an opinion ; 
familiarity with ancient and modem liter- 
ature, profane and scriptural history, and 
the impressive scenery which the artist 
borrows from the poet and historian, are 
therefore indispensable to a mind laudably 
ambitious; indeed so varied and ramified 
are his pursuits, that it is impracticable to 
reduce them to a system ; whilst others busy 
themselves in mechanical operations and 
laborious details, the eye of an Auctioneerby 
practice and experience enables him to overr, 
step the trammels of rudimental education, 
and brings him with facility to prompt and 
p2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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correct results. His operations are unlimited^ 
his path undefined ; principalities and palaces, 
lands and houses, regalias and trinkets, gal- 
leries, museums, libraries, cabinets, the lux- 
uries of life, implements of labour, relics of 
antiquity, the perishables of fashion, the 
mass or the fragment indiscriminately claim 
his attention. A love of antiquarian lore and 
virtu, something beyond the rudiments of 
geology, and a very large share of the science 
of agriculture, are elements which a zealous 
agent must seek and covet, or he will essay 
in vain to reach the summit of his hopes. 

There is no profession so little understood,, 
particularly by the gentlemen of the long 
robe as that of an Auctioneer. I have heard 
many learned individuals both at the bar and 
in private conversation, express themselves 
on this subject with an ignorance of facts, 
and a disregard of justice quite inconceivable. 
No less than forty-five millions sterling of real 
and personal property, are annually brought 
to the hammer, exclusive of colonial pro- 
ductions and general merchandize ; an Auc- 
tioneer therefore consumes probably as much 
of *' midnight oil" as any modern philoso- 
pher, his intellectual exertions are as great, 
his physical labour as severe, the ever varying 
character of his operations are perplexing, and 
his consumption of time commensurate. 
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TThe remarks and commentaries contained 
in the following pages, will elucidate in what 
manner the author has mingled recreation 
with business. Theories are an easy acqui- 
sition even with very moderate ability, and 
in cases where rules and standards, and con- 
ventional signs are admitted, the details are 
to be accomplished not without labour but 
with common perseverance ; where however 
much rests upon opinion, where peculiar 
avenues are to be opened, and new paths 
explored, the agent must find resources within 
his own mind; more is requisite than a jour- 
ney in the sun-shine of May, or a talent for 
those amusing descriptions with wiiich an 
excursive fancy strains itself to decorate an 
unmarketable commodity. 

Not only does the geological construction 
of every county in England vary, but soil 
of the same quality differs in value according 
to its local position; systems of agriculture 
are as numerous as geographical divisions, 
modes of culture are governed by invete- 
rate habits and incontrovertible pertinacity, 
breeding of cattle by caprice and obstinacy ; 
the same atmospheric combinations which 
constitute the harbingers of plenty in one 
instance, will reduce to a desert the operations 
of husbandry in fields adjacent; one indi- 
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Vidual will make ** the barren wilderness to 
smile ; " another, with all the bounty of provi- 
dence around him, will betray the melancholy 
effects of ignorance and indolence. To detect 
foibles, suggest improvements, and excite 
*^ talents hid In a napkin '' are conse- 
quently important qualifications for an Auc- 
tioneer^ 

Some apology will be necessary for the 
'* Recollections and Epitomes'' which follow; 
it must be borne in mind that they are the 
results of a long period^ consequently many 
objects referred to, may no longer exist ; ap- 
pearances may be totally changed, circum- 
stances reversed^ habits corrected, systems 
superseded^ prejudices eradicated; I repre- 
sent only what I have seen ; many of my 
conclusions are referable to periods now re- 
mote, and calculations are made upon data 
probably now obsolete* 

t should be much gratified if the pleasure I 
liave derived during the numerous excursions 
of which these pages form the reminiscence, 
could promote in my readers a taste for anti- 
quity^ and a desire to visit the secluded 
liamlets^ the smiling valleys, and romantic 
beauties of their native land, render them 
femiliar with the prosperity and resources of 
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the kingdom, s^nd inspire them with a love of 
home ; a land containing within itself, al- 
though the features may be subdued and 
mitigated, superb specimens of the finest 
scenery in the world, accompanied with man- 
ners civilized, hospitality unbounded, and re- 
collections most thrillingly interesting* There 
is scarcely a village fane which does not 
rise over some memorial of which Englishmen 
may be proud, some relic which as Chris- 
tians we are bound to cherish, the dust of 
heroes slain for our liberties, the blood of 
martyrs shed for our religion, tombs of the 
virtuous^ the benevolent, the wise, and the 
good, who have fallen in the many changes 
and the many struggles that dignify the annals 
of a nation always great and enviable, always 
powerful and singularly favoured of heaven. 
I follow no systematic course — but copy 
accidentally from my notes made at very 
distant periods as business gave me opportu- 
nity, in all seasons and in many humours, in 
solitude and in society, in coaches and in 
cofiee rooms, in my bed chamber after long ^ 
fatiguing days, or at the breakfast table be- 
fore the toils of duty commenced. 

I am no inveterate antiquary, but an 
humble admirer of whatever is ancient and 
curipus,. more probably from the associations 
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inspired by the mementos of past ages, than 
devotion to objects garmented in the dust of 
ages and corroded by time ; without these 
sympathies the zest of romantic wandering is 
lost. 

Traces of our painted forefathers, of tlie 
Druids, the Romans, the Danes, the Saxons 
and the Normans, are all distinctly visible 
from one end of the kingdom to the other ; 
and it requires no very severe stretch of the 
imagination, to follow the footsteps of the 
conqueror and the conquered who figure in 
our chrt>nicles, from the simplest earthworks 
which crown the mountains, to the stupendous 
castles of our last invaders ; from the naked 
Pict to the Baroti *♦ cased in his iron 
panoply;** and in filling up the details of this 
picture, in reanimating fields of battle^ in 
repeopling the halls of chivalry, mixing in 
imagination with the pageants and proces- 
sions of by-gone days, consists much of the 
charm which has sweetened a tolerably long 
life. 

By those who at home read only with a 
cold heart and torpid imagination^ of the 
remorseless mandates by which profligate 
and covetous men indulged their worst pas- 
sions, the loss to science and the arts by the 
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indiscriminate desecration of the monastic 
institutions cannot be estimated; but when 
the deep interest inspired by personal exami- 
nation of the venerated ruins which still 
illustrate their historical existence, penetrates 
the seclusion of the library, the feelings of 
the antiquary as he surveys the deserted 
altar, the broken column, the shattered 
tower, and the grass grown cloister, will find 
a ready apology : Idols, images, crucifixes, 
and other instruments of imposture, it were 
well to sweep away, pulverize, and cast 
impalpable upon the passing breeze; but that 
the temples which for ages had been conse- 
crated to the praise of God, the effigies of 
illustrious men of whom the national annals 
are proud, the monuments of those whom 
their country revered, and of whom to cherish 
a remembrance is grateful and edifying, the 
inestimable conceptions of genius, works of 
unrivalled and forgotten art, the excellence 
of mortal hands and the triumphs of human 
skill, should in the headlong zeal for a new 
doctrine, or the momentary whim of a capri- 
cious mind, be overwhelmed with a haste and 
fury which neither time nor treasure can 
redeem; and that no influential arm should 
have been stretched forth to avert a sentence 
so unmitigated, must as long as a vestige 
remain of what was once so holy upon earth, 
continue a source of painful lamentation. 
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Oft have I ridden many many miles to 
admire a fine old hero stretched upon his 
monument in the panoply he wore, and the 
arms he wielded in Palestine, at Cressy or in 
Flodden Field ; or to view the tattered ban- 
ners which had led the way to victory at 
Ascalon, Poictiers, and Agincourt. The 
corroded helms, the faded plumes^ the worm 
eaten shields and tarnished bawdricks 
which are still suspended in many parish 
churches little known to history or to 
fame, fix me as by enchantment to the spot 
where may yet be identified the honoured 
resting place of those who bore them in " the 
heady fight/' 

This predilection for relics imparted an 
interest to the remotest village spire, and in 
the indulgence of it I have discovered me- 
mentos in the most retired parts of the king- 
dom, of long lines of warriors ; some, con- 
tiguous to the brave fought fields in which 
they fell, others in spots far from the 
pomps and vanities of life, for which the 
appetite had subsided, or the conscience had 
been reminded that there was ^^ another and 
a better world," which it was time to seek. 

First impressions create doubts how tombs 
of an elaborate character should have found 
a place so remote from ^* the busy hum of 
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hien" as in very many instances we discover 
them; but upon enquiry we find that vestiges 
of baronial halls or family seats are still ex- 
tant in the vicinity ; or in the absence of such 
evidence, a Saxon arch or a Norman but- 
tressy an Elizabethan portico, the dilapidated 
moat, the terrace, the stew ponds, the 
dove cote, the fine old crested pillars of the 
ancient gateway, the formal yew hedge, 
the *^ kneeling negro with his load of time," 
or some such objects of recognition of the 
abandoned seat of former grandeur, will lend 
their aid to unravel the mystery. 

** A little learning is a dangerous thing/* 
so says the poet, and there may be much 
truth in the observation; but a slight libation 
from the numerous fountains of knowledge is 
sufficient for the courtier, the man of plea- 
sure, and the traveller whose studies are 
directed more to the surface, than the unseen 
depths of science, and the abstract problems of 
philosophy. Thus an acquaintance with mo- 
nastic legends and ancient lore, the rudiments 
of architecture and the fine arts, a moderate 
knowledge of heraldry, good store of dates 
and chronology, a cultivated taste, with the 
attributes of heathen mythology, adequately 
accomplish the individual who seeks rather 
casual indulgence, than profound research 
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and a qualification for tlie society of anti- 
quaries. 

A reasonable familiarity with Go ugh, 
Camden, Grose and Britton, will enable a 
man without a university education, to retain 
in his mind a vocabulary that will pass him 
with cicerones, vergers, parish clerks and cas- 
tellans for a magician or one of the wise men 
of Gotham at least ; for example — 

The weapons and implements of the Cel- 
tic Britons are all of bone or flint, these will 
carry us back so far as sixteen centuries 
below the christian era. 

The Phoenicians introduced brass, and 
instruments of this character will fill up 
about three centuries prior to the invasion of 
Julius Caesar. 

The relics of these distant generations are 
confined to, celts, arrow heads, sepulchral 
urns, hammers and drinking cups of rude 
workmanship. 

The Romans occupied the island from four 
to five hundred years, and brought with them 
arts, as well as arms; the latter are readily 
distinguished from their superior workman- 
ship and elegant forms, and comprise helmets, 
spear heads, shields, swords, and other wea- 
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pons, paterae, fibulae, lachrymatories, &c. also 
mark this period, in all of which iron prevails. 
These are abstracted from druidical circles, 
tumuli, barrows, cromlechs, and castraoie- 
tations. 

Barrows may be traced to the days of 
Troy, and are found of five distinct spepies in 
this kingdom; the most ancient, and the 
investigation of which has yielded little to 
excuse the sacrilege, are of three classes; 
oblong, similar to modern church yard graves, 
bowl-shaped, and bell-shaped ; the druidical 
or circular, inclosed by a ditch or vallum; the 
fifth are cairns, being formed of stones. 

Stone coffins, sarcophagi, with glass ves- 
sels and conservatives, identify a more im- 
proved era. 

Conical or Saxon barrows, advance us 
three centuries, that is to say eight hundred 
years in the christian era, and by impercep- 
tible degrees we approach the practice still 
prevailing, accompanied by pickles, serecloth, 
embalming, aromatics and a variety of con- 
trivances for resisting decomposition ; and are 
ultimately introduced to those tombs and me- 
morials which now excite so much interest. 

The earliest tombs extant are of the 
Eleventh Century, beginning with thecon- 
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quest ; the most ancient are what are termed 
coped or prismatic^ resembling the roof of a 
house and without inscriptions. 

In the Twelfth Century sculptured slabs 
with inscriptions round the verge were intro- 
duced, and towards the close of it those beau^ 
tiful effigies we now find in armour. This 
was the romantic age of Richard Coeur de 
Lion, and a Knight, more especially a Cru- 
sader, never fell in battle, or died during the 
performance of his vow, but was honoured by 
such a testimonial. Where inscriptions are 
wanting, dates are correctly supplied by the 
arms ; at this period we have the hawberk and 
hood of male^ chausses, asurcoat, long heater 
shaped shields, with the sword on the right 
side and cylindrical helmet. 

In the Thirteenth Century we find our 
heroes upon tombs nearly level with the 
floor, beneath recesses or niches more or less 
ornamented; the hawberk now covered the 
.whole body to the knees, the arms, and the 
hands; the head was inclosed in a hood of 
the same description ; the thighs and legs in 
chausses, also corresponding, but sometimes 
in breeches and hose ; the surcoat was long, 
without sleeves, rather flowing, and confined 
by a girdle ; the shield shaped as before^ but 
dimiijisbed in longitude and covered with ar- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INTRODUCTION, XV 

morial bearings ; and spurs appear for the first 
time ; the haketon was also introduced, and 
poleyns or knee caps of plate ; the attitude 
with crossed legs is arbitrary, and has nothing 
to do with Palestine, or the holy sepulchre, 
the taste for pilgrimage or the vow of absti- 
nence. 

With the Fourteenth Century came 
brasses, a less expensive but exceedingly 
beautiful and correct mode of delineating por- 
traits and costumes. Tombs were also highly 
enriched with sculpture, canopies and pinna- 
cles ; the only improvement in armour early in 
this age was the substitution of the basinet for 
the hood of mail, but towards its close, many 
alterations were adopted ; plates of iron and 
steel, superseded chain armour for the limbs, 
the camail was added, uniting the hawberk 
and the basinet ; brassarts, elbow plates, gaunt- 
lets, genouilleres or knee caps, greaves for 
the legs, lames for the insteps, and rowels 
displaced the butchering prick spur ; the cy- 
clas succeeded the surcoat ; a change rather in 
texture than in form or utility ; the exquisites 
of the day also adopted richly ornamented 
bawdricks, epaulieres, the vambrace, cuissetts, 
j ambers, gussets^ soUerets^ and other minutiae. 

In the Fifteenth Century the splendour 
attending the obsequies of the dead was only 
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exceeded by the magnificence and costly cha- 
racter of the monuments ; chantries and se- 
pulchral chapels inclosing tombs, with altars, 
piscinas, and other requisites for catholic 
worship originated at this period ; and forget- 
ting the superstitions which dictated the mis- 
appropriation of so much wealth, the ^* dim 
religious light" that reigns within them, 
produces a spiritual mindedness and strong 
devotional feeling. But what is surprising, 
with so much to admire came also those offen- 
sive monuments exhibiting the disgusting pro- 
gress of decomposition where the attenuated 
corpse, 

" yet but green in earth. 



lies festering in its shroud;-' 

so prominently displayed in our cathedrals as 
subjects of edification. 

Armour also exhibits many alterations ; 
gorgets, cuirasses, back plates, cuffed gaunt- 
lets and pauldrons, all of plate finely ena- 
melled, and set with precious stones ; collars 
and mantles of knighthood, likewise appear, 
and gorgeous sword belts crossing the loins 
horizontally ; the bare head resting on the 
tilting helmet and crest, instead of being 
cased in the war helmet and vizor, is also 
peculiar to this period. 
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The Grecian Orders were revived in the 
Sixteenth Century, and led to those incon- 
gruities which followed the destruction of the 
Monasteries, and to what we terra the Tudor 
and Elizabethan style, which so distinctly 
mark the times, and are so familiar to us all 
that it is needless to dwell upon them ; reduced 
in such hands as Mr. Barry's to proper prin- 
ciples^ they doubtless admit of infinite beauty, 
as the embrio which begins to develope the 
taste, grace, and splendour worthy of a throne 
and senate, will doubtless in due time render 
sufficiently apparent, to the great adornment 
of the metropolis, and the immortal honour 
of the most esteemed and accomplished ar- 
chitect of the Victorian Age. 

This brief vocabulary I flatter myself will 
enable a casual observer, without any very 
serious moral impropriety to 

" Feign a virtue tho^ he have it not.'' 

and thereby check that annoying babble 
which all conductors devote to curious visitors. 

No Section of the world of comparative 
extent, can display such a profusion of feu-- 
dal and ecclesiastical remains as the Isles 
of Britain. With theConquererand his folio w- 

c 
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ers castle building was a mania and a 
fashion, and during several centuries suc- 
ceeding the Norman Invasidn, superstition 
reigned triumphant ; but Stephen and Maud 
to repress the inconvenient zeal and vacilla- 
ting loyalty of their adherents, demolished 
many hundred fortresses, Cromwell adopted 
the same policy, and the flagrant passions 
of Henry VIII. swept away innumerable 
edifices which were the pride of Christendom. 
Traces of a large prft^portion 6f these extensive 
wrecks of ancient art stnd scientific beauty 
still survive, and present not objects of admi- 
ration only, but eloquent lessqns for instruc- 
tion and deep meditation. 

In the iron ages when w^r was the only pas- 
time of princes, and martial exploits the sole 
virtue of mankind, the feudal keep formed a 
liucleus round which thevaSsallage clustered 
for protection from hostile chiefs and lawless 
brigands; whilst the ftfrest and the waste 
prevailed, every cfciurch tower constituted a 
landmark for the surrounding district, the 
monastic institutions provided the only prac- 
tical agriculturists, and were the sanctuaries 
in which the relics of ancient literature* 
were preserved, ultimately to emancipate the 
human mind from the double despotism of the 
&word and the cowl. 
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With such precious mementos this kingdom 
is yet covered, but the impenetrable forest has 
disappeared ; the trackless wild has lost its 
perils, the dungeon and the cloister serve only 
ias the basis for romantic fables^ and thd 
lovely fields around them are the cherished 
scenes for recreation and delight. Chivalry 
gave to the tender sex its exalted and proper 
station amongst us; all it has lert behind 
consequently demands our respect. The 
Monks fostered learning, and for many cen- 
turies were the only instructors of youth, we 
should therefore keep in remembrance these 
benefits when we visit their now desolate 
mansions^ 

I have never been accustomed, (to use a 
Vulgar expression,) to inquire for '*TheLions," 
but preferred seeking them in their seclusions^ 
their ivy-mantled dwellings and mOss grown 
paths. From every market cross and the skirts 
of every town, delightful paths radiiatie into 
the neighbouring hamlets and rural recesses ; 
in these like a knight errant I have sought 
adventures^ and have seldom experienced dis- 
appointment ; a Saxon Arch, an Elizabethan 
Porch, a morsel in the fine old Tudor taste, 
amply repaid an evening's ramble — 

" Over hill over dale, over park over pale/' 
C 2 
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Upon the eve of a journey it has been 
my practice to refer to the treasures of 
•* the locality" whither my travels were to 
lead me ; and to contemplate in their exami- 
nation the pleasure in store when the labour 
of the dav should have terminated. Thus I 
had always in perspective, a cathedral, a 
castle, a monastery, a camp, a tomb, or 
some other relic of times past ; and there is 
scarcely a steeple shoots up to heaven, or an 
object worthy of topographical record, which 
my professional excursions have notbrought 
within a pleasant walk. The most useful 
companions on these occasions, and which I 
here gratefully acknowledge and recommend, 
have been Bloxams Glimpse at Monumental 
Architecture, l^oids History arid Analysis of 
Architecture, and the Glossary of Architec- 
ture; they are well illustrated and very 
portable. 

If in this preface, or the succeeding pages, 
1 have expressed myself offensively towards 
any individual, or if my humour occasionally 
t^ssume the character of censure, such are 
not my intentions, and I recal the sentiments; 
tny hours of relaxation being usually passed 
in my library, scribbling has become a habit, 
?ind I have fallen into authprship from the 
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amusement which revival of by-gone days 
and incidents has aftbrded me, rather than 
from vanity or a desire of literary fame. 
That my work will become a text book I do 
not anticipate, but if received as it is intended^ 
a tribute of respect to my fellow labourers in 
the vineyard after a forty years pilgrimage, 
I shall have accomplished the summit of 
my hopes. 

A Veteran. 
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TOPOGRAPHJCAL RECOLLECTIONS, 



In the much defamed County of Essex I 
gleaned the first rudiments of my professional 
education^ and as early impressions are the 
most durable, I still feel a strong predilec- 
tion for the pleasant sunny vales, primrose 
banks, and shady dingles, where the careless 
years of youth passed merrily along. 

In the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
Wanstead House displayed all the splendour 
which the Childs^ the Tilneys, and the 
Longs, had lavished upon a Palace fit for the 
repose of royal and gentle blood ; little did 
I dream that in one quarter of a century, 
I should see its proud columns prostrate in 
the dust, its decorations annihilated, iti^ 
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pictures and sculptures, distributed by the 
" magic of the hammer ;" at one period a de- 
serted mansion, at another a refuge for exiled 
Princes ! a brief space polluted by riot and 
profligacy, ultimately its foundations razed, 
its terraces its lawns and gardens swept 
away, its stately groves and avenues remorse- 
lessly destroyed, and myself, officiating at 
the sad catastrophe. Such however were its 
short and painful annals, and except the 
grotto, not one stone now remains upon 
another. 

This palace designed to stand for ages, and 
upon which time had made no inroads, was re* 
moved by the approbation of the Lord Chan- 
cellor of England, when little more than one 
hundred winters had passed over it; when 
its features were just mellowed, its woods and 
plantations in full luxuriance, and all around 
it, smiling in perfection. Wanstead House 
was the most attractive object near London, 
and a national ornament. It is to be la- 
mented that none of the establishments of 
Government could have availed themselves of 
so splendid an edifice, or in an era when 
education and science were making gigantic 
strides, that no ingenuity had suggested its 
appropriate application. On the contrary^ 
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it seemed to fall without an effort to rescue 
it, without regret and without remorse ; as if 
its youth and beauty had left no impression; 
Probably had masses of ivy hugged it to its 
ruin, had war and desolation mutilated its 
walls, its oaks been gnarled with age, and 
riven by the tem])est, the useless relics would 
have excited commiseration, and memorials 
to sustain the tottering fabric would have 
assailed the Woolsack and the Throne ; but 
Wanstead is no more, and it were idle to 
dwell upon what has been and never can 
return. 

I was familiar with every little bower and 
secluded avenue, knew where its blossoms 
were fairest, the fruits choicest ; could 
thread the mazes of its delightful foliage and 
exotic gardens, its limpid waters and its 
verdant lawns ; all which I have visited at 
dawn and sunset, in meridian day and at the 
midnight hour. 

Notwithstanding the proverbial insalubrity 
of its temperature, Essex possessed its share 
of regal and baronial splendour, and ecclesi- 
astical favour. Out of twelve castles, four 
were royal residences, and there were forty- 
eeven religious houses, preceptories, and hos- 
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pitals. Whether owing to the extravagant zeal 
of its own population, its annals do not tell ; 
but in no county in the kingdom, are such 
meagre vestiges of antiquity discoverable. 
The prejudices before mentioned seem to have 
driven Literature and the Arts from its borders, 
the mansionsof its Aristocracy are fast vanish- 
ing from its surface, its parks are traversed 
by the reckless plough, its groves resound to 
the woodman's stroke, and " Speed the Plough" 
and the plough only appears to be the domir 
nant principle from the nursery to the grave. 

Colchester was undoubtedly one of the most 
important of the Roman Stations. The Npr- 
man Conqueror ruled it with a rod of iron, 
and the wars of York and Lancaster, the 
Cavaliers and Parliamentarians, deluged it 
with blood; yet cabbages and coriander seen^ 
to have employed more of the attention of its 
denizens than the noble castle which once 
adorned it, and constituted the proud memo- 
rial of its fame. 

Upon one occasion as I stood in a contem- 
plative mood, admiring the sad remains of so 
many interesting scenes, an Aborigine from 
an adjacent farm accosted me with the excla- 
jtnation, ** Ah Sir ! it was cruel work when 
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them great Barons as they call em lived 
here/* true my friend I replied, but it's a pity 
for all that to see hogs and donkeys depastur- 
ing in their courts and gardens, and grubbing 
and kicking down their halls and chapels; 
'* Lord your honour what's the use on'em in 
these days ? I'd sooner see an acre of them 
ere sweeds any day than them 'ere towers 
and dungeons." Indeed said I, *' why yes 
Sir, them sweeds before you will carry a score 
d'fine wethers any month in the year, and 
please you to look at'em,but as for them flint 
walls you may look at 'em, and seek about 'em 
for ever and a day, before you find enough 
p'green for a garnish" — So much for taste. 

Hedingham Castle is a splendid specimen 
pf the fine old Norman Keep. At this hour 
the masonry is as perfect as at the conquest ; 
perpendicular, uncorroded, and even polished; 
the grooves of the portcullis, the loops and 
eyelet holes for the archers, the machicola- 
tions and the battlements are patterns for 
modern skill ; and it is withal curious as a 
work of art, ingenious as a place of defence, 
and interesting from its associations. In the 
church are some monuments of the early 
possessors of this castle ; some " shorn of 
their fair proportions ;" others, tolerably 
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perfect, with long lines of progeny ranged 
about them ; whilst above are suspended 
helmets, banners, and gauntlets, worn by 
those who lie beneath, and who will never 
more '* amaze the welkin with their broken 
staves/* 

Hadleig;h Castle fetands upon the north 
b^nk of the Thames ; and although it retains 
no memorials of those who once displayed 
within its halls the pomp of chivalry, there 
is the same outline of martial preparation 
and ancient grandeur, towers, bastions, 
ditches, courts and balliums, which no doubt 
have many tales to tell when the faculty of 
speech is awarded to them. 

These, and the old moated keep at Cla- 
vering, form the brief records of the castel- 
lated antiquities of Essex. There are how- 
ever many bther melnentos of ancient days, 
which the Romans, the Saxons, and the 
Danes have left behind them, to humble our 
pride, enlarge our instruction, and chastisfe 
our temerity ; lessons m hich teach us to pro- 
Vide for the hour of peril, however remote to 
our circumscribed knowledge it may appear. 

Danbury Hill which presents the finest 
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prospect in the county, is deeply indented 
with the earth works of our earliest invaders. 
At Harwich, on the Stour near Steeple Bum- 
stead, at Pleshy, Witham, Chesterford, and 
Dunmow, there are extensive remains of 
Roman fortifications. Besides which of more 
dubious origin are the Ambersbury Banks 
at Epping, the Pell Ditches at Saffron 
Waldeui the Barrow Hills at Rothamj the 
Walla Camp at Hallingbury, Blunts Walls 
near Billericay, the Intrenchments at Ongar, 
and the Bartlow Hills at Ashdon ; to each of 
which, traditions are attached which will give 
to your heroics ^* a local habitation and a 



name." 



Let us now proceed to more peaceable 
quarters ; Moulsham Hall has been the seat of 
the Mildmays since the early part of the twelfth 
century. The Old Manor House existing at the 
dissolution of Monasteries, was removed 
about the Seventeenth Century, and upon its 
extensive scite, the present mansion was 
erected. It is in the gloomy quadrangular 
style, loaded with armorial bearings, and 
statues of the heathen Gods ; the Architecture 
is Grecian, of the Ionic order, with a pedi- 
ment to each face ; the principal one being 
supported on pilasters; over which Apollo, 
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Diana, dnd Mercury, are "' sprawling intcf 
attitudes." Some handsome avenues adorn 
the park, which is otherwise finely timbered. 
The Mildmays have been valiant and pious 
from days of yore; Sir Thomas it is fair 
to presume built the Hall ; Sir Walter* 
founded Emanuel College, Cambridge ; of 
Sir Henry there is a remarkably correct por- 
traity but being ** represented as dead, and 
covered with a black velvet pall," I could 
form no opinion whether the family features 
prevailed. The brave Duke of Schomberg 
was closely allied to the Mildmays, and his 
portrait is much cherished by the family. A 
daughter of this ancient house was poisoned 
by King John, but many of its members have 
shared the royal favour, and enjoyed high 
sounding titles and rich dignities ; they now 
however lie in a promiscuous group, where 
rights and privileges cease, and where it 
matters not 

*' To whom related or by whom begot/^ 

Easton Hall the seat of Lord Maynardj 
from external appearance must have been 
erected about the same period, if not de- 
isigned by the^same architect as Holland 
House Kensington; it has the same lofty 
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cupolas at the angles, a belfry in the centre, 
ornamented gables, bay-windows, oriels, 
a diminutive portico, (a peculiar feature of that 
period,) the effect of which is very picturesque^ 
and to those who delight in such mementos a 
perfect Bijou. The Chapel is quite Collegiate 
and very beautiful, but the impressions which 
these baubles of our ancestors leave upon thei 
mind cannot be conveyed by description ; 
there are associations which no language can 
impart ; and emotions in pacing such edifices 
painfully agreeable, if such an expression 
can be tolerated ; I have felt and enjoyed 
them and do not envy those who cannot par- 
ticipate in tlve deep interest they excite. 

New Hall was one Of the Seats of Sir Tho- 
mas Boleyn, Father of Anne Boleyn; and sub- 
sequently to her marriage, her royal mate 
purchased, fembfellished, and re-christened it. 
Its chambers have often rang to his revelrieSj 
which were never remarkable for mute enjoy- 
ment; it has been graced by the presence of 
both Mary and Elizabeth, in my mind 
equally amiable in their peculiar way ; th^ 
celebrated Duke of Buckingham was once its 
owner ; and Oliver Cromwell when its reve- 
nues amounted to upwards of £1,200 a Year^ 
purchased it for a five shilling piece; if 
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crowns should be thus bartered who would be 
a king ! The next owner was General Monk 
the restorer of monarchy, who supported his 
Dukedom here with great splendour. Tt is 
now a Catholic Seminary, occupied by a 
colony of English Nuns, driven from France 
by Robespierre, and who have converted the 
great Hall into a catholic Chapel. Although 
the present building is extensive, it is but a 
remnant of the Beaulieu of Henry Vllt., a 
name too sublime ever to have been adopted 
by the simple folk of Essex. The front is 
cased in a sort of tessellated brick -work, 
with many bay-windows, a multitude of 
tall chimneys, a ah ! ah! and sweep in front, 
and altogether a very formal affair. 

Belhouse the Seat of Lord Dacre is appa- 
rently an Elizabethan Mansion new fronted 
in the castellated style ; rather unmeaning for 
domestic purposes, and rarely well executed ; 
this union of civil and military architecture is 
seldom more than a fantastical delusion, ^nd 
betrays more whim than taste, 

Faulkbourne Hall is excrescence upon ex* 
crescence since the days of King Stephen, 
and is therefore more venerable than harmo- 
nious in its details ! The present occupier is 
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however a man of some taste, and possessed 
a collection of pictures, to which are appended, 
and I believe with truth, the names of Michael 
Angelo, Vandyke, and other ancient and mo- 
dern masters ; it was formerly a Roman Villa, 
and had once a Norman Master, but the ex- 
isting owner, John Btillock^ is a veritable 
John Hull. 

Gosfield Hall has experienced many vicissi-^ 
tudes. 

" The house that many owners sbare> 
Will seldom know an owners care/' 

The Clares, the Veres^ Wentworths, GreySi 
Millingtons, Nugents,and Buckinghams have 
alternately been hailed its Lords ; from the 
latter it was transmitted a few years ago 
to plebeian hands; preparatory to which 
it was nearly dismantled of its furniture^ 
pictures, and movable decorations; The 
Tudor style of architecture is well repre- 
sented in the principal fronts but it is more 
sumptuous than graceful; we are pleased 
although we cannot admire; by which I 
mean that the eye is too soon corrected by 
the judgment to leave a lasting impression, 
and we are willing to forget what we feel to 

D 
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be inconsistent with good taste. There were 
many good pictures of many celebrated men, 
but they have marched they say to Stowe. I 
also sought with great avidity, an elaborately 
sculptured marble chimney-piece, represent- 
ing the Battle of Bosworth Field in high 
relief, with the distinguished armorial 
ensigns of the most conspicuous combatants 
in that memorable fight ; but that had also 
been captured and carried off, *' for Bucking- 
ham." The park boasts very fine timber and 
a splendid lake, and the whole domain has 
an air of princely grandeur. 

However covetous of time or urgent busi- 
ness^ Reader be not such a goth as to omit the 
first opportunity which offers itself for visiting 
Audley End. On the eastern side of the road 
from London to Cambridge, you will find a 
particular point when opposite the mansion, 
which will reveal it to the greatest advantage, 
grouped with the luxuriant foliage of the 
park; from which the splendid spire of 
Saffron Walden Church shoots up like a 
stately monument^ and backed by the adja- 
cent eminences imparts a Claude-like cha- 
racter to the scene. 

This Mansion has been placed in parallel 
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with Hampton Court and other palace-like 
buildings, but the comparison is not borne out ; 
it may have covered as many square yards of 
ground, and ascended as near to the skies, 
but as well may the Architects of the Eliza- 
bethan Era assume a rivalship with Vitruvius 
and Paladio, as Audley End with the Palace of 
the Kings of England ; nor is it any disparage^ 
ment to remove so false an impression of a 
place possessing as it must be admitted many 
facinations, and maintaining a very high rank 
in our architectural curiosities. Walpole has 
been rather severe upon this peculiar style 
and with more reason than generally governs 
his vituperations ; but though irreconcilable 
with the true standard of artj there is an 
imposing character^ a splendour of concep- 
tion, a blading profusion of decoration and 
a redundancy of ornament which reconcile 
us to its irregularities i We perceive the 
picture to be overcharged, and yet revel in 
the delights that are ingeniously congre^ 
gated together ; are pleased, yet repress our 
raptures, and in attempting to point out 
objections our criticistn fails ; we find the 
parts perfect notwithstanding frequent ano^ 
malous combinations. 

Incredible stories are related of its cost 
D 2 
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and oriental magnificence, of its vast and 
endless chambers ; all the looms and mecha- 
nical power of Europe, all the arts ancient 
and modern, are stated to have been embar- 
goed to perfect this wonderful structure ; the 
patrimonial estates of its founder coined into 
money, and half his family beggared, to pro- 
mote the gigantic monument of ostentation ; 
and no sooner was it completed than the 
incumbrance was found insupportable ; ne- 
cessity diminished its bulk, and scattered its 
charms; and the noble conceptions of John 
Thorpe and Bernard Janson, the Smirke and 
Barry of their day, were overthrown, or inter- 
polated by that extraordinary genius Sir 
John Vanburgh ; who mistook redundancy for 
grace, and thought to graft a Dutchman's 
taste upon the sublimities of the British 
Apelles and Michael Angelo^^ 

The decorations are still very striking, and 
a scale of magnitude reigns through the 
apartments which exceed expectation. The 
pictures are numerous, but chiefly copies^ 
being intended apparently rather to form a 
chronological series of the distinguished in- 
dividuals who quarter with the family arms^ 
than to assume merits to which they have no 
pretensions. 
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Thus we have members of royal and noble 
houses, statesmen and great captains repre- 
sented in the best martial attitudes, and most 
becoming costumes that painters armourers 
and tailors can bestow; and we have the names 
of Vandyke and Holbein, Sir Peter Lely and 
Sir Godfrey Kneller, but the spirit, the 
promethean touch are absent. 

Layer Marney Hall^ must not be disdained, 
although it has degenerated into the domicile 
of an honest yeoman, who spreads his homely 
fare where princes have banqueted, and stalls 
his oxen where Arabian steeds were pampered 
and caparisoned. The quadrangleis destroyed 
save a moderate residence for the farmer ; but 
the entrance gateway with its majestic towers 
still excite the admiration which the noble 
house of Marney shared when ecclesiastical 
pomp and Stalwart Knights mingled in solemn 
procession through its courts and chambers; 
the hymn of praise and shout of victory have 
long been silent, but the adjacent graves and 
clustered monuments assure us that ** all the 
Wives were virtuous and all the Husbands 
brave.' Judging from the entrance tower 
which is eight stories in height, and 

" Like a tall bully lifts its head and lies/' 
if the mansion behind it be not of the most 
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splendid character ; although monotonous 
ranges of windows are not very graceful, it 
is an imposing monument of the *^ olden time," 
and embraces a superb sea view well deseiT- 
ing the trouble of the ascent ; many a 



helmet black with shady plumes 



has bowed beneath its arched gateway, and 
many a pair of brilliant eyes from the now 
neglected casements, have welcomed a mar- 
tial lover home. 

With very different feelings you may turn 
to Copford Hall adjacent, once the residence 
of the fiery Bishop Bonner, 

Mersey Island is full of tradition, tumuli, 
tessellated pavements, and Roman remains ; 
Preetors have here planted their Eagles ; The 
Count of the Saxon Shore a mighty monster 
in his day, resided here, and some thousand 
years ago, the Great Alfred pitched his tent 
in these unwholesome regions. 

Whilst at Castle Hedingham, I ought to 
have introduced you to Sir John Hawkwood, 
or at least to the arch under which his ceno- 
taph once occupied a conspicuous station^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ESSEX. 17 

and was visited by all the lovers of doughty 
knights and romantic histories. The sire of 
this immortal was a tanner, and he thought 
to make his son a tailory but 

'' He had heard of battles, and he long'd 
To follow to the field some warlike Lord.'* 

and choosing the Black Prince for his leader 
gained his spurs at the battle of Poictiers, 
frightened the Pope and all his Cardinals 
out of their mitres; then turned brigand, 
married the Princess of Milan, plundered 
towns for breakfast, ransomed cities for 
dinner, became a Defends of the faith and 
Protector of Italy ; and ultimately paid his 
last debt at Florence, where he now 'tis said 
rides on horseback as large as life, armed 
like Hamlet's Ghost from top to toe in the 
Cathedral of Santa Maria Florida ; but 

'* why the Sepulchre 



Wherein they saw him qiiietly inumed " 

sent him back to Sible Hedingham still waits 
a miracle to inform us. 

Belchamp Hall is a plain formal mansion 
with a terrace terminated by artificial ruins, 
rather incumbrances than agreeable objects ; 
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but the sylvan scenery around is delightful, 
and the situation extremely pleasinjj; The 
chief treasure however is within and to the 
lovers of art affords an exquisite banquet. 
Old Teniers, Rubens, Both, Albert Durer, 
Waterloo, Ben Velluti Cellini, Ruysdael, 
Viviani, Wynants, contribute some Chefs- 
d'ceuvre of which the clerical owner has 
much reason to be proud ; although a man of 
more unassuming mild and priestly manner, 
I have seldom met with ; *' every inch a Gen- 
tleman," descended in direct unbroken line 
from the Raymonds who fought or prayed by 
the side of William the Conqueror at the 
Battle of Hastings. 

If Reader you profess yourself oneoftheCog- 
noscenti, shew it by enquiring here particularly 
as all good citizens ought to do, for the portraits 
of Sir Hugh Middleton and his Lady, who re- 
sided in the adjoining parish at Goldingham 
Hall. They are not only good portraits of 
good subjects, but good specimens of a good 
mastery Old Cornelius Jansen ; neither must 
you omit a visit tq Twinstead Hall, where 
for many years Sir James Marriott, Judge of 
the High Court of Admiralty, enjoyed his 
^' Otium cum Dignitate " lik^ 

" A fine old Engiish Gentleman 
Bom in the Olden time/' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ESSEX. 19 

From the summit of the Laindon Hills a 
prospect spreads itself, far and wide, most 
gratifying to an agriculturist. The declivities 
as the seasons vary, present every diversity 
which the plough can exhibit; vernal nature 
displays her rich and flowery garb, autumnal 
foliage its numberless tints ; beneath are in- 
terminable pastures alive with bleating flocks 
and lowing herds, towns, villages and spires, 
the noble Thames, and its rich Argosies, the 
bold shores of Kent, and every feature of a 
prosperous Kingdom. 

Adjacent is Thorndon Hall the seat of 
J.ord Petre ; it is environed by a park richly 
wooded, and designed upon a scale of gran- 
deur suitable to the dignity of the peerage ; 
the hall is supported by eighteen scagliola 
columns, the library is unique ; the drawing 
rooms and state bed chambers fit for stars to 
shine and coronets to repose in. 

Amongst the pictures are the royal, the 
valiant, and the wise, the Tudors and the 
Stuarts, Joan of Arc and Charles James Fox. 
The family is catholic and his Lordship adopts 
a very successful mode of making converts ; 
his kitchen on Sunday is said to be open to 
all the faithful ; and a cottage and a cow re- 
ward the novice in whom the Father Confessor 
discovers the buds of promise. 
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Copped Hall is remarkable for the smooth 
and nicely jointed brick- work of the exterior, 
and the brusque manner of its owner ; but 
he is the spirit of the chase, and Nimrod's 
hounds apologize for Nimrod*s manners; 
he is notwithstanding hospitable and kind, 
a patron of agriculture, a friend to the poor, 
a zealous promoter of industrious habits, 
and has reclaimed the wild and dissolute 
rangers of the forest by teaching them the 
comforts and happiness of a better course 
of life; the mansion looks cold and solitary 
at a distance, perched upon a knoll unbroken 
by intervening foliage ; but a spirit of im- 
provement prevails over the asperities of 
nature, and the neighbouring forest is a 
theatre of endless amusement and delightful 
recreation. 

Eastbury House near Barking has some 
pretensions to be immortalized, as the re- 
puted residence of Lord Monteagle who was 
so singularly instrumental in discovering the 
gunpowder plot which still annoys us with the 
barbarous ceremonies of the 5th of November. 
It is a wretched neglected building fit only 
for '* treasons, stratagems, and spoils," and 
has only a few whimsical chimney shafts to 
recompense the trouble of leaving the high- 
way and encountering an ague« 
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The dissolution swept away all the religious 
establishments in this county so indiscrimi* 
nately, that the ghost of St. Edmund or 
St. Dunstan could scarcely find a hiding 
place among them. 

In the Parish of Writtle is shewn a wood 
where once stood a Hermitage. 

Near Danbury you will find a few ruins of 
Bycknacre Priory, and you may indulge your 
imagination as to what they once repre- 
sented. 

The Chapel of Bileigh Abbey near Maiden, 
once the Mausoleum of the Earls of Essex is 
now a Hog-sty. 

St. John's Abbey and St. Botolph's Priory 
at Colchester, will very soon be Mac- Adam* 
ized. 

The relics of St. Osyth are honoured no 
more. 

The miraculous Crucifix at Dover Court 
near Harwich, suffered the fiery ordeal of 
martyrdom three Centuries ago. 

Lees Priory still presents a gateway fit for 
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a " Secular Elysium'^ notwithstanding the 
vandalism of the Governors of Guy's Hos- 
pital, whose parsimony has got the better of 
their taste. The Monks of Waltham and the 
Nuns of Cheshimt have no longer power to 
plead their innocence, in charity therefore we 
will forget their intrigues. 

Barking Abbey, where canonization de- 
scended as an heirloom, and miracles grew like 
mushrooms, the owl has forsaken and the bat 
disdains; The curfew has fallen from the bel- 
fry, and the pudding-wife s " occupation is 
gone." It will be difficult to discover any other 
remains of that multitude of mitred abbeys and 
monastic institutions, which carried on the 
grand farce of superstition and mummery 
from times antecedent to William the Conque- 
ror to the days of Henry the Eighth, 

Essex has few churches that demand 
particular notice; Writtle is a handsome 
edifice in the cathedral form, of great anti- 
quity; it possesses several monuments inter- 
esting as works of early art ; but the only 
one which records any individual of illus- 
trious name, is inscribed to Sir John Comyn 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, and the '* Jus- 
tinian of his day." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ESSEX. 23 

At Borham the Ratcliffs crowd in moiil* 
dering pomp. 

At Bradwell there is a gaudy monument of 
many-coloured marble raised to Sir Anthony 
Maxey and all his race in devotional atti- 
tudes. And at Great Maplestead two costly 
ones to Sir John Dean with a prodigious 
family. Little Maplestead is said to be de- 
signed from the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem^ 
and to have enjoyed the privilege of sanc- 
tuary; but these very doubtful claims to 
admiration are all that it has to recom-> 
mend it, 

In Borley Church Chad not painting and 
gilding spoiled it), there is a tolerable speci- 
men of monumental pride, with effigies of Sir 
Edward Waldegrave, his Lady and progeny ; 
the principal figures are recumbent beneath a 
sumptuous canopy sustained by Corinthian 
pillars, but upon the whole it is perhaps more 
stately than beautiful. 

At Hempstead is a bust of Dr. Harvey with 
^record of his discovery of the *' circulation 
of the blood," a man to whom we owe so 
tnuch that his features deserve to be known. 
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Trinity Church at Saffron Walden lay^ 
claim to our attention by the encomiums of 
Walpole, who deems it the most beautiful 
Parish Church in England. It is very ques- 
tionable however if he entered many, or he 
would probably have given the preference to 
Thaxted, which from situation and architec- 
tural beauty is worthy a better panegyric 
than I can venture to its honour. It posseses 
uniformity, altitude, and excellent propor- 
tions ; and its buttresses, canopies^ pinnacles, 
tracery, sculpture, cognizances^ tower and 
spire, are each a study for aspiring artists. 
The contributors to this beautiful edifice 
were many of royal and noble blood, inclu* 
ding the families of Clare, Mortimer, and 
Edward the IVth. William de Burgh gave the 
nave, Lidnel Duke of Clarence the porch ; Ed- 
ward Earl of March the transepts, and all the 
most graceful ornaments, in which he was per- 
sonally well skilled^ but from the many Saints 
in petticoats whose attributes remain, some 
female devotee is presumed to have dictated 
a large share of its embellishments; the carv* 
ings bespeak a more masculine mind^ and 
form a sort of natural history composing lions« 
dragons, pelicans, falcons, griffins, swatis^ 
roses, pomegranates, fleur de lis, &c. &c., 
besides rich wardrobes for the patron saints 
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it had abundantly endowed chantries, obits, 
dirges, requiems, and all the seductive accom- 
paniments of the superstitious era. 

At Theydon Mount the Smyths lie in profu* 
sion and confusion, and in attitudes and attire 
martial, civil, devotional and funereaL 

Lambourne has several mural monuments, 
more remarkable for long inscriptions than 
admirable execution ; the celebrated naval 
commander Sir Edward Hughes was content 
with this church yard for his last anchorage. 

Greenstead is distinguished by its singu- 
larity^ and is one of the wonders of the county; 
the nave is entirely constructed of timber ; a 
sort of clock-house is formed of the trunks of 
trees split in halves and united by a plinth 
and wooden pins. The roof aspires to the dis- 
tinction of a dome, but is only a mishapen 
cone; it has also a boarded tower and a 
wooden porch, which with the intermixture of 
rude buttresses and plaister-work present a 
very curious anomaly. 

Romford has a whole length portrait of 
Edward the Confessor, which we will not 
<:riticise; but there is an alabaster Knight 
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here worth looking at ; and an ostentatious 
monument of Sir Anthony Cooke of Gidea 
Hall whose daughters were all *' blue stock- 
ings/' 

At Ingatestoiie the Petre family survive in 
Parian Marble ''A host angelic clad in burn-^ 
ing Arms.'* 

Prittlewell is a fine &ea-mark; 

Hockley was a votive offering of Canute, 
to commemorate his victory over Edmund 
Ironside. 

Waltham Holy Cross, as the favorite foun- 
dation and grave of Harold, must not be over- 
looked, though dilapidated, neglected^ and 
hurrying to decay. Within its cloisters Cran- 
mer^ Fox, and Gardiner, unintentionally 
met together, little dreaming of the various 
positions they were destined to hold in our 
ecclesiastical history. 

The Church is now a massive deformity^ 
but contains within^ some curious specimens 
of Norman architecture, which the dirty laties 
and shabby streets must not check an incli* 
nation to examine. 
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At Little Horkesley behind a beautiful 
grove or avenue of linles, stands its small 
Parish Church, the last remnant of a Priory of 
Cluniac Monks, demolished by that priiicely 
Prelate Wolsey, from v^hose eventful life 
Shakspeare has fashioned one of our finiest 
moral lessons. Although but a rude edifice; 
features of the golden days of Popery are 
strongly marked ; the white and red roses ap- 
pear in the spandrils of the southern entrance^ 
several altar tombs with beautiful efiigies in 
brass remain near the Communion Table, a 
very curious reading desk with a worm-eaten 
Liturgy stands discarded in the Vestry, a 
fount with a lofty cover of Tabernacle-work 
retains its original situation, and three whole 
length figures of gigantic proportions carved 
in oak, are unceremoniously crowded together 
in a recess never intended for their habitation. 
Two are Templers, or Knights Hospitallers ; 
the third, a female evidently astonished at 
the juxta position in which she has been 
placed. There ar6 also many curious slabs 
in the porch and aisles, partially inlaid with 
brasses, but much disfigured and the inscrip- 
tions obliterated. 

At Little Baddow, two sisters who wer0 
isupposed to have slumbered in solitary 
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sileuce many an age, were discovered upon 
recently opening their ** last and best bed- 
chamber" to have three companions of the 
other sex as sharers of their repose. 

1 have little more to say of Essex, but 
although it cannot rival the Peaks of Derby- 
shire, Snowden, or the Holy Mountain, 
Loch Lomond or Windermere, I could fur- 
nish a Tourist with a delightful route through 
many a sweetly rural Village, romantic glen 
and woody nook, smiling over meandering 
streams, on whose rich and flowery banks 
Poets might improve their verse. Anglers 
find fresh charms. Historians enliven their 
narratives, Philosophers gather knowledge, 
and Geologists revel in new wonders. 

Dr. Walton Editor of the Polyglot Bible 
was Rector of the secluded village of Sandon. 

The Knights Templers, and Hospitallers, 
are very numerous in this County, in all the 
variety of martial attitudes, and some fragrant 
as new found mummies. 

At Danbury Church, one of these heroes 
afforded a great treat for the epicures; he 
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was discovered immersed in aromi^tioft aad 
pickle, the former partaking the flavour of 
ketchup, the latter of Spanish Olives. We have 
another cross-legged warrior at Thorp, a com* 
panion at Halsted, besides innumerable non*^ 
d6script mutilations armed to the teeth ^ 
but no longer fit for Palestine. 

Borough Eriglish prevails in many parts of 
Essex, and many curious manorial tenurQ$ 
are nominally preserved. 

The Manor of Witham is held by carrying 
flour to make wafers on the King^s birth- 
day. 

The tenants of the Sokens do most things 
contrary to the custom of other copy-holders ; 
that is, they may pull down their houses, cut 
down small treesy and grant leases without 
licence* 

Great Tfey is 9ul\|ect to the custom of 
" Marcheta Mulierum.*' Liston Hall 19 held 
by making and placing five wafers before the 
Kiugi aa he sita it dinner on his day of coro- 
nation. At Chingfdrd on every alienation^ 
the tenants hi» wife and servant, repair to tba 
p^iicmage on hor^fbuek, blow three hlasta 
on a born, carry a hawk on the fist, and a 

£ 2 
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greyhound in the slip for the use of the Rec- 
tor, receive in exchange a chicken, a peck of 
oats, and a loaf of bread ; then dine, repeat 
the music and depart. 

Fitzwalters is held by providing a gilt spur 
for the coronation. 

The Manor of Bell House has the privilege 
of excluding every person, however royally 
born or nobly related, from entering its boun- 
daries in pursuit of game. 

The Manor of Coringham is held by pre- 
senting the Dean and Chapter of St. Pauls 
with a fat buck and doe, yearly, which were 
received with vast ceremony, of which Land- 
seer's celebrated picture of '* Bolton Abbey'* 
is a fine 6;raphic illustration. 

The Manor of Rochford by the foolery of 
the *^ Lawless Court" which I know no sta- 
tute that can compel me to transcribe. 

John Locke the Great Philosopher was 
buried in High-Laver Church-yard, near 
Harlow; Dr. Stukeley at East Ham; Lithullier, 
the Antiquary at Little Ilford ; George Ed- 
wards the Ornithologist, at West Ham ; and 
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Quarles the author of the ^* Sublime" wq.s 
born at Romford. 

For your vulgar tastes the Essex folk 
have Fairlop, Yeldham, and Hatfield Oaks ; 
Old Mrs. Honeywood and the miracle of the 
Looking-Glass ; The Great Whalebone at 
Romford ; The Vine at Valentines ; The Flitch 
of Bacon at Dunmow ; Old King Cole ; The 
Race Course at Galleywood Common, and 
the public Gibbet on Chadwell Heath, (which 
latter by-the-bye has been removed some 
years) it was the veritable Hanging Wood of 
James Christie, Esq. of Glorious Memory, if 
there be any truth in traditional lore. 
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EPITOME OF AGRICULTURE, 



As an agricultural county, and for variety 
and excellence of cultivation, Essex is en- 
titled to the highest rank ; the opulence, 
intelligence, and enterprise of its yeomanry 
cannot be exceeded, and the patrons of the 
plough are both numerous and munificent ; 
its superficies comprises nearly a million of 
acres, and afibrds specimens in every branch 
of husbandry ; in the spring and fall when 
the north eastern winds prevail, the climate, 
though esteemed mild is certainly pernicious in 
a limited degree both to animal life and vege- 
tation. The sea coast, and the numerous 
islands formed by inroads of the ocean and 
the streams which discharge themselves into 
it, are low, flat and marshy, produce noxious 
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exhalations, and render these parts only 
habitable at the expense of violent agues and 
debility ; the effects of which are but too 
visible in the piis-shapen bpdies of Children 
^nd the bilious complexions of Adults. These 
partial evils have produced unjust prejudices 
against Essex generally, as a residence, 
v^^hich it is time were removed, the northern 
districts presenting fine picturesque undula- 
tions clothed with verdure and foliage, adorned 
by mansions and parks, and a population 
blessed with health, manly beauty and 
longevity. 

Its geological divisions have been founcj 
difficult to define very correctly, but the fol- 
lowing may be received as a tolerably accu- 
rate index, 

No. Acres. Quality. 

1 — 105,000 The crop and fallow district of strong loam« 
2 — 160,000 The maritime district of fertile loam. 



!> 



4 > 140,000 The districts of strong loam, 

5/ 

6^ 75,000 The turnip-land district. 

7— 30,000 The chalk district. 

8—440,000 The district of miscellaneous loams^ 

950,000 
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The First or Rooding District, runs from 
Bishops Stortford through Stanstead, Hen- 
ham, up to Saffron Walden ; thence returns 
through Wimbish, Thaxted, Stebbing, sweeps 
round Felsted, then crosses the Chelmer, 
leaves Great Waltham to the East, then to 
Pytield, and round Bobbingworth to Harlow, 

The miscellaneous Loams lie partly between 
the Rpodings and Hertfordshire, including 
Birchhanger, Farnham, Bowden, Quendon, 
Clavering, Widdington, Arkesdon, and Lang- 
ley ; be3ides which they run through the heart 
of the county in length, from the Thames and 
the Marshes on the South, to the Stour on 
the North; including the whole of Epping 
and Hainault Forests, Romford, Horndon, 
Brentwood, Billericay, Ongar, Chelmsford, 
Witham, Braintree, Coggeshall, Halstead, 
Castle-Hedingham, Bulmer and Middleton. 

The Chalks are bounded partly by Hert- 
fordshire and by Cambridgeshire; they in- 
clude Saffron Walden, Littlebury, Great 
and Little Chesterford. Hadstock, Heydon, 
Elmdon, Strethall, the Crishalls, and the 
Wendens. 

The first District of Strojjg Loam has 
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Ashdon, Sturmer, and the Stour on the 
North, Belchamp- Walter, The Hedinghams, 
Weatherfield and Great Bardfield on the 
South and East, and the Roodings on the 
West, 

The Maritime District begins at the River 
Lea, running through Barking, Purfleet, the 
Thurrocks, Tilbury, Stanford-le-Hope, Fob- 
bing, Bowers, Canvey Island, Leigh, all below 
Rochford,with Wallasea and Foulness Islands, 
Fambridge, Burnham, thence on the shore of 
the German Ocean and the Blackwater Es- 
tuary to Maldon. Then taking a boundary 
line it passes through Langford, Tolleshunt, 
Major, the Wigboroughs, Langenhoe, Bright- 
lington, Tendring, up to Manningtree and 
the Estuary of the Stour, 

The Turnip district may be defined by a 
circle taking Colchester as the centre, Marks- 
Tey on the West, Langham and Boxted on 
the North, The Bromleys and the Bentleyson 
the £ast, and the maritime district on the 
South, 

The Second District of Strong Loam is very 
limited; placed between the maritime district, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ESSEX* 37 

the turnip district, and the miscellaneous 
loams ; having Hayes, Aberton, Peldon, Layer- 
Bretton and Great Wigborough within its 
borders. 

The Third District of Strong Loam is a 
very irregular breadth of Land, between the 
maritime district where the Crouch River 
intersects it, and a line drawn through Mal- 
don and Billericay including Rochford. 

The citizen trembles at the mention of the 
marshes; the yeoman of Essex when you 
name the Roodings expresses by an eloquent 
gesture that the Upas Tree is not more an ob* 
ject of terror, and unfortunately although 
science has performed miracles, in the lower 
Hundreds the poverty of the Roodings re- 
mains a proverb in despite of every exertion. 

We are however reconciled to the climate of 
the first, by the invaluable richness of its 
soil, whilst the other unites the extremes of 
an ungenia;l atmosphere and unconquerable 
sterility, yet with such forbidding character- 
istics tenants come forward and the average 
rental is high. 

These remarks 1 find in my memorandums 
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twenty-five years ago, but they are now only 
partially applicable ; in many instances and 
to a considerable extent a system of drainage 
has been adopted which has proved eminently 
successful^ and improvement is upon the 
march. 

Mersea and Foulness Islands possess all 
the elements of the finest possible soil, a 
staple inexhaustible and uncovetous of ma-^ 
nure, 

Bradwell and " all the Region round about" 
are rendered immortal by the achievements 
of Henry Bate Dudley. Rochford and Prittle- 
well are constellations ; but their neighbours 
Eastwood, Leigh, Hadleigh, Hackwell and 
Rayleigh, bad, poor, and heavy, easy of ap- 
proach, but difficult to leave behind. 

Colchester is an uninterrupted field of 
sweeds and south downs, The Bumsteads 
exult in their dairies, Harlow and Roydon are 
all for suckling, Audley Epd records its famq 
in metre, 

" Barley grows where elms are near. 
And with the oaks the wheats appear." 
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The Hedinghams have Hops ; The Maple-^ 
steads Twinsted and Halsted, Turnips. At 
Coggeshall every thing surpasses description ; 
nature is so bountiful that the industrious are 
tinocctipied from necessity, and the indolent 
grow rich with small pains-taking. 

The vicinity of Dunmow and Thaxted, is 
more agreeable to those who follow the 
hounds tlian the plough. 

Woodlands are fast disappearing, and en- 
creased salubrity of air follows as a matter of* 
course ; the exhalations and heavy vapours 
of the forest being as prejudicial as those of 
the floods. 

There are a few distinguished trees at Felix 
Hall, Thorndon Hall, and Gosfield ; but to 
those familiar with the scenery of Windsor, 
Sherwood Forests, Ampthill in Bedfordshire, 
&c., they are poor and insignificant specimens. 

It is a very singular omission in a list of 
particular trees in Essex, that the survey by 
the Board of Agriculture makes no mention 
of the celebrated Fairlop Oak, a circumstance 
which shews how inaccurately or partially 
the surveys were made. 
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The forests and waste lands are computed 
at nearly 30,000 acres ; the value of which to 
those entitled to rights of herbage, hedgeboot 
and pannage has been estimated at not more 
than 5s. per acre ; but are intrinsically so 
good and improvable, that if inclosed they 
would be deemed reasonable at 20». per acre. 

The Estuaries of the Stour and the Black- 
water, the River Thames, the Lea, the Stort^ 
the Colne, the Chelmer, the Ingerbourn, the 
Roding, the Cam, and the Crouch, contribute 
largely to the fertility of the county and give 
it commercial consequence. 

Including their marsh farms, tenants du- 
ring the war, frequently occupied two three 
and four thousand acres ; their views are 
now more moderate ; many farm their own 
estates from a hundred to three or four hun- 
dred acres, but the larger the farm the better 
is the cultivation, and the more secure the 
emoluments. 

tfpon an extensive tract of land men and 
cattle are never idle ; whatever the weather it 
will admit of employment for all hands | 
whilst the labour by siiatches is neither pro- 
fitable to master or servant. 
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Five hundred acres are how considered a 
large farm; and to cultivate two or three 
hundred in a creditable manner requires a 
man of some substance. 

The Essex men are fond of novelty in their 
implements^ they amuse themselves with 
them as children with their toys. The swing 
plough is in favour with one, the wheel plough 
with his neighbour, although the soils assimi- 
late ; one admires Western's, a second prefers 
Pooley's; they of the hundreds insist upon the 
Foulness make, they of the uplands the South- 
End; One district runs upon Tweed's^ another 
upon Hayward's; the old are in love with 
Skim-Coulters, the young with Newman's 
Go-alones, the Wheel Coulters have their 
advocates, convex and moveable breasts 
their respective patrons ; the common Roll 
pleases many, by others the concave is better 
liked ; then they have Extirpators, Cultiva- 
tors and Scufflers ; Lord Pet re's Hoes, Gil- 
bee's Hoes and Coker's Hoes; Pitman's 
Shims, and Ruggles* Shims, but in the end 
discover that simplicity and strength are the 
best qualifications for all implements of hus- 
bandry. 

Their crops and routine of course admit of 
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and include every variety; those peculiar to 
the county are coriander, teasel and carra- 
way; they are sown together but arrive alter- 
nately at maturity, require great attention, 
and remunerate the grower very abundantly* 
these are confined to a small section of the 
county. 

Some twenty years ago the clovers failed 
surprisingly, as if the land rejected them in 
disgust ; the routine was therefore altered^ 
and this, or more suitable seasons brought 
them again into favour ; then commenced a 
Very warm controversy upon their manage- 
ment; Mr. Long ventured to mow only once 
in seven years ; Mr. Short with more couragei 
every fourth year, by which he got more ex- 
ercise and less produce. 

Mr. Quick of Snorum Hall feeds first and 
mows second ; Mr. Slow the clear-headed 
steward of Lord Petre mows the first and 
feeds the second ; Mr* Bridge thinks two 
mowings bad, Mr. Carr a sudcessfuty bhle, and 
intelligent Jarmer^ is of a contrary opinion ^ 
one advocates red Clover, andther white, somei 
contend that only the strong lands fail^ others 
that it is the light ; one man would celebrate 
dr*ill husbandry in verse if he could, whilst 
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Sinother denounces it as the parent of every 
evil. One prefers oxen, another horses for 
ploughing^ one adopts feather-edge plough- 
ing, his neighbour flat, and each advances 
very cogent reasons in support of his own 
opinion. Mr. Smart gets the best wheat 
after pease ; Mr. Tingle after beans ; Mr. 
Tickle after clover ; Mr. Merry after tares. 

Dibbling is the rage in one district, in 
another transplanting becomes a mania. 

Mr, Bounty finds three bushels per acre 
for sowing, insuiSicient ; Mr. Grinder thinks 
two ample. Mr. Neverdone ploughs seven, 
eight, and nine times ; Mr. Soondone only 
three or four; Mr. Active deems hoeing 
wealth, Mr. Passive calls it ruin ; Draining 
is perhaps the only system to which universal 
approbation is conceded. 

So we perceive it is as difficult for man^ 
kind to agree upon systems of husbandry as 
upon political doctrines ; and there are as 
many unbelievers in Arthur Young, and all 
the contributors to the surveys, as in Lord 
John and his numerous hives of Commis-* 
sioners. 
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'It is quite impossible to read the several 
computations of expense and produce, in the 
many treatises we have on landed property, 
without perceiving in a moment their discre- 
pancy and the fallacy of the theories they 
seek to establish. 

Authors may amuse and deceive the pub- 
lic by their own ingenuity, and the state- 
ments of prejudiced or interested parties; 
but a steady and moderate reward is all that 
rationally can be anticipated by the tillers of 
the soil ; they literally live by the sweat of 
their brow, their risks are many, their labours 
great and endless, and their harvests at all 
times precarious ; a change in the wind will 
produce an atmosphere which operates like a 
pestilence upon vegetable life, and in a mo- 
ment '* all their hopes perish;^* no Argosies 
bring treasures to their doors, no magic can 
shelter them from the " caterpillar, the can- 
ker-worm and the locust.'* 

Essex has many indigenous weeds rarely 
found elsewhere, and an abundance to boot 
of exotics and vermin, in black-grass, cham- 
lock, chickweed, couch, mallows, knot-grass^ 
wild oats, hog-weed, crow garlic, the wire- 
worm to an awful extent and the slug. 
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Besides rich and extremely valuable 
marshes both for grazing and arable process^ 
the saltings of Essex merit attention ; they 
are in fact lagoons formed by deposits from 
the ocean. 

Osiers are also a profitable article of cul- 
tivation in wet moorish lands, particularly 
where the soil has rejected the hop, and 
remains full of rich manure. 

Rents in district No. 1 in 1812 reached an 
average of 18^. to 20*. 

No. 2 is difficult to average, the uplands 
reached from 16^. to 365., and the marshes 
ran up to £4 and £6. 

In No. 3 an average of 20* , was barely 
maintainable. 

In No. 4 the average was under 20^. 

In N6. 5 the same average was deduced. 

In No. 6 the average was very little under 
2bs.f and had been up to 30si 

In No. 7, 208. was a fair average. 
f2 
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In No. 8. The arable lands ranged from 254r. td 
305. the meadows and pasture from 30^. to 60^. 

The average of the whole certainly produced 
an aggregate of more than a million. 

The tithes of the county averaged 6s. 
to 7s. when rigidly exacted, which they never 
were; but at 55. no one could with reason 
murmur. 

Poors rates in many parishes were exces- 
sive ; it is painful to look back upon them, 
and modern arrangements supersede the ne- 
cessity ; for my own part I feel a perfect con- 
fidence that the New Poor Law Bill will 
promote private benevolence, and thus miti- 
gate a measure unquestionably severe, but to 
vFhich the agricultural interest owe their very 
existence. 

Manuring is evidently a very rotten system 
throughout the county ; it being gravely as- 
serted by a very learned essayist on this 
fragrant subject, that if long-dung were made 
use of instead of decomposure, a million a 
year more would be distributed towards the 
enrichment of the county ; whereas it is now 
fermented in gases blown by the west wind 
for manuring the ocean. 
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Embankments and sea-walls form an im- 
portant object of consideration on the maritime 
farms ; if the expense fall upon the tenant they 
are never well done, and if cast upon the land- 
lord they always want doing ; maintaining the 
walling says the tenant is as much as the farm 
is worth. 

The landlord complains that rather than 
covenant to sustain the embankments he 
would give the land away, or let the ocean 
reclaim its own ; it is however speaking with 
due gravity a most serious imposition, for the 
sea is a very uncourteous neighbour and un- 
controulable in its passions. 

The same beautiful diversity of opinion 
before remarked extends to live stock. At the 
Manor farm, prejudice is decidedly in favour 
of the Derby, at the Grange it is indisputably 
for the Suffolk, at the Rectory for Welsh, and 
at the Parsonage the Devon oxen excel all 
others ; the wise men of the east are equally di- 
vided upon the best breed of sheep ; at Gosfield 
Park the south downs are always welcome; 
from Middleton Hall they are banished ; Mr. 
Marsh is all for Wiltshire's, Mr. Fenn is 
sleepless without Leicester's; Mr. Master 
admits non^ but Lincolns, and Mr. Prentice 
drives all away but Norfolk]^. . 
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In respect to the swinish multitude the taste 
of amateurs is also amusing. Give me says an 
eminent breeder a good Chinese, and to me 
chimes in his pieighbour a thorough-bred 
Berkshire ; Hampshire is in vogue through 
Roodings, but the !]^ssex half black command 
unanimous approbatipn, and are deemed per- 
fect pictures. Their characteristics cannot 
\jte mistaken, black and white, short hair, fine 
skin, little prick ears, short snubby noses, 
very fine bone, broad, deep, straight, and light 
in the belly, and full in the hind quarters ; 
and in every litter you will find a learned pig. 
Thus they ring the changes like the merry 
phristchurch Bells. 

The horses run entirely in the Suffolk breed, 
and more splendid teams are no where to be 
seen; the pride of their owners they share 
their greatest attention, being kept in deeply 
littered yards with open sheds, so that they 
invariably enjoy air, exercise and liberty; 
they thus become healthy, strong, and always 
- ready and willing to work, which latter quali- 
fication is rather indispensable, as never less 
than three are necessary for ploughing, and 
more frequently four, five, and six ; in Foul- 
ness Island eight have been seen in the same 
jiarness ; some dainty farmers diet them on 
potatoes, and physic them with wine» many 
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teams will average fifty pounds a horse; 
nothing sightly is under thirty-five ; some 
teams never enter a close stable, and do not 
average more than one casualty, in eight or 
tea years; but are considered to decline in 
value after seven years of age at the ratio of 
five guineas per annum. 

Oxen for draught are favourites with the 
aristocratic agriculturists; at Marks- place,^ 
Felix Hall, Thorndon Hall, Audley End, Rq- 
chetts,Dagnam Park, and such high sounding 
names^ they are much approved, found very 
** hardy and useful," do " as well as possible,'^ 
but the men entertain strong prejudices in their 
disfavour, and in many cases oblige their em- 
ployers to abandon them. The Sussex suit 
best, but are ** subject to scouring" ; Devon's, 
are '* too weak" ; Herefords*^Gummy"; short 
horns, like the wooden spoons at the Univer- 
sities, are only the best of the worst class. 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL RECOLLECTIONS- 



Between the Thames and the Stour 
there are no Alpine heights to climb, nor 
Panoramic views to beguile the hours of 
travel ; neither can the County of Suffolk 
boast of undulations which merit the cha- 
racter of picturesque, nor any continuous 
umbrage that can awaken the Poet's song 
or the Novelist's sentimentality ; but it has 
many vestiges of the Olden Time which will 
repay the trouble of research, and many 
works of the Brown and Repton Schools that 
do honour to modern patrons and modern 
genius. 

If like myself you delight to '* stroll 
through the Church Yard while the dinner's 
d??ssed," you must contrive to close your 
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daily labours at Mildenhall, Hawsted, Risby, 
Clare, Lavenham, Long Melford, Stoke 
Nay land, Hadleigh, Redgrave, East Berg- 
holt, Framlingham, Wingtield, Aldborough, 
Glemham Parva, Beccles and Lowestoff. 

Some of these Churches you will find 
highly interesting as well as admirable spe- 
cimens of Norman and Saxon Architecture. 

The chief attractions of Hawstead are its 
Monuments ; at Long Melford also you will 
find Cloptons nearly as numerous as marble 
and brass can make them, with strict in- 
junctions not only to " pray for the souls of all 
there represented, but of all their relatives 
elsewhere, and for all the souls of all those 
for whom tl^ey are respectively bound to 
pray." 

Long Melford Church was formerly ^ 
worthy appendage to the Abbey of St. Ed- 
mund's Bqry, superstition seems here to 
have exhausted itself in lauding its votaries. 
The grand outline of the Edifice is a splen- 
did conception of art, the exterior is covered 
with inscriptions, every window is redolent 
with founders, promoters, and imagery, sal- 
vators, virgins, royalty, crosses, streamers. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SDFFOLK. 53 

and glories ; Abbots, Popes and Bishops, 
State Chairs, Mitres and Crowns, Car- 
dinals. Priests and Magdalenes, Entire Ar- 
mies of Saints and Martyrs, Allegories, 
Attributes and Tabernacles, Babes, Herods 
and Agnus Deis, Apostles, Disciples, Bxe- 
icutioners and Katherine Wheels, Keys, Cro- 
jiiers and Pastoral Staves, Orate pro ani- 
^lasandBenedictums, Shields, Impalings, and 
Augn^entations, Knights, Lord Mayors and 
Judges ; in short a greater mass of idolatry 
and more elaborate illustration of the science 
of cajolery were never displayed under the 
same roof, but the deep furrows of iage and 
the indelible corrosions of time have crippled 
the Saints, dethroned the Monarchs, unmitred 
the Abbots, and ** into Chaos nearly pulver- 
ized" the whole congregation. 

At Redgrave, besides splendid recumbent 
leffigies of Sir Nicholas and Lady Bacon, 
there is a very beautiful whole length statue 
of Judge Holt, seated, and almost as animated 
as when he expounded Laws from the Bench 
at Westminster. In 1506, Cardinal Wolsey 
rang himself in as Rector of the Parish. 

At Butley and Glemham you may sympa- 
thize with the Chivalry who fell at Agincourt 
and Marston Moor; and at Lavenham, be- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 SUFFOLK. 

sides the achievements of the Howards, the 
Montagues, and Monthermers, you will dis- 
cover how fine alabaster and gilding can make 
a Parson. 

The Reign of the Tudors has been con- 
sidered the Golden Age of Ecclesiastical 
Architecture, and Lavenham Church is a 
fine specimen of the zeal with which indivi- 
duals devoted their wealth to pious purposes 
in that turbulent era ; the tower is of majestic 
height and forms a splendid landmark; the 
Body of the Church, the Aisles and the 
Chapels are perfect specimens of the most 
light and elaborate Gothic ; and the details 
are worked out with every species of orna- 
ment that can impart grace and richness; 
the celestory, the spandrils, the buttresses, 
the facia and the parapets, present peculiar 
combinations of symmetry and beauty, and 
a delicacy of finish seldom surpassed even in 
the most gorgeous Cathedrals and Conventual 
Buildings. 

Whimsical as it may be esteemed by general 
opinion, Ick worth Park is decidedly the great- 
est curiosity in this County, and it must be 
regretted that the noble Designer (the Earl 
of Bristol and Bishop of Derry) was prema- 
turely called to his hereafter. 
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The Park is estimated at eleven miles irt 
circumference which I doubt, the area being 
minus two thousand Acres. 

The centre Tower which was to contain all 
that an ample fortune could grasp of the 
spoils of Italy, is nearly one hundred and fifty 
feet high, and ninety in diameter. The heathen 
mythology makes a grand display^ and the 
pious and superstitious are disposed to think, 
if the illustrations of sacred history had more 
engrossed the Right Honorable Spiritual 
Peer, the fate of his collections might have 
been reversed ; it is well known they all fell 
into the hands of the French in the days of 
anarchy^ and in consequence the mortified 
collector died a voluntary exile. A pot of 
Roman treasure was once found near the 
present edifice, and perhaps the noble owner 
became possesed of it and dreamt of finding 
more, or mistook it for the Widow's Cruise. 
£40,000 however vanished but the " Cruise 
made no sign," so much for the enthusiasm 
of a mitred antiquary and virtuoso. 

The Abbey Gate at Bury is an attractive 
relic of one of the most sumptuous monastic 
establishments in the " Popedom; " the limits 
6i its innumerable buildings and appendage^^ 
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are still to be traced without difficulty, and 
putting truth and tradition together as you 
inhale them on the spot, you will forma toler- 
ably accurate conception of what Mitred 
Abbots were, previously to the Throne of 
St. Peter beine: shaken by Luther, the De- 
fender of the Faith, and Anna Boleyn. 

But the splendours which were herte dis- 
played in the trickeries and trumpery of 
Rome, and the profusion and luxury which 
pampered her votaries^ were not confined to 
the cloister and the refectory, for every Digni* 
tary had a grange or summer retreat, whereat 
to relax the austerities of his order, and 
recover the effects of the saturnalia which 
rent the vaulted choir and the cell of peni- 
tence and prayer; putting on and off the 
Saint or the Sinner as they did their garments. 

A portion of the abbey grounds has been 
appropriated to a horticultural garden, and 
the chfelerful parterres amidst the surrounding 
ruins impart aii impression of most agreeable 
melancholy, a practical lesson on the ephe- 
meral gaieties, precarious tenure, and immu- 
table destination of all sublunary things; 
Whilst here upon a very recent visit, the 
anniversary of the Society was celebrating 8it 
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the Angel lun^ and the ingenious novelty of 
the scene spoke the zeal by which the con- 
tributors were animated in this elegant pursuit. 
The large room was arranged as a Feudal 
Hall in which Knights^ Squires, Trophies^ 
Banners, and all the gay adornments of 
Chivalry were gracefully grouped and scat* 
tered, devices of wire being in the first 
instance constructed with which the products 
of the Garden and Conservatory were tastily 
interwoven, displaying to the greatest advan- 
tage and in brilliant contrast, all the rich 
and varjang colours of the Dahlia and other 
Autupanal flowers^ There were Heroes in 
crimson, and Heroes in green, Warriors in 
yellow and Warriors in blue, Barons in black 
and Barons in white, and damsels all bloom- 
ing in Damask^ in violet* in rose, and in 
pink. 

Much depends upon taste, but 1 should 
give preference to Framlingham Castle as 
the next object of attraction. 

Besides its stately towers, frowning bul- 
warks and venerable oaks, it has been 
honoured by *' all the blood of all the How- 
ards," long lines of chivalry live upon it» 
records, tradition peoples its halls, and many 
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a victim to royal vengeance and jealousy haS 
left behind him impressions of unenvied cele- 
brity. 

While in this tone of mind ride on td 
Helmingham Hall, where you may revel for 
hours amidst barbicans, drawbridges^ moats, 
heraldry and ancieut armour. Genius it is 
asserted will distinguish itself without the 
aid of pedigree and titled ancestors ; but there 
is magic in a sounding name, and in great 
deeds ; the fine old easy chair in which our 
Progenitors have reclined, the mute eloquence 
of the Sires and Matrons of our race, the 
tattered banners waving in their halls, their 
" bruised arms hung up for monuments" 
elicit those germs of manhood, which blossom 
in the Hero, the Statesman and the Sage. 

You must go to Troston Hall the bauble 
of Capel Loft, who was I believe a very 
good intentioned Man, an active Magistrate 
and so on, but his affectation of learning 
descended to puerilities ; every tree in his 
grounds is identified ; thus we have Ovid's 
Oak, Virgil's Beech^ Mil ton's Laurel, Church- 
hill's Bay, &c- &c., from Homer and the 
lliad^ to Bloomfield and the Farmer's Boy^ 
When weather permitted the cloth was spread 
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SO that he might sup inspiration from the 
selected Poet as he did wine from the favou- 
rite bin. 

Now speed ye to Aldborough, to Orford 
and Dunwich, where that insatiable cormo- 
rant the German Ocean has Tevelled for 
ages upon the luckless coast. 

The first inroad took place in 1286, when 
several Churches were overthrown, and the 
Mortuaries of St. Leonard, St. Martin, St. 
Nicholas, St. John, St. Anthony, St. Francis 
and St. Katherine, were also ingulphed. 

The south gate of the town, and the golden 
gate served the devouring element (said an 
old Nabob) for a tiffin; in the reign of Charles 
the Firsts the Knights Templars and the 
Market Place supplied a dinner; in 1680 the 
Maison Dieu, St. Peters, the Town Hall, and 
the Jail became a prey, while the cliffs 
afforded an additional sandwich. A windmill 
was then swallowed for breakfast, and in 
1740 the still insatiate sea commenced, in 
fashionable parlance, a series of banquets 
upon the Cock-and-Hen Hills, and it is ex- 
pected contemplates a pic-nic Party to Orford 
Castle and Orfordness, to celebrate the ad- 
tent of the next century. 

o 
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At Hawsted you must enquire where the 
Gospel Oak stood. On Hardwick Heath there 
is usually a famous flock of Black-legs, lineally 
descended from the fold of the Abbots of Bury 
St. Edmunds. 

At Stoke you may collect some instructive 
anecdotes of rigid parsimony from the Old 
Women's tales of Sir Gervas Elwes, Sir Cord- 
well Firebras, and Sir John Barnardiston ; 
indeed avarice seems indigenous to the soil. 

At Little Thurlow alight, and peep at a fine 
old Elizabethan mansion of the Soames's. 
Cavendish was the birth place of Sir John 
Walworth, who dealt out such summary 
Justice to Wat Tyler, and it is remarkable 
how many Lord Mayors of London this 
County has produced. 

Sudbury, claims Gainsborough and Wm. 
Enfield (the Speaker;) Honington, Bloom- 
field (the Farmer's Boy.) 

Battisford, Sir Thomas Gresham, where on 
Rye Common he constructed from his own 
oaks the framework of the Royal Exchange 
which was originally built of timber. 
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Ipswich, Cardinal Wolsey Miss Reeve and 
Mrs. Trimmer; and Ashfield that morose 
Monarch of the Law, Lord Thurlow. 

En passant you must sacrifice a minute or 
two at Hengrave Hall, Clare Castle, Broome 
Hall, and the seat of Marquis Cornwallis 
the finest specimen of a baronial residence ia 
the county. 

One HousE^as solitary as its nanaeimports, 
belonged to one of the twelve Knights who 
formed the escort of the Black Prince at the 
battle of Cressy. At Rendlesham House, 
Wingfield, and Heveringham Hall, besides 
parks deserving minute notice, avenues, plan- 
tations and water, you will find a rich treat in 
Lord Huntingfield's collection of Dutch and 
Flemish Pictures. 

Redgrave Hall is a simple Grecian Edi- 
fice, sufficiently capacious for every domestic 
comfort, the elegancies of aristocratic society 
and the exercise of genuine English hospi- 
tality^ accompanied by the equestrian sports. 
The domain embraces a Park for Deer, a Lake 
for the line, Groves for the Gun, and Gardens, 
(one of the best efforts of capability Brown) for 
recreation; add to these a long line of Picto- 

G 2 
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rial Ancestry to encourage emulation, Books 
for cloudy days and hours of leisure, and what 
can human life require more? 

And last but not least deserving the respect 
of every lover of his country, Bradfield Hall, 
the seat of that great spirit of agricultural 
improvement Arthur Young ; his honest and 
disinterested zeal, his invaluable experi- 
mental husbandry, his generous patronage, 
and general love of agriculture in all its 
ramifications, his patriotic efforts for im- 
proving the condition of the tenantry, cot- 
tagers, and labourers of every degree, render 
•* The spot where he delighted to dwell'' 
almost sacred. 

You will find abundance of objects for 
serious contemplation amidst the remains 
of Castles and Monasteries, particularly at 
Bungay, Mettingham and Bricet. 

At Haughley is a Priory endowed with the 
great tithes of Smithfield, which with certain 
lands were held by the service of providing 
the gallows and a ladder for the Hangman. 
But the latter is not the only peculiar tenure 
in Suffolk. The Manors of Waltisham and 
Henington are held by the Serjeantry of 
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One Saltus, One Sufflatus, and One Bumbu- 
Jus before Our Lord the King of England 
every Christmas day. Such says Caraden 
very facetiously and delicately ^ was the plain 
jolly mirth of those days. 

For rarer monsters they shew you at Acton 
Place the furniture of a small bed lined with 
the shirts of William the 3rd. who stood God- 
father to one of the family. 

A petrifying Spring on Cranmer Green, a 
dropping Well at Elmsett, at Often a Castle, 
an object of great interest, so completely de- 
molished that not a vestige of it remains. At 
Lavenham ^* a very old gravestone with a 
Saxon inscription entirely defaced." 

At Sudbury the scull of Simon-de-Sudbury 
and the Font in St. Gregory's Church ; and at 
Parham a rival of the celebrated Thorn of 
Glastonbury, which on the change of the 
Calendar immediately adapted itself to the 
new regulations. 
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EPITOME OF AGRICULTURK 



Suffolk, although far from a first class 
county in extent and general character, pos- 
sesses many recommendations. 

The climate is dry, the soil partially of 
excellent quality, the facilities of communi- 
cation unobjectionable, and the local ad- 
vantages numerous; but it has a sea-coast 
extending from Harwich and the mouth of 
the Stour, to Yarmouth, over which the 
eastern winds in the spring waft any thing 
but soft and balmy airs ; and on the western 
border, humid exhalations from the fens, are 
the parents of ague, debility, and langour. 

The agricultural districts however compen- 
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sate for these objections, and in no part of 
England is the cultivation of land better 
understood, or better performed, than by the 
Yeomanry of Suffplk. 

The area of the county embraces upwards 
of 1200 square miles or 800,000 acres, in the 
following proportions :— 

Acres. 

Fen 30^000 

Rich Loam 50,000 

Sand First Quality 150,000 

Sand Inferior Quality 120,000 

Strong Loam 450,000 



800,000 



At the commencement of the passing cen- 
tury their respective average value was as 
follows, but important improvements have 
taken place. 

Fen 2s. 6d. to 5s. per acre. 

Rich Loam I5s. Od. to 20^. '' 

Sand. . First Quality 10*. Od. to 15^. '' 

§and. . Inferior Quality . 5*. Od. to 10s. " 

Strong Loam , . 15*. Od. to 20*. '^ 

SufFoll^ is bounded or intersected by seve- 
ral rivers, viz, the Stour, the Little Ouse, 
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the Orwell, the Bret, the Waveney, and the 
Deben, exclusive of minor streams and the 
Stowmarket Canal, which afford great fa- 
cilities for irrigation; but this profitable 
branch of farming has hitherto been quite 
neglected, probably from deep-rooted preju- 
dices of which agricultural men are very 
susceptible, or from ignorance of its incalcu- 
lable advantages. 

The gentry are more numerous and respect- 
able than opulent. The largest rent-roll not 
exceeding £10,000 per annum. The yeomanry, 
on the contrary, rank much above mediocrity; 
a large number cultivating their own freehold 
lands of £100 to £400 per annum in value; 
and with capital that enables them to prove 
how closely the plough and harrow can ap- 
proximate to garden culture. 

They do not however shine in their farm 
houses, which are small in dimension and 
slight in construction ; while their barns on 
the contrary are evidently designed in antici- 
pation of golden harvests. Cottages which 
in some counties form such picturesque models 
qf neatness and provident arrangement, here 
have neither external appearance nor internal 
(comfort to boast of. in Kent every man is a 
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gardener and every garden an orchard, but in 
Suffolk, Lemp engrosses the place of fruit and 
vegetables, and dressing and spinning oc- 
cupy the hours that might be more agreeably 
employed in the exercise of the spade and 
pruning knife. 

Except the sheep walks and rabbit warrens 
the county is divided into inclosures minute 
to a proverb. In the parish of Wickham- 
brook consisting of three thousand acres, 
there are no less than sixty distinct farms ; 
of course it presents no favourite field for 
lovers of the chase, but for the dog and gun 
there is ample range. 

Hares amount to a nuisance, and rabbits 
are countless ; one warren alone near Bran^- 
don, provides forty thousand annually to 
feed the Citizens of London, and decorate its 
pretty maidens with tippets and trimmings. 
A Suffolk poUed-cow is prized all over the 
united kingdom, and no Fair surpasses that 
of Woodbridge for agricultural horses. For 
flocks of sheep, and droves of turkeys, Suf- 
folk rivals the neighbouring counties, and 
its flights of pigeons shadow whole hamlets. 

The dairies are celebrated for milk and 
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butter, but the cheese is hard and tasteless. 
The Farmers here rather undervalue pas- 
turage from selfish motives, as they cannot 
exhaust it similar to arable, towards the ter- 
mination of their Leases ; a most mischievous 
and fallacious principle, but they plough 
admirably, curricle fashion with a pair of 
horses and reins, and drill and dibble to 
perfection. 

Their crops are wheat, barley, oats, rye, 
beans, pease, buck wheat, tares, coleseed, 
hops, cabbages, carrots, chicory, potatoes, 
hemp, turnips, clover, trefoil and sanfoin. 

Carrots are the indigenous plant of the 
county, and for nearly two centuries the 
supply of London with this vegetable rested 
very much upon the maritime district of 
Suffolk, where the soil is peculiarly conge- 
nial to its growth. 

The market gardens round the metropolis 
now furnish all that is required, and carrots 
are used as provender for every species of 
stock ; The food is economical for horses^ 
profitable for bullocks, promotes milk in 
cows and flesh in sheep, the expense of 
cultivating this useful plant is moderate and 
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the produce bountiful. The Farmers of Suffolk 
have no peculiar implement but the Extir- 
pator, a very unwieldy instrument in appear- 
ance, yet very effectual in its operations. 

The Soils are at the north east Corner of 
the county, bordering upon Norfolk and 
Cambridgeshire — Fen. 

In the space between Mildenhall and Bran- 
don, Bury and Gartrope Gate, Poor Smid 
except in patches. 

The bulk and centre of the County, Strong 
Loam. 

The Peninsular formed by the confluence 
of the Stour and Orwell, Rich Loam. — and 

The maritime District, Rich Sand. 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL RECOLLECTIONS. 



Whether this district previous to the 
Roman Invasion were possessed by Warriors 
6f the plains or of the coverts, and whether 
Leland or Clutterbuck be the best authority 
for resolving such queries, I shall not think it 
necessary t6 discuss, having only to deal 
with honest English Yeomen, such as we 
now find them ; neither shall I attempt to 
trace the course of the Roman roads, but 
accept the good plain turnpikes which Sir 
James M*Adam has provided for us and be 
thankful ; for our tour is long and full of 
interest, the map of Hertfordshire now before 
me identifying ho less than seventy parks 
and mansions of various grades. 
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I was delighted at the first prospect of d 
journey to St. Albans, for in those days 
thirty miles were equivalent to a hundred 
in the present; and instead of treating it as 
a mere morning's ride, it required all the 
preparation that we should now make for 
Bath or Birmingham. It was an event in 
many a Citizen's life, a subject of conver- 
sation before and subsequently; its termi- 
nation an escape from danger, and a theme 
for exultation. Then to see Duke Hum- 
phrey's bonesj listen to the legend of St. 
Alban, or view the field of battle where 
*• Wind changing Warwick" terminated his 
eventful career, was to have seen the World 
and to merit a paragraph in the next day's 
news. 

I confess neither without nor internally, 
did the Abbey impress me with the admira- 
tion and awe I had anticipated ; I discovered 
neither the symmetry, the finished workman- 
ship, the majesty, iior the sublimity of 
which travellers so enthusiastically speak, in 
this incongruous mass of material brought 
together at different eras, by many hands, 
governed by Various tastes, and dissimilar 
judgments. 
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Its towers are in ruins, its pinnacles gone^ 
its battlements and oriels dilapidated, and 
the effects of all consuming Time evident in 
the outline and the details. Space^ lengthy 
breadth and altitude, are conspicuous; but 
no beautiful combinations of art, no order or 
uniformity, only ^ promiscuous heaping to- 
gether of the Saxon, Norman, and Gothic 
contributions of successive Architects, and 
Benefactors, who appear to have bidden de- 
fiance to all harmony, consistency, and taste; 
and listening rather impatiently to the narra- 
tive of the Conductor I was happy again to 
inhale the fresh air which prevails around 
this delightful spot, certainly most happily 
chosen as the site of a religious edifice. 

Bade, and Matthew Paris, Chauncey and 
Clutterbuck, have each their version of this 
celebrated martyrdom, of the superstitions 
which clouded so many centuries of our 
national annals, and the pious deeds and 
evil designs which blemished the sanctuary 
of the King of Kings. To those ample sources 
therefore I refer you for who built up and who 
destroyed, who gave or who have taken away; 
but with this precaution, that similar to all 
Historians, they impugn and confute each 
Other to the great perplexity of their readers. 
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who must consequently arrive at this indis- 
putable conclusion, that one half they narrate 
is untrue and the other difficult to credit. 
The marvellous is their delight, and in contra- 
diction they display their wisdom. 

But there are other objects of interest in 
the vicinity. Gorhambury the Seat of Lord 
Grimston, formerly the residence of the great 
Philosopher and corrupt Judge, Francis Bacon 
Baron Verulam ; and Holy- well House (now 
taken down) erected by Sarah Duchess of 
Marlborough, the Wife of one alike transcen- 
dent in the field of battle^ or of diplomacy, 
but alas ! addicted to a grinding parsimony 
which has partially obscured his fame. What 
lessons are these for weak human beings! 
In the utmost refulgence of their glory these 
individuals must have occasionally looked 
back with dismay upon transactions which 
no celebrity could screen from the probe of 
the Historian. 

The present mansion of Gorhambury is a 
tecent erection of the Corinthian Order, light 
and elegant it its appearance, the centre and 
wings being detached by colonnades so well 
calculated to relieve those huge cubical 
masses ever repugnant to chaste design and 
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good taste. It has no feudal or Elizabethan 
pretensions, and is adapted for the domestic 
enjoyments of a modern Peer rather than the 
ostentatious display of baronial pomp and 
hospitality. The gardens are disposed in 
tlie taste of the times. The pleasure grounds 
in which a remnant of the ancient edifice 
forms a highly picturesque object, assume 
that vernal aspect which an endless variety 
of evergreens imparts to every season, and 
the park presents much delightful sylvan 
scenery. 

The interior of the mansion is decorated 
by the pencils of Vandyke, Lely, Geldorp, 
Mytens, Kneller, Tintoretto, Geordinp, Car- 
racci, Holbein, Bassano, and others, whose 
talents did not disdain to mingle with better 
subjects, many whom their hearts must have 
despised. We have the Queen herself. Cla- 
rendon, Bacon and Essex, Lord Baltimore 
the founder of Maryland, the profligate 
Buckingham, and Portland the inheritor of 
his worst foibles ; Worcester the most accom- 
plished equestrian of his day, Pembroke the 
most abandoned minion, General Monk in 
full panoply of war, Sir Nathanial Bacon in 
yellow hose, Wentworth with yellow hair, 
Lady Catherine Howard too much attached to 

H 
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yellow Spanish, Sackville the duellist, and 
many more, so that Virtue and Vice hang 
side by side; Honour and Infamy have each 
a pedestal at Gorhambury. 

Returning into the town you must spare a 
few minutes for St. Michael's Church, not so 
much in regard to its own merits which to a 
lover of zigzag and tracery are perhaps mani- 
fold, but for an incomparable statue of Bacon 
seated in a chair in a most philosophic atti- 
tude, and equipped in the elaborate costume 
of** the Golden days." 

Every monastic Institution possessed at 
Holy- Well or a Holy-Mount, and the spring 
which formed a valuable adjunct to the Abbey, 
is still cherished, on the lawn of Holy-Well 
House, where from the borders of its rippling 
stream the venerable fane peeps through the 
beautiful intervening foliage. 

Within are portraits of Queen Anne, and 
the Duchess of Marlborough ; the proud 
Lord Spencer by Sir Joshua, and his Sister 
the Duchess of Devonshire by Gainsborough. 

The grounds are girt by the limpid waters' 
of the Meuse, 
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As a residence, Holy- Well House occupied 
the link between untitled opulence and er- 
mined rank, and is attractive from its asso- 
ciation with historical names. 

Sir John MandeVille (the Munchausen of 
his day) was a native of St. Albans, and I 
must not omit that the founder of Lord 
Grimston's honours W'as Standard Bearer to 
the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings. 

Yovt should also walk over the meadows td 
the ruins of Sopwell Nunnery, where tradi- 
tion commemorates the bridal ceremony be^ 
tween Henry the VIII th. and Anna Boleyn. 

Hertfordshire cannot exult in its numerous! 
antiquities,but the remnant of Berkhampstead 
Castle must not be passed unobserved. The 
little rivei* Bulburn winds round ramparts^ 
keep, and balliumd which once frowned with 
war ; and wherfe Kings and Chieftains stood 
plumed with conquest^ now an orchard blos- 
somSy and the garden smiles. The ban- 
ners of the Saxon and the Norman waved 
alternately over its bastionsi The conquer- 
ing William, Richard 2nd., arid the warlike 

h2 
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Harry Monmouth have feasted in its Halls. 

Now all is 

" Death-like silence and a dread repose/^ 

The Church which stands hard by owes 
its existence to the nurse of Charles I., and in 
the Chancel the Cook of Charles II. cuts a 
conspicuous figure, beyond the reach of gas- 
tronomic art. 

Cowper our melancholy Poet was born here, 
his Father being Rector of the parish and 
it was here 

{€ ^]^g Gardener Robin day by day 



Drew him to School along the public way.^^ 

The Grammar School here is a Royal Foun- 
dation, and too well endowed to render in- 
dustry an essential element in the Master's 
disposition. In my juvenile days it was under 
the dominion of Dr. Du Pr6 a divine of some 
celebrity as a scholar, a pedagogue, and 
disciplinarian. Protracted litigations aris- 
ing from misconceptions and intemperate 
proceedings have deprived Berkhampstead 
for many years of the advantages of this In- 
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stitution, at last however tliey have found a 
termination, and the school is likely again to 
diffuse important benefits to the neighbour- 
hood. The Corbels which support the roof of 
the School Room, amongst other grotesque 
figures, represent the Domine shaking- with 
an angry gesture the birch, whilst the object 
of his recent flagellation opposite to him is 
buttoning up his breeches with evident tokens 
that the application has not been applied 
wath a very lenient hand, these character- 
istics are admirably executed 

At Tring, an agreeable walk from Berk- 
hampstead, you will find a Church very ca- 
pacious and by no means contemptible in 
architectural ])retensions ; but I particularly 
direct you to another series of grotesque 
Corbels, a species of ornament connected 
with religious edifices which has always ap- 
peared to me the most inexplicable. The 
introduction of crowned Heads, Bishops, 
mitred Abbots, Saints, Angels, Monks, Ab- 
besses, and Nuns may be rationally ac- 
counted for as supporters of the tabernacle 
covering the altar of God ; but what affinity 
a grinning Monkey, a Fox and Goose, a 
sucking Pig, a dancing Bear, a bloated 
Buffoon, Chimeras, and Monsters the most 
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revolting and obscene, can bear to our re- 
ligious creed, displayed as they are not in 
rude Village Churches only, but in the most 
splendid Cathedrals, and Monastic Edifices, 
is to me a most incomprehensible problem, 
Their introduction has been attributed to the 
expulsion of the Danes, whose immoralities 
and idolatries are supposed to be typified by 
these strange devices, a sort of plagiarism 
upon the Cariatides of the Grecian Artists 
Mho thus stigmatized the treachery of their 
Countrymen ^educed by the bribes and gaudy 
decorations of the Persians. To brand with 
ignominy, disloyalty and cpwardice, may con- 
vey an eloquent lesson to posterity, but why 
in the act of offering up prayers to Heaven 
the eyes of a Christian Congregation should 
be liable to encounter such repulsive objects 
fur exceeds my penetration. 

At Tring however such things exist, and 
they are certainly incomparable specimens 
in their way, 

The most exalted name in the annals of 
Tring is that of Robert Hill a learned Tailon 

At Nortchurch, a tablet is erected to the 
memory of Peter the Wild Boy» with whose 
bistory every body is familiar. 
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If you be a connoisseur in armour, you will 
find a Templar in Walkern Church, an Hos- 
pitaller at Albury^ and at Eastwick a 
Crusader; at Hatfield, the Cecils and the 
Salisburys, at Mimms the Somers, at Kings 
Langley, Prince Edmund Son of Edward III. 
and a Knight nameless and Leg-less; all 
armed to the teeth, as invulnerable as Plate, 
Scales, and Chain-suits can render them. At 
Sawbridgeworth are the Joselynes, as Lord 
Mayors and Lord Chancellors, the Mildmays 
and the Hewitts as stately as in life, and many 
other monuments far from contemptible. 

For Roman remains there is a Camp at Ra- 
vensbury, an Amphitheatre at Wilbury, the 
Arbury Banks, Anstey Keep, and the Bar- 
rows at Haven-End and Widford. 

You may discover traces of Nunneries at 
Beachwood, Cheshunt, and Rownea ; Castles 
at Bennington, Stortford, Hertford and Pes- 
ton; a Preceptory at Temple Chelsing, a 
Hermitage at Standon, Priories at Ware and 
Kings Langley; but you must be moving or 
the ploughshare will obliterate the faint me- 
morials of the early slaughterings, incarcera- 
tions and devotion of our countrymen. 

Beachwood Park must on no pretence be 
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slighted ; you will find seven hundred acres 
of land within the oaken paling, a perfect 
picture of amateur farming with an array of 
beech trees so unrivalled in girth, grace of 
form, and beauty of foliage that an Evelyn 
would delight to contemplate them. The 
fall of the hatchet seldom disturbs these de- 
lightful shades, and no profligate has yet 
carried havock amidst the banks and glades 
'which they adorn. 

At Offley Place, the seat of Sir Robert 
Salisbury, th^re is an interesting pile in the 
bay window and gable-ended fashion of the 
sixteenth century, and if allegory have any 
charms for you, a walk to the Church will 
repay the time. There is a monument how- 
ever by Nollekens in memory of an ancestor 
of the present proprietor ; agreeable from its 
simplicity, judicious grouping, and exquisite 
finish. 

At Inkleford enquire for the grave of Henry 
3o8well, King of the Gypsies, Ob. 1780, Eta, 
90, you will find it distinguished by a marble 
tablet. 

In WJmondley Park there is a chesnut 
tree which you must see, and seeing must 
admire. 
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At Royston, dwell no longer than to visit 
Lady Rose's cave, crypt, oratory, cell, or 
whatever your own imagination can devise, 
for upon the authority of Leland, Dugdale, 
and a host of authors, you may call it any 
thing you please but what it is ; and do not 
fail to look at the Swedish Crows on the 
chalk downs, which are blue black like the 
present fashionable crapes, and web-footed. 

At Buntingford go to the George and en- 
quire the way to Aspenden, you will there 
perceive beautifully illustrated the advantages 
arising from the Law of Entail. It forms 
part of the possessions of the Bolderos, the 
London Bankers, upon whose misfortunes 
the Interest of the Tenant for life was sold 
free from impeachment of waste; and gri- 
ping parsimony, and the slow corroding 
breath of time are rivals in the demolition of 
a once lordly mansion, surrounded by hills 
and dabs and woodlands, rich in the love- 
liest garb of lovely nature. 

Welwyn is celebrated for a massacre of 
the Danes, which took place there in the 
true sanguinary spirit of retaliation. Also 
for the Rectory House in which Dr. Young 
composed his Night Thoughts, and while 
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there, it will satisfactorily occupy a spare 
afternoon to cross the fields to Brockett Hall, 
the residence of our late Premier Lord Mel- 
bourne. The park is very beautiful ; with- 
out splendour, there is an air of dignity over 
the mansion ; a care and attention conspi- 
cuous in the lawns and walks and woods, 
and an unaffected zeal in agricultural pur- 
suits which promotes emulation ^nd diffuses 
happiness. 

The mansion is represented as elegantly 
arranged and furnished, and to contain a 
considerable number of good pictures, but 
is not permitted to be made a public spec- 
tacle. 

Upon no account let a few miles deter ypu 
from riding through Abbots Langley ; there is 
nothing to be seen, but you can amuse your- 
self by speculating upon the house or barn or 
hovel in which Nicholas Breakspear was 
born, the only Englishman who ever as- 
cended the Papal Throne, assuming the title 
of Adrian IVth, A man, second only to 
Wolsey in pride and the *^ Vain pomps and 
grandeur of the World," yet this Hero was 
so dull and stupid in early life as to be deemed 
pot wise enough for a monkish cowl, and being 
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sent to France to seek his fortnne, found 
his way over the Alps to the Pontifical Chair, 
He made not only the Vatican but all the 
Popedom tremble with his bulls ajid anathe- 
mjas, insisting as the climax of priestly arro- 
gance that the Emperor of Germany should 
perform the office of his Groom before he 
would grant him investiture of the Imperial 
Dignities. 

Now cross the River Gade, and on the 
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ruined the Nabob who built it ; Shenley Hill 
will re-pay you for the loss of breath in the 
ascent, and if you like a pun, call upon the 
Rector, whose shovel hat is quite piquant. 

Earl Cowper's Oaks at Pans-hanger are fit 
for Kings to hide in, and the prospects round 
merit royal admiration. 

At Tew ings, part of his Lordship's domain, 
you may hear the origin of Edgeworth's 
romantic story of Lady Cathcart, whom her 
fourth Husband for some cause unassigned, 
kept a close prisoner for twenty years with 
brief supply of meat and raiment notwith- 
standing which she survived his tenderness^ 
and lived to the age of four-score and eigh- 
teen years. 

We have still Sir Drummond Smith, the 
Earl of Essex and my Lord Clarendon to visit, 
and as the last is nearest, so shall he be 
first. 

The Grove has been the theatre upon 
which the Earl of Clarendon has indulged his 
agricultural taste, and promoted scientific 
farming in all its important branches, for a 
long and let us hope, a very happy life; 
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happier than those whom faction and ambi- 
tion bring more conspicuously before tlie 
world. 

The Park is about three miles in circum- 
ference, intersected by the River Gade, deco- 
rated with plantations and noble timber, and 
always cheerful and animated by numerous 
cattle of curious and fanciful breeds, a splen- 
did flock of sheep and a fine head of deer. 
His Lordships arrangements in the homestead 
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I cannot resist the temptation of giving you a 
list of the names which the old housekeeper 
mumbled out, Lord Cottine:ton, Lord Kennoul, 
Marquis of Hertford, Earl of Portland, Queen 
of Bohemia, Queen Elizabeth, James her suc- 
cessor, Lord Burleigh, Earl of Salisbury^ Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon, Earl of Jersey, Earl of 
Rochester, Earl of Northumberland, Prince 
of Parma, Lord Falkland, Duchess of York, 
Queen Mary, Queen Anne, William III, James 
II, (especially regard his Wig) Edward Earl 
of Clarendon, Henry Earl of Clarendon, Earl 
Rochester, his Brother, Lady Rochester, Lady 
Charlotte Hyde Duchess of Queensbury, Jane 
Countess of Essex, Catharine of Braganza, 
Lady Clarendon, Sir Thomas and Lady Ayles* 
bury, James Stuart, Duchess of Beaufort, Earl 
of Arundel, Lady Newport, Sir Henry Capel, 
Waller, Sir George Hery Palmer, Lord Coven^ 
try,' Viscount Grandison, Duke of Bucking- 
ham^ William and Phillip Earls of Pembroke 
and Montgomery^ Lord and Lady Cornbury, 
Lady D'Aubigny, Couiit de Borghe, Earl of 
Dferby and Countess, Sir John Minns, Lady 
Goring, Lady Barbara Villiers^ Phillip de 
Lisle Adam, Grand Master of Malta, Seldon^ 
Spilman, Duke of Monmouth, &c^ &c^ 

These are not only faithful representations 
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of the originals, but beautifully display theJ 
attractive costume of that interesting period 
in the armour of King William and the 
Duke of Monmouth, the Sables of the Queen 
of Bohemia and the Earl of Portland, the 
gorgeous apparel of Elizabeth, the gloomy 
simplicity of Mary, the flowing robes of 
Queen Anne, and the formal ringlets, slash 
sleeves, points and farthingale of the Bra- 
ganza. 

The more curious than graceful suit of tfad 
Duke of Buckingham, the scarlet habit of 
Viscount Grandison, the yellow robe of Lady 
Cornbury, the pink finery of Lady D'Aubigny, 
Lady Villiers in the coquetry of the cloister, 
and Sir John Minns blushing in crimson, are 
each chef d'oeuvres to be coveted, but not to 
be estimated. As an admirer but a poor 
judge of art, I should say that the pictorial 
contents of this mansion are invaluable. 

There is an air of antiquity and entail 
about Cashiobury, which you meet and feel 
at the gate of the picturesque little Lodge, 
from which a venerable matron in a nicely 
plaited cap, issues to make you welcome^ 
not to masks and revelries, but in anticipa^ 
tion of the fee that she trusts will be dropped 
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into her palm on j^our return. In the same 
expectation you are accosted by the cere- 
monious old Porter, seamed with gold and 
livery lace, who civilly requests you to enter 
your names as you dofF your hats in the 
Halls of the Capels and the Coningbys. It is 
to be regretted that a family so well descended, 
and so well allied, should hazard the purity 
of its blood by a degenerate connexion. 
Much as she may merit admiration, much as 
her abilities have excited public attention, 
greatly as she has been courted, flattered 
and applauded on the theatre of her fame, 
it cannot but be lamented that the Syren of 
Covent Garden, the Opera, the Concerts of 
nobility, and Musical Festivals, should be 
found domesticated at Cashionbury where 
royalty, peers, patriots and sages, have re- 
created from ages of chivalry to the passing 
hour. *' Aye Horatio, and that the funeral 
baked meats should have coldly furnished 
forth the marriage tables." 

The River Gade here again appears ; its 
beautiful sinuosities cherish in their course 
the charming sylvan scenery which charac- 
terizes Cashiobury. Venerable Oaks be- 
neath which Generations have gambolled, 
Elms over which the mantling Ivy renews 
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its vernal charms; beech, bircbj chesnut, pinej 
each plant and shrub from Cashmere's vales to 
Alpine solitudes, refresh the wanderer's eye, 
gardens, lawns, and umbrageous bowers in- 
vite to pic-nics and syllabubs. But the Earl 
certainly made as wonderful a stretch in pa- 
triotism, when he permitted the Grand Junc- 
tion Canal to intersect with its formal turbid 
stream these quiet shades^ as he did in matri- 
mony, when he elevated a bad actress to the 
coronet of the Capels* 

The Mansion is castellated in its outline, 
slnd the present Earl has added a cloister 
glazed with coloured glass and perfectly 
unique. Many exquisite carvings of Grin- 
ling Gibbons, representing groups and gar* 
lands of flowers, conchology, dead game, 
fruit, &c. in fine preservation and in his 
meridian fame, are conspicuous objects of at- 
tractioti. I know not ariy works of art which 
please me as much as the productions of this 
unrivalled genius. He stands more alone in 
his walk than Raphael or Michael Angelo, he 
has literally no parallel, there is no second 
Gibbons. 

The apartments open for exhibition are 
very superb, keeping pace in decoration with 
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the taste of the times ; and here likewise the 
pencils of Vandyck, Sir Peter Lely, Sir God- 
frey Kneller, and Sir Joshua Reynolds, have 
added some splendid contributions. A Virgin 
by Carlo Mahratti, a Monk's Head by Carlo 
Dolci, a Pair in Cannaletti's best style, and 
Landscapes by Gainsborough and Wouver- 
mans are far beyond my powers of descrip^ 
tion. 

In the apartment distinguished as King 
Charles's room there is a full length portrait 
by Vandyck of that unfortunate Monarchy 
leaning against a pillar; and two unnamed 
female portraits by Sir Peter that rivet ad- 
miration, and if the vision of Miss Stephens 
in the character of the Countess of Essex had 
not intruded itself my gratification would have 
been supreme^ 

If you be fond of Goblin Tapestry there i» 
a good specimen in the state bedroom, but to 
my mind it is only fit for Haunted Chambers. 

If you take any pleasure in a redundancy 
of columns, draperies, allegory, and armorial 
bearings, you will find whole quarriies in the 
church and cemetery, but how they got there^ 
or what half of them mean, you must invoke 
the ghost of Nicholas Stone to explain. 
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t)Octor Johnson has however condescended 
to immortalize one of these masses by.a brief 
but eloquent and touching narrative of the for- 
titude, patience, delicacy, devotion, domestic 
affection, piety, gratitude, and numerous vir- 
tues of Mrs. Jane Bell. 

Tring Park is to be admired for its fine 
localities and magnificent beech woods, a 
painting of game by Snieders, the Maries 
by Paul Veronese, and one of Queen Eliza- 
beth. Such, more curious than valuable, are 
the gems in Sir Drummond Smith*s Cabinets 
He has also a fine head of deer. 

At Yardley Bury, Sir Henry Chauncey 
compiled those innumerable errors which are 
proverbial in his History of Hertfordshire, 
and which Clutterbuck has not altogether 
succeeding in correcting* 

Watton-Wood-Hall is a mass of delicious 
groves in which it is a treat to ramble. 

Hamels, the seat of John Mellish Esquire, 
who fell by the hands of a highwayman on 
Hounslow Heath, is still the property of his 
daughter and heiress, who likes any place 
better than home, and the absence of an 
owner is here very discoverable. 

I 2 
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The Glories of Theobalds are fled. 

The Palace of Wolsey is a wreck, and of' 
Hichard the Second Protector, a mere memen- 
to remains of a very weak man. 

Ware Park has been so frequently exposeci 
to the hammer that a puff will destroy it. 

Balls, Buckinden-Bury, Bayford-Bury, the 
fioo, Brookmans and Gobions, although un- 
distinguished by strong historical character, 
are imposing and noble residences. Elstree 
church-yard, chronicles the bloody tragedies 
in which Miss Ray and William Weare were 
tl>e victims. 

Moot Pfifcrk is indebted for its celebrity t(f 
the rash and unfortunate Duke of Monmouth, 
the South Sea Bubble, and its Apricots ! the 
situation is bold and picturesque, and its 
masses of foliage In Spring and Autumn form 
features of imposing grandeur* 

Should you feel inclined for something very 
rechercMy there is the Gorham Block at St. 
Albans, and in Standon Church the Pole of 
the banner of the King of Scots captured at 
Flodden Field j it is near the tomb of Sir Ralph 
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Sadlier, who struck down the Standard-bearer 
and bore away the trophy. Also the remains 
ani moat of Hunsdon House M^here Henry 
Vlllth., Queen Mary, Elizabeth, and Fd- 
warJ Vlth., studied the rudiments of royal 
education, and the Rye House at Stanstead 
converted into a workhouse. 

Of singular customs I have only minuted 
those of the Manor of Ash well, which is held 
by the See of London of the Crown, by Petty 
Serjeantry, to find spits for the King and 
to turn one in the royal kitchen at his coro^ 
nation. 

We have now only to pay our respects at 
Hatfield, and then farewell to Hertfordshire. 

More than two centuries have elapsed since 
Robert Cecil Earl of Salisbury laid the foun- 
dations of Hatfield House; during this period 
it has witnessed many vicissitudes, but is at 
the present hour in all its pristine splendour ; 
it is magnificent in its dimensions, stupendous 
in its construction, sumptuous in all its embel- 
lishments, and truly noble as a monument of 
the Age celebrated for great men and great 
deeds. 
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The Chivalry 6f Elizabeth's days frequently 
displayed in its courts and gardens the mar- 
tial accomplishments, the pageants, and the 
conceits, which proved so acceptable to a 
spectacle-loving age and a vain and artful 
Queen. The sorrows of Charles 1st. banished 
awhile the cheerful melodies of its happy 
days, but the cloud was transient, and modern 
times have only to record the princely hospi- 
tality which becomes a British Nobleman. 

This noble palace with its rich domain has 
descended uninterruptedly from its first pos- 
sessor the Lord Treasurer Burleigh, to the 
eighth and present Earl; and its proud 
towers and far spreading lawns are un- 
sullied by profligacy and undiminished by 
senseless improvidence. 

The effigies of those who imparted lustre 
to it while living, adorn it now they are no 
more, and have hitherto inspired each gene- 
ration with undeviating loyalty and manly 
sentiments of rational liberty. Wands of 
office, Stars of Knighthood, Insignia of ho- 
nour, increase as its years are multiplied, and 
give promise that the future shall sustain with 
dignity those principles which render the high 
born beloved, protect the humble, teach con- 
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tentment, and make the ills of life fleeting 
and unfelt. 

Queen Elizabeth as fine as flattery, milli- 
nery, and regalia can make her, again ap- 
pears with her royal parents playing the 
fool at a country wake; Mary Queen of 
Scots, Robert Dudley Earl of Leicester, a 
head of Richard the Third, and the Laura 
whom Petrarch loved more than did her Hus- 
band, also display their impressive features 
for the edification of posterity. 
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EPITOME OF AGRICULTURE, 



Hertfordshire as previously remarked 
is a county of infinite variety, embellished 
with many parks, rich in magnificent foliage, 
abounding in ornamental and productive 
streams, and eminent in agricultural estab- 
lishments. 

Its vicinity to the metropolis imparts value 
to its poorest soil, and the aristocracy of its 
population spreads cheerfulness, improve- 
ment, and prosperity through all ranks of the 
community. 

The superficial contents of the county are 
comparatively small, being only four hundred 
?nd seventy-two square miles or three hun- 
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dred, and two thousand and eighty acres thus 
apportioned by the Geological Agent of the 
Board of Agriculture. 

Acres, 

Chalk 46,720 

Clay 90,240 

RichLoam 5,120 . 

Loam 142,720 

Poor Gravel 17,280 

302,080 



A line drawn from Kings Walden to 
Barkway, will enclose the chalk between it 
and Cambridgeshire; another line from Hod- 
desdon to meet the first at right angles 
opposite Baldock, will leave the clays ex- 
tending towards Essex. The rich loam 
extends in a narrow strip from Cheshunt to 
Hoddesdon. The poor gravel occupies a 
triangle enclosing Hatfield, North Mimms, 
and Northaw. The clay runs from Moor 
Park through Aldenham, Elstree, and to the 
extremity of the county through Barnet ; the 
remainder from Hertford on the east, Tring 
on the west, Market-Street on the north, 
and Rickmansworth on the south, defines the 
loam. 

The elevation of the county with such a 
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preponderance of chalk, loam and gravel, 
bespeaks a dry and healthy climate, and its 
undulations present those fine sites so allur- 
ing to the London gentry, than whom none 
know better how to appreciate a cheerful 
prospect and fresh air. We must except 
however that part of the county, neighbour- 
ing upon Cambridgeshire. I do not know 
a less inviting ride than from Buntingford to 
Royston, it is entirely open common fields, 
divested of timber and as remote from the 
pisturesque as the Desarts of Arabia. 

Hatfield Hyde, and North Mimms, present a 
bed of blue pebbles which no assistance can 
improve ; as gravel they are too small to mack- 
adamize^ will not bind for garden walks, and 
are proscribed from all useful works. 

Where loam is intermixed with flints it is 
of a very fine quality, fortunately it is preva- 
lent in many districts which now that fallow- 
ing is so generally superseded display most 
luxuriant crops of swedes, those delights of 
South Downs and the whole woolly race ; the 
west side of the county is an interminable 
turnip course ; between Hertford and Watton 
the predilection continues, and wherever the 
loam extends, turnips and flocks prevail. 
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As farmers the Hertfordshire men excel 
in every branch, they rank high in the earliest 
history of the art, and good farming is as 
catcliing as the plague and hooping cough ; 
for manure they are exemplary, and skilled in 
draining, which united will overcome the 
utmost sterility, the blue pebbles always 
excepted. 

Added to the general excellence of the soil 
and the expert manner in which it is dealt 
with, there is a vale of fine deep garden 
loam from Cheshunt to Ware, by com- 
parison with the very best land in the 
county an oasis in the desart. Every pro- 
duction of the climate becomes here more 
exuberant and prolific, five quarters per 
acre are an ordinary crop, and five hundred 
bushels of carrots far from a miracle. 

Chalk is always a treasure; it is at once 
soil, air, and water, and abounds in Hert- 
fordshire and on its borders; its reverse is the 
pebbles of North Mimms which western Men 
say is not worth sixpence an acre, but pre- 
judice deals in very small coin. 

The buildings and homesteads are large, 
well arranged, carefully sheltered, and well 
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provided with water ; the Earl of Clarendon's, 
the Honourable Mr. Viller's, Mr. Brown's of 
North Mimms, Mr. Baker's of Bayford bury and 
Mr. Cassamajor's are perfect of their kind, 
and have excited emulation even in those 
" who guide the plough and wear the clouted 
shoone.^' 

They are as fond of variety as children, 
and fickle as the gentler sex, but skilful arid 
persevering. 

Their seeds would form a catalogue for 
Wrench or Warner. Wheats barley, oats, 
pease, beans, buck wheat, potatoes, turnips^ 
cabbages, parsnips, clovers, trefoil, ray- 
grass, sainfoin, lucerne, tares, &c. &c., and 
in manures they are accomplished epicures^ 
viz : — 

Chalk, soot, lime, ashes^ bones, oil cake^ 
rape, malt-dust, rabbit dung, sheep's trot- 
ters, night-soil, street-sweepings, peat- ashes, 
woollen-rags, sticklebacks and tanner^s 
hair. 

Folding is indispensable however minute* 
the flock, and it is a maxim *' never to waste 
&nd never to spare." 
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Paringand burning islikewise a Very favour- 
ite process, but irrigation although adopted 
when practicable is not well understood, and 
is much interrupted by the extravagant no- 
tions entertained by the millers (who are 
numerous) that every rill must be subservient 
to the dam and the water wheel* 

But '' with all appliances and means to 
boot" good Iand> inexhaustible dung-hills, 
superior implements, and lots of money, will 
no more make a farmer, than fine canvas* 
refined colours, the easel or the palette, will 
produce a Raphael, a Lawrence, a Claude 
or a Turner. 

Application and be always doing, should 
be the farmer's motto, his recreative walks 
should be with spud in hand and never to 
spare a thistle- 

They are rather speculative in their instru- 
ments and are anxious to give every inven- 
tion a trial, but the great wheel plough is 
their palladium; with it they imagine they 
can move mountains, and verily it is in 
some of their heavy lands quite needful to 
possess such power. 

Its construction does not boast of much 
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new mechanism, but it suits Hertfordshire 
lands and for *' combing and lapping" there is 
nothing like it. They use a scuffler when in 
an economical mood, and a shim when they 
wish to purge a foul stubble. Upon these 
with good waggons, tumbrils and harrows, 
they place their chief reliance and treat all 
the rest patent, simple, or complicated as 
mere toys. 

Hertfordshire is neither a breeding nor a 
grazing district. The plough and the scythe 
are universal and t;hey have no native stock. 

Their cows are Welch, Suffolk, Devons, 
Hereford, Derby, Yorkshire, and Alderney. 
Their sheep are collected from the South 
Downs to Salisbury Plain, from the Cottes- 
wold Hills and Sherwood Forest, Leicester^ 
Berkshire, Norfolk, and Lincoln. 

The strong black Suffolk Horses are all 
they court for the field and for the road. 

Oxen are used only by amateurs, who 
select them from Suffolk, Hereford, Sussex, 
and Devonshire, as much therefore for theii* 
beauty as their productiveness. 



/ 
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Their herds of swine are superb wheii 
turned loose upon a fresh stubble^ 

Lastly, Lord Clarendon and other Noble- 
men maintain heads of deer, but not more 
than will supply the citizens of London on the 
Lord Mayor^s inSiuguration* 

The Rivers intei'sefctiilg Hertfordshire are 
the Lea, the Stort, and the Colne, the Ash, 
the Maran, the Meuse, the Beane, the Gade, 
the Rib, the Bulbum, but with the exception 
of the first, are little known beyond their own 
narrow beds. The New River has its source 
near Hertford, and the Grand Junction Canal 
traverses the western border of the county. 

The Drill was long before it found advo- 
cates in Herts, but is now making more 
rapid progress and will doubtless become 
generaL 

Ten thousand pounds per annum is the 
iti^ximum of slny single rent roll, few farins 
exceed one thousiind acres, five hundred are 
deemed a large holding, a hundred and fifty 
to four hundred an average size, and they des- 
cend as low as thirty and forty ; two hundred 
acres are estimated to require equal capital to 
four hundred in nearly every other county- 
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Ffbm the constant cropping and superabun- 
dant mucking, much Land in Hertfordshirfe 
will to a stranger appear high rented, but the 
facility of bringing dung from the metropolis 
in return for hay, straw, &c. is considered 
equivalent to 5^. or 6^. per Acre. 

Rents are difficult to average; 

Arable Lands will sustain full 20^. per 
Acre, Meadow on the Stort more than 40^. 
small quantities as accommodation land 
and garden ground will reach 80^. but the 
gradations of arable are from 10^. upwards^ 
and the hungry, retentive, springy, yellow 
clays j in pasture as low as 15^. The differ- 
ence in value between open fields and enclo- 
sures when the quality agrees is full 5^. an 
acre in favour of the latter ; some parishes 
are wholly open^ Barkway and Royston for 
example, and there are in the county up- 
wards of one hundred thousand acres of com- 
mons and lands subject to common rights 
besides wastes. 

So riiany hoblemen and rich commoners 
are resident, that poors rates have been rea- 
sonable ; the platting of straw and lace-makirlg 
are also essential helps, the women and chil-» 
dren being chiefly engaged in those pursuits^ 
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a girl of twelve years old has earned 15^. a 
week. 

When Cheshunt was enclosed one hundred 
acres were left by diretion of the Act of Parlia- 
ment as a stinted Common for Cottages not 
exceeding £6 annual value, and it is to be 
lamented that this plan had not been more 
general, but although many and extensive 
enclosures have taken place in Hertfordshire, 
this is the only instance of the kind. 

Hertfordshire is proverbial for good Jive 
fences, and attention bestowed to keep them 
neat and free from weeds and rubbish ; the 
agriculturists also pride themselves on the 
selection and variety of their seeds, keeping 
long intervals between each, one year fetch- 
ing it from Cambridge, a second from the 
Isle of Thanet, the third from Somersetshire^ 
and so on half round the Kingdom. 

Of Swedish Turnips they recite miracles, 
as being the best food for every animal, they 
replenish the udder and do not taint the 
milk. 

Others again prefer the great drum cab- 
bages, carefully removing the blemished 
leaves* 
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In other parts the very sight of carrots^ 
dwells the milk pail, and facilitates the opera- 
tions of the dairy. 

Parsnips are cultivated for fattening bul* 
locks, but beets are considered equally good 
and better than carrots. 

Thus we perceive that the more we read of 
farming, the more difficult it is to discover a 
good or a settled system^ much more an in-t- 
fallible one* 

Farmers are proverbially a discontented 
race, who whilst they grow wealthy on one 
soil, murmur instinctively at Tithes and Tax- 
ation. Some years ago walking over an es- 
tate near Watford, I was accompanied by 
the tenant, a fine portly yeoman with a broad 
beavdrj frock coat, and large white metal but- 
tons bearing the cognizance of the Salisbury 
hunt ; he wielded a buck handled whip like a 
sceptre, walked like a king, and was a perfect 
combination of Nimrod and Gincinnatus. 

As we sauntered over his fallows and mea* 
dows, the conversation naturally turned upon 
the prospects of the harvest and the peculi- 
arities of his farm. 

K 2 
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Q. The Land you hold of the Marqui^^ i^ 
very good is it not Mr. Thornton ? 
A. It ai'nt bad Sir. 

Q. The Timber I understand in this neigh- 
bourhood is very thriving, 
A. Why I've seen worse Sir. 

Q. You have an abundance of chalk toa 
which is an advantage ? 

A. We don't object to it Sir. 

Q0 You are likewise conveniently situated 
for markets ? 

A. Why we don^t complain Sir. 

Q. You are plentifully supplied with fruit 
if I may judge from your Orchards ? 
A. Pretty middling for that Sir 

Q. Corn is at a fair price now for you 1 
A. It be'nt a bit too high Sir. 

Q. The Canals must facilitate the convey- 
ance of produce considerably ? 

A. They are better than bad roads to be 
sure Sir. 

Q. Your rent is moderate ? 
A. But Tse a large family Sir. 
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Q. How many does it consist of? 
A. Why not so many mouths as feet Sir ; 
but as many as I can fill. 

Q. The more children the more blessings ? 
A. The more stomachs the more bread 
loaves Sir. 

Q. Your rector bears a high character for 
generosity and spiritual mindedness. 

A. There ought to be some good'ns amongst 
*em. 

This individual although an inveterate grumr 
bier, was evidently proud of his rank in life, and 
I am persuaded was neither discontented with 
providence nor ungrateful to his landlord, but 
evasion had become habitual, and I believe it 
to be a principle in rural education ; his barns 
and staddles groaned with the produce of three 
harvests, his flocks and herds covered the pas- 
tures round, twenty yoke of oxen revelled in 
his stalls, beagles, pointers, and greyhounds 
filled all the echoes at our approach, his teams 
just returning from plough, looked like ** the 
immortal mares of Diomed," and his home- 
stead altogether was a display of agricultural 
prosperity accompanied by a pardonable os- 
tentation. 
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The Dwelling House was a contrast to all 
this profusion and yet consistent ; we entered 
a sort of Sportman's Hall paved with square 
bricks, on one side next the window stood a 
long and ponderous oak table with Elizabe- 
than legs, the fire place was one of those 
commodious recesses which contain a whole 
family at Christmas festivals, and the shaft 
p-bove groaned with chines, cheeks, hams and 
flitches, three or four fowling pieces were 
suspended from the ceiling ; shot bags, pow- 
der horns, and fishing tackle decorated the 
walls ; the antlers of a buck served for hat 
pegs ; and Reynard's brush for an achieve- 
ment ; a baron of his own beef smoked upoa 
the board, home made bread and homebrewed 
ale, pewter plates and brazen flagons supplied 
every requisite without the introduction of a 
table decker, butler, or confectioner. The 
family, their guests, and domestics (at a 
yespectful distance,) all sat down together; 
within this apartment was a parlour with a 
sanded floor, a cupboard of china, an eight- 
day clock, a weather glass, and a cribbage 
board, but no mirror, carpet, couch, qr piano 
wa$ perceptible throughout the establish-' 
)nent, such appendages only suited amateurs 
who drove to market in Tilburj/s. 
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The County can boast magnificent timber 
and copse wood, and its streams are fre- 
quented by the most accomplished anglers, 
but these matters I may have occasion to 
refer to hereafter. There is one remark 
proper however in this place, never let Wood 
Lands to a tenant of any description ; his ob- 
ject being but the most lucrative to himself, 
he cuts away without discrimination, and 
leaves no saplings to follow in succession the 
monarcbs of the forest. It is held however 
by many, that timber trees and copse cannot 
flourish together, they may possibly be better 
separated, but there are many splendid proofs 
that the union is not forbidden by the laws of 
nature. 

The Marchioness of Salisbury's experimen- 
tal ground must not be omitted, it consists 
or consisted (for I am not sure that it has 
been sustained since her melancholy decease) 
of seventeen acres of potatoes, carrots, par- 
snips, mangle wurzel, coleseed, cabbages, 
lettuces, lucerne, and pease, as a succeda- 
ueum to the Dairy and Piggeries, and by a 
Register of the Year 1795 affords a convinc- 
ing proof how much more profitable it is to 
cultivate a small quantity of land well than 
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a great breadth indifferentljr. In that year 
her Ladyship grew, 

4 Acres of Carrots, 
4 — of Parsnips. 
6 — of Cabbage. 

1 — of Potatoes. 

2 — of Lucerne 

Which estimated at the market prices pro-* 
duced a profit of !|Four hundred and Fifty^ 
four pounda, vi?^ :—r 

Gross Produce , , , . £598 

The Expence of ploughing, har-l ^^ g g 
rowing manure and seeds, was j 

Hoeing and cleaning 21 

llarvesting , 43 11 6 

110 Q 
,^dd rent at 40^. per Apniun, ... 34 

144 

Leaves profit, , 454 



This appears incredible, but with a well se- 
lected soil, a heavy purse, and a vigilant eye, 
iqcredibilities may be accomplished. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



SURREY. 



TOPOGRAPHICAL RECOLLECTIONS, 



What pen shall do justice to Surrey; to 
Richmond, Cowper'sHill, the Valeof Mickle- 
ham, its Rivera, its Waters, and its Sylvan 
Shades I 

Nature has certainly tried ** her master 
band" on this County, and the taste of British 
Noblemen with the opulence of British Mer- 
chants have availed themselves of 



" every jut and coigue of ^Vantage*' 

to adorn her works; her hills are crowned 
with mansions, their declivities with rich 
^nd umbrageous foliage, her vallies smile 
with increase, her streams meander with 
pellucid waters, spring-tide and summer j^rc 
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constant with her ; her autumns prolific and 
her winters mild ; the eye luxuriates in deli- 
cious landscapes, the mind is refreshed by 
interesting recollections. Poets have been 
her Historians, and History is embellished 
by the achievements of her sons; her " vari- 
ety is charming,'^ her soil frutful, her climate 
genial, serenity dwells within her borders, 
and beauty embraces her. 

Could old Sir William Walworth ** revisit 
the glimpses of the moon^* he would be asto- 
nished to find his favourite village terminated 
only by the Beulah Spa, that Newington 
Butts had expanded to Streatham Common, 
that Vauxhall and Wandsworth had formed 
a matrimonial union, that a mouthful of pure 
air must be sought beyond the ten mile stone, 
and that half a days journey was necessary 
to reach a kennel of fox hounds or harriers. 

But these barriers past it is immaterial in 
what direction our locomotive faculties pro- 
gress ; Box Hill, Leith Hill, Cowpers Hill, 
Bichmond, spread before us surpassing 
beauties ; Norbury, Nonsuch, Polesdon, 
Claremont, Cobham, Esher,Oatlands, Ash ted, 
Depden, Denbys, Beechworth, Bookham, 
Durdans, Thorncroft, Woodcote, Randalls, 
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Chert Park, the Rookery, Moor Park, Pepper** 
harrow, Busbridge, Hanstie Wootton, Farn- 
hara, Loseley, Clandon, Bagshot, Sutton, 
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taste, forget some of his manifold errors ; 
they however survive, and his vain monu- 
ment has not a vestige remaining ; having 
been destroyed by the Duchess of Cleveland, 
the mistress of Charles the lid.; a woman as 
profligate, and wanton as the Monarch who 
founded the House, and his Successor who 
granted the endowment. 

Claremont, rendered interesting by the un- 
timely fate of the Princess Charlotte, has 
many claims upon our notice ; Vanbrugh, 
celebrated for the enormous masses in which 
his genius displayed itself, erected a mansion 
here for his own residence ; to him succeeded 
the Duke of Newcastle, prime Minister to 
George the Second. Lord Clive to whom we 
are indebted for our Indian Empire, built the 
present princely edifice; and after descendi- 
ing into the hands of a Commoner, it was 
purchased by Government as a suitable Resi- 
dence for the heiress of the British Throne ; 
the melancholy denouement it is superfluous 
to introduce, 

Esher, is inseparable from Henry the Eighth 
and Wolsey, Queen Mary and Gardiner, Eliza- 
beth and Lord Howard of Effingham. The an- 
cestor of the present possessor was a member 
of the Stock Exchange, and of origin ex- 
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tremely humble ; Providence bestowed upon 
him a calculating mind, and Nature endowed 
him with the mien and manners of a polished 
gentleman, the principles of a man of honour 
and a very amiable disposition. 

Oatlands has been the residence of many 
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Mr. Tyers, the projector of Vauxhall Gar-* 
dens, availed himself of the situation of 
Denbighs, to display his facility in trans- 
formation ; the present gardens originally a 
waste, he converted into a delightful theatre 
for merriment, the dance, and song ; Den- 
bighs on the contrary which he found a 
paradise, he disfigured by the attributes of 
melancholy; and groves^ and temples for sad- 
ness and despondency to mope in and to 
mourn ; it is now the splendid residence of 
one of our richest commoners who has intro* 
duced more cheerful objects* 

Beechworth Castle is a faint relique of 
a fine Baronial Residence, where four or 
five centuries ago the Fitz- Allans and many 
other Fitzes delighted to dwell ; it has been 
recently purchased by Mr. Hope, and it is 
feared doomed to destruction, but traces of 
antiquity remain in the splendid ivy which 
envelopes its ruined walls, and graces its mo- 
dern features; the avenues of limes and 
elms which form the approaches are superb. 

Durdans is supposed to contain all that 
i*emains of the palace of Nonsuch. 

Moor Park was the seat of Sir William 
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Temple, a great statesman in the days of bad 
government and corruption, or Swift was a 
very superfluous Satirist ; that compound of 
wit and buffoonery, eccentricity and insanity, 
piety and immorality, amorous affections and 
stoicism, passed his best and happiest days 
here, as Secretary to Sir William, and his 
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some, of Morland's sober days ; arid othef*^, 
of Fuseli and Westall, which one wouhl 
hardly have expected to find in such good 
company; the one executed good conceptions 
like a maniac, the other rural scenes with 
the sentimentality of a novelist. 

Wotten gave birth to John Evelyn, and 
the Church received his venerated ashes; his 
long, innocent, useful and interesting life, is 
or ought to be, familiar to every good man ; 
Historians have thought it worth while to 
mention a table made out of one plank of 
oak more than five feet gauge, and to enu- 
merate the green satin doublets, gallooned 
cloaks, javeliiie-mfen, trumpeters and ban- 
ners, which preceded his father when High 
Sheriff of the County ; the Table is still in 
existence, and enough of the Mansion to 
identify its Elizabethan birth ; but the cloaks 
and doublets will never more adorn a County 
Pageant. 

Farnham has becomfe ati Episcopal Resi- 
dence since the remote period of the Saxon 
Kings; the Castle was built by Bishop de 
Blois, Brother of King Stephen, but not 
much more remains of his fortress than 
bis mitre, thanks to the citil wars and Sir 
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edifice according to the style and fashion of 
the time in which it was erected ;" verily its 
antiquity is its only beauty. The whistling 
winds of three centuries have ventilated its 
halls and corridors, striven in vain to ob- 
literate its quaint devices, and decompose its 
huge deformity. 

The delightful eminences which form the 
Alpha and Omega of my list, well merit the 
exuberance both of the pencil and the pen j 
but I fear my descriptive powers would con- 
convey a very faint idea of their unfading 
beauties. I have seen them under each varia- 
tion of the atmosphere, and the glowing sun* 
shine or the sweeping storm develop equally 
the beauties of their landscapes ; T have visited 
every part of England, but within the same 
space have found nothing to compare with 
Surrey, viewed from the several lovely spots, 
and elevations previously enumerated ; there 
are many bolder and more romantic prospects, 
but few so rich and animated. Scaws and 
Fells are more terrific, but cultivation and 
civilization predominate here to the highest 
perfection ; indeed they are indescribable, 
and I must leave my readers to the force of 
their own fertile imagination. 
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Ditton, rank high in their class. Ketgatd 
Steeple is a beautiful object rising over the 
adjacent town amidst its groups of foliage, 
but beyond these specimens I find difficulty 
in selecting any deserving a particular visit ; 
there are however many monuments which we 
must not pass in silence; the Catews for in- 
stance at Beddington in true Corinthian state ; 
the enamel purbeck figures of the Gaynsfords 
at Carshalton ; Sir Robert Clayton in the in- 
signia of Lord Mayor of London, and the Lady 
Mayoress, at Bletchingly ; the Ladbrokes, 
the Bludders, the Thurlands, &c. at Reigate ; 
not omitting the Vault of the Howards of 
Effingham ; the Tombs of the Bulkeleys, and 
the Glynns at Ewell, are worthy of atten- 
tion, showing in full costume Lord Mayors, 
Knights, Governors, and Presidents, when 
such men were worth looking at for sump- 
tuous apparel, if for nothing more. 

There are several handsome monuments at 
Durdans by Flaxman ; one, disfigured by a 
very silly inscription. To the Canons Seats we 
must also spare a glance. The monumental 
cross of Robert Skirne at Kingston, who 
married the daughter of Alice Pearce, Mis- 
tress to Edward the Third, is curious from 
many causes; from its antiquity, from dis- 
playing the costume of the Laity in those 
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nificent production ; there is also a black 
marble slab in memory of Lilly the famous 
astrologer, which has been removed from his 
remains to remain where it is ; or perhaps 
the removers disclaim any care about it. 
There are also monuments to many Earls, 
Baronets, General Officers, the Rodney 
family, &c. ; and a tablet reciting a feat of 
strength and activity difficult to credit, but 
the reign of Elizabeth to which it refers, 
records many strange things. In Ham Church 
are the Trophies brought from Gibraltar, 
by Lord Dorchester, with his helmet, spear 
and gauntlets ; in Aldbury Church, two cu- 
rious pillars are incorporated, supposed, as 
well as a font, which is the fragment of a 
third, to have been brought from a Ro- 
man Temple that stood in the vicinity. In 
Trinity Church, Guildford, is one of those 
absurd piles of allegory prevalent in the time 
of King James, dedicated to Archbishop 
Abbott ; if not beautiful, it is fine and cu- 
rious, from the redundancy of its ornaments. 
Also a cenotaph for Arthur Onslow, thirty- 
three years Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons ; hiB effigy represents him in a Roman 
habit, resting on piles of the Journals of 
Parliament, which do not seem precisely in 
keeping with the ancient costume. There 
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William de Warren and Queen Elizabeth 
are heard of every where ; the resting places 
of the latter during her progresses, have 
made illustrious (I suppose we are to call it) 
Croydon, Beddington, Loseley House, Sutton 
Place, and Nonsuch ; and wherever good quar- 
ters were to be obtained, there in velvet 
chairs and state trappings, the Royal Pilgrim 
may be traced. The followers of the Con- 
queror were equally partial to splendid doings 
and gorgeous apparel ; William de Warren, 
the Conqueror's Son in law, was created Earl 
of Surrey, and rewarded by no less than two 
hundred Lordships ; we know not their value 
in those days, but their extent amounted to 
little principalities; the Barons then held 
that martial state which has attached so much 
interest to the feudal times, and suited those 
stupendous castles that now form so many 
romantic ruins; Reigate was one of them, 
and no doubt the terror of " the Vale of 
Holmsdale;" Guildford, doubtless another, 
brimful of " horrid narrative/' The outer 
gate still remains a miserable relic of a 
remote period ; while the keep rises majes-^ 
tically above the town, and is still in good 
preservation, although the storms of ten cen- 
turies have assailed it. Bletchingley and 
iStarborough Castles, though without ghost 
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or tradition, are of the same class ; but of these 
and others, little remains except knolls or 
green embankments to tell that they once 
rang with martial clamour. 

The few remaining relics are not of much 
importance ; they are chiefly Roman ; memo- 
rials of that powerful people, whose legions 
though sufficiently despotic, brought with 
them important improvements. Roman foot- 
steps therefore deserve to be held in respect, 
as the precursors of refinement, the progress 
of intellect, and the cultivation of science. 
We find Entrenchments at Hourne, called 
Thunderfield Castle; and Barrows on God- 
stone Green ; Tumuli at Addington ; a tradi- 
tion but nothing more at Battle Bridge, near 
Gatton; in Ockley, the Devils Causeway; 
Castle Bank at Westcott ; an extensive Camp 
at Holmbury ; a Cemetery, Relics and 
Coins at Kingston ; at Walton and Oatlands, 
Caesar's Camps ; and the Coway Stakes at a 
Ford in the Thames, but in what precise spot 
antiquarians and historians have neveragreed, 
further than that the ford lay between Sur- 
rey and an opposite county. In the vicinity 
of Aldbury a temple and other remarka- 
ble ruins, and in Hascomb we have Castle 
Hill ; th0 chief of them are unquestionably 
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Roman, the rest may be attributed to the 
Aborigines, the Danes, or the Saxons. 

The marvellous catalogue, includes The 
Queens Oak in Beddington Park, the skull 
of Sir Walter Raleigh at West Horsley, 
the Carew Lock without a keyhole in 
the Hall at Beddington, the Oaks cele- 
brated in sporting and dramatic story, the 
defunct rotten boroughs of Gatton and the 
aforesaid Bletchingly, the Roldham stone 
at Nutfield, Dorking Fowls, the genuine 
breed of which have five claws and are sup- 
posed of Roman origin (the talons of those 
heroes certainly shewed they were pretty 
chickens ;) Hulls Tower on Leeth Hill, the 
Residence of Skeltons famous Ale Wife 
Eleanor Rumming at Leatherhead, Hascomb 
Beech, on the Castle Hill at Hascomb, 
Mother Ludlams hole in Moor Park, the 
Copper Cauldron in Frensham Church, 
Frensham Pond three miles in circumference, 
the vegetable wonders of Woking Church 
Yard, whose appearance and disappearance, 
inark the decomposition of bodies ; and lastly 
Runnymead, where King John did so much, 
nolens volens, for John Bull. 

The Manor of Addington is held by the 
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service of providing a dish at the King's 
Coronation called Malpigernoun ; the ingre- 
dients of which have puzzled all our cooks and 
gastronomists ; the original grant was made 
by Henry the Second to his Cook, 

Richmond entails the Office of Cupbearer ; 
an inclosure of land in Walton, was held by 
the service of distributing bread and ale on 
All Saints day, for the Souls of all the Kings 
of England ; the Hundred of Blackheath by 
the Sergeantry of carrying up the first dish 
to the Kings Table, wheresoever he shall be 
in England, on the feast of St James ; and 
many of these customs are still complied 
with, either in person, by deputy, or by a 
pecuniary fine. 

But with its constellation of charms Surrey 
has conspicuous blemishes. 

I know of no parallel to the dreary ride 
from Bagshot to Farnham, except its counter- 
part from Basingstoke through Sandhurst to 
Bagshot ; they each lie over the same wild waste 
of uncultivatable sands and moors^ which 
reject even " The Fir the Scotch Fir, never 
out of place" as I think Churchill has it in 
some of those bitter philippics which first 
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exalted him from an humble parish priest to 
an ostentatious courtier, and then stripping 
him of his ** little brief authority" sent him in 
penury to the grave. 

The Duke of Gloucester built a mansion on 
the verge of this British Arabia, enclosed a 
large tract of the desart, employed all the 
surplus labour of the parish, and thus acquired 
the reputation of a kind condescending and 
charitable prince, a good landlord and 
agreeable neighbour; but although he had 
a very clever Steward, matchless cows, 
his incomparable teams, in every lamb 
a beauty, and in each pig a picture, 
the balance by some casualty (which was 
never to occur again) was annually (lis* 
covered on the wrong side of the account. 
At his decease no purchaser could be found 
for the Estate at a price approximating its 
estimated value, and I believe it ultimately 
merged in the Royal Domain and is become 
^n integral p^rt of Windsor Forest. 
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It is unnecessary to trouble my readers 
with observations on the serpent-like sinuosi- 
ties of the Thames, to observe when its course 
is South-east, or where it inclines to the 
West, when it indents the land, or sweeps 
around here a town, and there a village. 
Such niceties are foreign to the objects of 
these excursions. 

We now enter upon Surrey, a County fat 
which as before observed a preference is very 
generally expressed, as the climate is mild and 
genial, and suited to most constitutions ; yetis 
its surface disfigured by a large proportion of 
wretched uncultivated land, and in many 
places the wintry winds visit it very roughly^ 
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From Kingston to the borders of Hampshire^ 
there is an unusual proportion of unproduc- 
tive land ; and the fine prospects from the 
Hog's Back, on which the road runs from 
Guildford to Farnham, but ill repay the 
rough usage the Traveller experiences who 
cannot select his opportunities for admiring 
its beauties. 

Spring and Harvest in Surrey precede the 
seasons north of the Thames at least a fortnight. 
The variations of the soil are so infinite, and 
the transitions so sudden, that our geologists 
have been much perplexed to identify their 
localities ; as many learned discussions upon 
what is and what is not clay, have taken 
place here, as in Hertfordshire ; in the latter 
place all Loam is Clay, and in Surrey all Clay 
is Loam ; but as I cannot possibly decide 
which opinion is most deserving regard, I 
shall respectfully leave the subject where I 
found it, and from the experience df others 
give the best account I can discover^ 

In some parts, the Clays are pale and 
sickly looking, in others brown and healthy ; 
in one, they cut like soap, in others pulverize 
before the ploughshare ; heat and moisture 
affect them differently ; over one a lady may 
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walk with embroidered sandals, on the other^ 
high-lows and hobnails are indispensable ; 
the best advice I can give however is, keep 
to the Chalks and Sandy Loams until the 
wise ones have terminated their controversy • 

The superficial contents of Surrey are 
about Five Hundred and Twenty Thousand 
Acres ; extent from North to South, twenty 
six Miles, and from East to West Thirty- 
eight, or thereabouts. 

All the Southern side of the County is 
clay, to a breadth averaging little less than 
six miles; let a line pass from Lingfield 
round Charlwood^ Horley, Newdigate, Ew- 
hiirst, and Hambledon, to Haslemere; and 
all to the South will be found a deep cold, 
and retentive clay, difficult, laborious, and 
expensive to cultivate. 

The whole of the Downs, and the inter- 
vening country between Ewell and Reigate 
are also clay, but of a different and rather 
better quality, having a mixture of flints 
and chalk ; and between the two, there is a 
strip of clay, so dark as to be called " The 
black Land,*' about two to three hundred 
yards only in width, running from the foot 
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of Box Hill, parallel with the Chalk Hills 
and into Kent. This is very heavy and re- 
tentive, but produces good crops either of 
corn or pasturage, and is in general kept 
down in pasture, from the very heavy labour 
and expence attending its conversion into 
arable. 

Clays also prevail at Stoke Dabernoili 
Chessington, Maiden, and Morden, between 
Wanborough and Tongham, and on the bor-^ 
ders of Hampshire below the Romping 
Downs ; Again, in the lower parts of Camber- 
well, Dulwich, Peckham and Penge Com^ 
mon, and away to Norbury Park with slight 
intermixtures only of lighter land; they 
may be traced also adjacent to Croydon> 
Beddington, West Horsley, Clandon and Me* 
roc; Ewell also partakes of them, and 
between Ewell and Guildford they will be 
found very little remote from the road ; in 
fact Clays abound in every part of Surrey, 
deep, cold, retentive and heavy ; of various 
qualities and differing in colour and value ; 
they are intermixed with the sandy loams, 
and flints intersect the lighter soils and 
chalk, in short they penetrate in all direc* 
tions, like the fibres of a Cabbage leaf ; of 
course Clays will not do for sheep farms, and 
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therefore the Surrey Farmers abuse them 
unremittingly, but they should be reminded 
that mankind cannot exist upon butchers 
meat alone, however well fed and high fla- 
voured ; and therefore a reasonable proportion 
of Strong Loams or Clays must be tolerated 
that we may have a little bread as well as 
mutton. It is however admitted that the 
cold and clinging soil alluded to, is the most 
objectionable a Farmer can have, and should 
be assessed at a very moderate rent ; a great 
deal of this sort of land in Surrey is not 
worth more than ten shillings an acre, but 
where Chalk is at hand and the localities 
good, it will reach twenty shillings, and 
notwithstanding obstinancy and antipathy, 
will I suspect, average fifteen shillings. 

Practical agriculturists have attempted to 
define the loams under different heads, and 
to assign their localities — thus 

The Strong Loams are traceable from 
Guildford to Ripley, in the meadows along 
the Thames, particularly at Kingston, also 
at Leigh, and in the Southern vicinity of 
Red Hill, forward to Bletchingley and Tan- 
ridge; Streatham and Tooting also sbare 
largely. 

M 
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Hazlc or Lighter Loams, abound in the 
Cobhams, at Woking, and Horsehill; at 
Mortlake they are rich and good, adapted for 
Market gardens ; Battersea Fields, the vici- 
nity of Wandsworth and Kingston, are also 
much favoured ; from Guildford to Farnham, 
avoiding the Hog's Back^ and when you get 
into the Hop Grounds, they will be found to 
a considerable extent ; towards the borders 
of Hampshire they are also discerned. 

Calcareous or Chalky Loams^ prevail at 
the foot of the Downs ; from Croydon to 
Epsom they are very superior, and between 
Guildford and the former place, predominate 
very generally; they vary very much in 
depth ; some so shallow as td be of very mo- 
derate value ; in the dips of the hills and 
hollows they are met with through the whole 
range of the Downs. 

Leaving the Croydon road at Purley, 
flints prevail all the way to Godstone, like 
sands upon the sea shore; and again between 
Godstone and Mertsham; they may be 
termed, if the term be admissible, '* the soil 
of the Country." 

Sandy Loams ramify through the county 
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in all directions; from Limpsfield on the 
Kentish Border they run nearly in a direct 
line of about half a mile only in breadth, to 
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agriculturist; the Syrian desarts can scarcely 
be more " barren, deaf and duffy," none but 
a native who has spent a large portion of his 
life in the county can follow its geological 
strata, none but a local agent should have the 
presumption to offer an opinion upon it^ capa- 
bility and value. 

It is this very singular variety that gives 
to Surrey those picturesque features for which 
it is so renowned ; even the fascinations of 
Windsor and Richmond diminish by famili- 
arity, and Bagshot Heath is a relief after the 
eye has dwelt upon luxuriance to satiety. The 
gentle undulations of this delightful county, 
its lovely parks and boldly swelling downs, 
the Thames, the Medway, the Lodden, the 
Mole, the Wey, and the Wandle, meandering 
through its lawns and meads, convey images 
of beauty and fertility in every direction. 

The produce almost peculiar to this county 
is fullers earth and fire stone. The former 
is found in the fields and valleys, stretching 
from the borders of Gatton Park and Red 
Hill towards Bletchingley, particularly about 
Nutfield, where the pits have been so often 
visited as to render future supply precarious. 
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The price at the pit is about six or seven 
shillings per ton, but on being shipped in the 
Thames for the clothing districts, augments 
to thirty shillings and upwards. The latter 
attains its value from its faculty of resisting 
heat; it is therefore in demand for setting 
stoves at the Glass Houses, and gave rise by 
its discovery to the celebrated and profitable 
Plate Glass Works at Vauxhall ; those for- 
tune-making days however are gone by. 
Peace and Plenty! by the introduction of fo- 
reign luxuries, brought to Vauxhall and half 
the kingdomr ruin and something more ; not 
however that such blessings are less estima- 
ble because their operation has been partially 
prejudicial ; it would be hard indeed were the 
kingdom to be continued in a state of per- 
petual warfare to suit the makers of mirrors, 
muskets and scarlet coats ; there are other 
instruments and other tints for garments, 
which peace can introduce and soon draw off 
the surplus labour from more sanguinary oc- 
cupations. 

Iron IS thought to abound in many parts of 
Surrey, but *' Antithrite" is wanting to smelt 
the ore and adventurers to find it ; in search of 
this mineral, there is a long story in the report 
of the Board of Agriculture about a Parson 
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Thornborough, Prince Rupert, Lilly, an 
Astrologer, Smith, an amateur chymist, 
cats head, mother-o'- pearl, periwinkles and 
cockle shells, which does any thing but in- 
crease a man's confidence in the labours 
and investigations of that sapient body. 

The subterranean courses of the Mole must 
also be treated in a great degree as a fable, 
the truth being in few words that from pecu- 
liarities in the soil, the stream is absorbed 
in seasons of drought; if to these you add 
Walker's quackeries on Epsom salts, the 
wonders of Surrey vanish, or rather its mira- 
culous characteristics change into rational- 
ities, 

Surrey is a splendid county in regard to 
its population, there are more noblemen and 
gentlemen resident here than in any other 
division of the kingdom, of similar dimen- 
sions ; the yeomanry, by which class I mean 
individuals who farm their own estates, are 
not so numerous as in many other counties ; 
land is too valuable for general agricultural 
purposes, except upon the verge of the county, 
consequently small freeholders are found only 
in a limited district, and are most numerous 
on the border contiguous to Hampshire. 
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The farm houses are not conspicuous for 
good appearance, comfort, or convenience ; it 
is difficult to imagine or to come to a just 
conclusion upon the indifference shewn by 
tenants on these subjects ; sometimes we dis- 
cover attention to the outbuildings a promi- 
nent object, but the houses remain from 
generation to generation with little addition 
or improvement, beyond indispensable peri- 
odical patchings and sustentation ; whether 
this arise from selfish feelings lest pros- 
perity should become too evident, and lead 
to increase of rent, &c., to a total deficiency 
in taste, or a grinding parsimony, it is per- 
haps idle to investigate ; but the fact is in- 
controvertible, that agricultural buildings are 
by no means of a decorative character in this 
opulent county. 

The farms are of all sizes from twenty to 
fifteen hundred acres, and of course of all 
qualities from deep and heavy clays to mi- 
grating sands, 

'^ When Bagshot Heath shall come to Pepper Harrow/' 

is a far more rational prophecy than the 
equivocal invincibility with which the weird 
sisters beguiled Macbeth, for it is not at all 
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an unusual circumstance to sow in Surrey, 
and reap in Hampshire or Berkshire. 

In this county, as in the kingdom generally, 
small holdings are merging into large; the land 
Qwner and the capitalist both find their in- 
terest in it; and it stands to reason that 
a thousand acres with only one house, one 
homestead, with suitable working stock and 
implements to sustain, must be more economi- 
cal and produqtive, than four or half a dozen 
establishments that can barely horse a plough 
together, without falling under the censure of 
the Society for the suppression of cruelty to 
animals ; but this is a controversy upon which 
r^ams of paper have been covered without any 
great progress being effected in proselytism, 
and it is quite as possible unanimity will 
prevail upon the subject as upon the more 
momentous ones, the Slave Trade, Catho- 
lic Emancipation, the Reforrn Bill, and the 
Voluntary System. 

The ignorance and rusticity of th^ farmers 
in the weald of Surrey, and the unproductive 
districts bordering upon Bagshot Heath, are 
singular; they pride themselves in neither 
making or wishing to make any improve- 
ments in advance of their ancestors. On the 
wolds of Yorkshire, and the inaccessible 
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fells of Westmoreland, men are not more 
uncultivated, less ambitious of education, and 
more stupidly prejudiced ; the more rude their 
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No indiyidual should attempt the cultiva- 
tion of a farm in this country of a mixed 
character, with less than a capital of from 
£V2 to £15 per acre, and expect to stand 
well with his landlord, independent in the 
markets, and fearless of the seasons. 

The Surrey men are very fanciful in their 
ploughs, and have a specimen I suspect of all 
in existence, viz. : — their native fabrications, 
the Norfolk, the Kentish, the Stafford, the 
Suffolk, the Scotch, besides swings, and 
snaps, and tacks, and gigs, and skims, turn- 
wrests with and without wheels, and every 
sample since the days when Cincinnatus left 
the consular camp to plant cabbages. 

Their draining is peculiar by the Suffolk 
Plough, and the Mole Plough ; the latter fol- 
lowing a furrow of the former, which is re- 
turned upon the moles burrow ; their rollers, 
drills, and scufflers are similar to their neigh- 
bours far and near. The contiguity of the 
London markets makes straw too valuable 
for the thrashing machine, appearance going 
a great way with grooms and liverymen. 

In regard to fallowing, the course of crops, 
preparation, manuring, &c., there are as many 
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opinions as ploughmen ; for seeds they go to 
Thanet, Somerset and Hertford, to Poland, to 
Tartary, and Siberia, or any zone of the earth, 
torrid, temperate, or frigid, that offers a novel 
and bountiful produce* 

All sorts of vegetables are reared in great 
perfection ; and hops are cultivated to a 
great extent throughout the country ; but at 
Farnham they are the sole object of many 
individuals, and are held in the highest esti- 
mation, always maintaining a priority of 
price as £d is to £10, or thereabouts. 

The people are not so engrossed in this 
branch of husbandry as their competitors in 
Kent, but in certain districts their conversa- 
tion runs enough upon it to make us desire 
them to dismount from their hobby and take 
off their spurs at least, which they do with 
great reluctance. About Farnham the harvest 
terminates with procession, flags and music, 
feasting, dancing, and intoxication ; upon 
which if any remark be made, they reply, 
" we get drunk at the end of our labours, 
but the pickers in Kent and Sussex, get 
drunk every day." 

It is an extraordinary circumstance that in 
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such a favourite county as Surrey, and so 
adjacent to the metropolis, that there were 
in 1813, no less than fifty-five commons, 
heaths, and common fields, containing 
nearly Sixty-four Thousand acres, or an 
eighth of the whole superfices ; and what is 
still more remarkable, the soil with few ex- 
ceptions is capable of profitable agricultural 
application, for the improvement of which the 
vicinity of the metropolis ofiers so many 
important facilities. Nearly all the heaths 
it has been asserted by experienced men 
will receive plantations to advantage, the 
Commons will invariably yield good Crops 
of corn, and yet these Sixty-four Thousand 
acres are permitted to remain totally unpro- 
ductive. Some parts have been enclosed 
since the period alluded to, but the proportion 
is very small. 

The abundance of Chalk and Lime in 
Surrey renders its Farmers rather fastidious 
in respect to manure, and they rather coquet, 
with the compounds of the metropolis than 
court them with eagerness. 

Surrey is not a grazing county ; it neither 
contributes much to the butcher or the dairy 
Maid. Suckling was once extensively pur- 
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sued here, but is now declining rapidly ; the 
gentlemen are very fanciful, som^ had rather 
see a handsome Cow than a good one; others 
prefer a bag of bones to the finest prize beast, 
ever exhibited at Dixon's Repository ; others 
again must have a sheeted Cow tethered 
down upon their half acre of grass to look 
pretty, but throughout the country there is 
no pretension to a display in heavy cattle. 

Sheep are confined very much to the chalk 
hills and the downs ; South Down are the 
favourite breed and the Merinos are ex- 
ploded ; but the shifts the Surreymen are put 
to, to find food for their (locks, prove that 
sheep farms are not so well adapted to the 
soil as could be desired ; if they have a choice 
for particular objects, they buy in Wiltshire 
for folding, the Dorset for early Lambs, and 
the Downs for the Shambles. 

They have little pride in their teams, their 
hogs are mongrel^ they rather shine however 
in poultry, particularly the far famed Dorking 
breed; where Rabbits should be encouraged, 
they are neglected, and where they only 
commit damage^ they are cherished. Surrey 
is the only county where such an establish- 
ment as a hare warren exists, there is or 
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was one to be seen on Banstead downs ; upon 
the whole therefore we must consider the 
Surrey Farmers as rather whimsical and un- 
certain in all their pursuits, propensities and 
predilections, and not haying strongly en- 
grossed our affections, hoping no offence, we 
will wish them good bye. 

Canals in Surrey are proverbially abortions ; 
the Basingstoke, the Croydon, and the Grand 
Surrey are unequalled for absorbtion of 
Capital, and minutiae of Dividend, whilst the 
Railway from Wandsworth to Mertsham is a 
monopoly to Messrs. Joliffe and Banks. 

The Population exceeds Three Hundred 
Thousand. 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL RECOLLECTIONS. 

The Counties of England vary in natural 
aspect, in dialect, and in local terms and 
customs, almost as essentially as if isolated 
by " The Atlantic Wave." 

Sussex is evidently distinguished in this 
way, its vernacular is a perfect howl, its 
surface a chain of oaken groves growing 
with the profusion of weeds in a poor argilla- 
ceous soil, whilst its topographical divisions 
remain purely feudal in nomenclature, al- 
though time has left them but the name. In 
the palmy days of Chivalry each rape had 
its baronial castle, a forest, deer-park, rivers 
and streams for the sports and indulgencies 
of the Lords Paramount ; of these rapes, there 
were six, which in other counties are repre- 
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sented by tythings, laths, wapentakes, &c!. 
but it is believed military despotism in its 
most austere characteristics, predominated to 
a greater extent in this maritime county 
than in any other district of the kingdom. 
Here the Normans first planted their standard, 
first became domesticated, erected their first 
tribunal and their first altar. 

Its shores have been distinguished hy 
royalty, and continue to be patronized by the 
beauty of the kingdom ; and whether grave 
or gay> 62tch class may suit itself; for the 
sombre there is Worthing, Brighton for the 
light hearted, Eastbourne for the recluse, and 
St. Leonards for the magnate. 

Brighton was forced into existence as our 
gardeners force dainties and exotics, present- 
ing to us prematurely and unseasonably the 
image of good things, but devoid of taste and 
substance ; it has however greatly improved 
of late, and begins to assume the rank of a 
city. The Pavilion is thought by many to 
realize the palaces of the Arabian Nights ; 
by others it is censured as a puerile bauble 
and a pitiful imitation of oriental magnifi- 
cence. For my own part I think it just what 
it should be, a fanciful and elegant edifice fit 
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for a prince to enjoy a few days recreation 
when his pleasure so inclines ; its singularity 
recommends it to my taste, and without it 
Brighton would lose the air of royalty it pos- 

S6SS6S* 

The New Church presents a very agreeable 
nucleus amidst the fine open areas of the old 
parades. The terraces and squares are clus- 
ters of splendour, and the esplanade from 
Hove to Kemp Town I venture to say, is un- 
rivalled throughout the World ; the Prado 
at Madrid, and the Corso at Naples not 
excepted. Then there are the downs, with the 
pretty farms and villages in the valleys, tlie 
delicious pure air and the fine expanse of 
sea; more of nautical display might yield 
greater animation, but it is questionable whe- 
ther it would be an improvement. 

Worthing possesses the advantage of a 
rural vicinity, and has in itself a quiet and 
stillness sometimes desirable for invalids; 
and which may possibly be preferred by the 
seriously disposed who are in the habit of 
congregating there. It has nothing else pecu- 
liar save fogs and effluvia. 

Eastbourne is insupportably dull and heavy. 

N 
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St. Leonards is stupefaction ; (T speak only 
for myself.) Its ancient neighbour Hastings 
has been ruined by the covetousness that has 
disfigured its romantic features, and nearly 
effaced every vestige of the relics which im- 
parted to it unspeakable interest ; the cliffs 
have been scarped like the smooth face of a 
rampart, the Castle grounds distorted with 
seats and rockwork, and peep-holes, like the 
tea gardens at Hackney and Pentonville ; and 
every object indicative of the ** olden time" 
industriously removed. 

The interior of Sussex is however delight- 
ful ; its indigenous plant the oak, abounds in 
all directions, and the traveller continually 
finds himself in an avenue, a grove, or on an 
elevated terrace from whence prospects the 
most extensive and luxuriant present them- 
selves. Goudhurst, Silver Hill, Fair Light, 
Battle, The Miller's Tomb, The Devil's Dyke, 
&c. &c., spread at his feet scenes perfectly 
enchanting ; the day is never too long to 
meditate upon them, the road never wearies 
which meanders through their golden coppi- 
ces ; hop grounds, orchards, and gardens, lace 
the county from verge to verge, beautiful 
spires or romantic towers crown every hill, 
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gurgling streams and endless banks of wild 
flowers refresh and embalm the air. 

The early history of Sussex is but a narra- 
tive of plunders and assassinations. At the 
conquest William parcelled it out amongst 
four of his followers, who obtained two hun- 
dred and twenty-four manors between them ; 
and from these Barons^ some of our coroneted 
countrymen claim descent. Our business how- 
ever is not with the heralds oflBice ; kings at 
arms, and pursuivants, seldom visit Sussex. 

The wonders of Chichester from whence 
we will take our departure^ are soon enume- 
rated, and the beauties of its cathedral will 
occupy but a small compass ; the town how- 
ever has high antiquity to recommend it, 
though controversy has rendered its birth 
and parentage mysterious. Of its gates, and 
walls, insignificant remnants only exist ; and 
the market cross, which stands a con- 
spicuous object from each point of the com- 
pass, since relieved from the nuisance of the 
stalls that used to cluster in and round it, 
presents an elegant and interesting monu- 
ment of the piety and benevolence of the 
fifteenth century. It was erected by thi^ 

v 2 
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Bishop of the See ; the basement formed a 
place of rest and shelter for the humbler 
class of peasantry frequenting the market, 
and the superstructure contained effigies and 
symbols of religion. 

The palace and deanery are worth looking 
into if you can get permission ; they have 
good gardens with terraces on the city walls. 

The cathedral is daubed with paintings and 
portraits, intended as complimentary to the 
founders and early prelates of the see ; all 
performed apparently by the same hand and 
from the same subject. As works of art, they 
are not worth preserving, and as ornaments 
of a church, are very much misplaced ; the inn 
opposite would form a much more appropriate 
gallery. 

The *^ Domus Ultima" of the Lennox 
family is prominent, withoutexciting interest ; 
and the mortuaries within are arranged cer- 
tainly without sepulchral pomp or pride, as 
if those that placed them there were glad to 
get rid of their contents; so careless and 
heartless appears the arrangement. There is a 
good Statue of Huskisson, by Westmacott, 
and a tablet to Collins the poet, who died a 
maniac in this town. 
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The soil does not appear to have been very 
prolitic of saints ; if I remember rightly, there 
is but one shrine for canonized bones in the 
cathedral, no cross-legged heroes, and no 
knights in bawdricks and habergeons ; no 
legends, no miraculous images, no martyr- 
dom. Among the first interrogatories put 
to a traveller who passes through Sussex, or 
recreates for a few days on its shores, are, 
did you go to Arundel Castle? did you see 
Lord Thurlow and the other owls? Yea verily 
and was grievously disappointed. The baro- 
nial fortress I had been dreaming of for 
many nights and many miles, dwindled down 
to a stunted tower, appropriated to the inter- 
esting strangers alluded to ; magnificent birds 
no doubt sitting so sedately and looking so 
sagely, their redundant plumage caricaturing 
the wigs and wisdom of Lincoln's Inn, and 
the solemn dignity of the Woolsack. But 
American owls and King Charles's spaniels 
were not the objects I expected to be most 
prominent at the stately mansion of the here- 
ditary grand marshal of England. 

Alfred is the reputed founder of this once 
renowned edifice. Where was the taste then 
of that " Jockey of Norfolk," who could deli- 
berately look upon the prostitution of so 
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sacred a monument of the institutor of the 
^ trial by jury/' that great corner-stone of 
English liberty ! where was the taste ? why 
reply the family trumpets and echoes '* in that 
splendid modern building which you have 
just quitted." Unfortunately, however, that 
" bright exhalation" will not bear criticism, 
but the noble owner having been his own 
architect, it is deemed uncivil to notice the 
blemishes and incongruities which deface it ; 
moreover his courage failed him, and he has 
left an embryo only, which his successor 
looks upon with indiflTerence, and will pro- 
bably never elevate from the swaddling 
clothes in which it has descended to him. 
Had the duke attempted to restore the an- 
cient castle, or made his improvement con- 
sistently, and in keeping with it, the coup 
d'ceul would have been truly grand and im 
posing ; but the style of gothic he has 
selected possesses no martial character, and 
looks tame and insipid when in contrast with 
the fine old British and Norman towers, which 
from the adjacent champaign rose to admira- 
tion like the abodes of thunder. 

An agreeable anecdote of Queen Adelicia^ 
Widow of Henry 1st, connects the ancient 
Castle with our national History, during the 
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contention between Stephen and the Em- 
press Maud; and this alone entitles it to pre- 
servation. So few are the acts of magnanimity 
which embellish the feudal era. 

But Sussex is, nevertheless, for ancient 
castles quite '' recherch6." I ai)proached 
Bodiam I apprehend precisely at the same 
hour of day as that in which the great Unknown 
led Marmion to *' Norham's Castled Steep/^ 

" The battled Towers, the Donjon Keep, 
The loop-hole grates where captives weep. 
The flanking walls, that round it sweep. 
In yellow lustre shone/' 

And as the massive outlines of this prince of 
ruins gradually reveal themselves through 
the haze of morning, it is impossible to ima- 
gine a more imposing, majestic, or perfect 
representation of feudal grandeur; all the 
stern features of despotic rule are unim- 
paired; the precautionary barbican, the jea- 
lous portcullis, the machicolated towers; 
whilst the devotion and hospitality of the 
olden times are visible in the fair chapel, the 
noble hall, and the capacious kitchen; in short 
although the moat be dry, and the walls ban- 
nerless, Bodiam is a perfect study for the 
amateur and the antiquary. 
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Hurstmonceux is an elaborate production 
of colossal dimensions, and entirely of brick; 
combining every characteristic of the power, 
wealth, and pageantry of a puissant baron ; 
it rises in melancholy grandeur, a venerable 
anatomy of its pristine glory, a fastly fading 
beauty of those distant days when a Norman 
banner waved from every tower, and a cur- 
few tolled from every steeple; to remind our 
wretched forefathers with every rising sun 
and every closing day, of that fatal strife in 
the fields of Sussex which swept away not 
only their liberty, but passed them from 
master to master like the herds which grazed 
upon their usurped possessions ; but the con- 
querors now lie low, their proud walls are 
shattered, their revels ended, and the halls 
which rang with wassailing are silent as the 
grave; thanks to a late goth in canonicals^ 
whose frightful economy induced him first to 
dismantle the building of its roofs and tim- 
bers, and subsequently to employ a large 
proportion of the materials in the erection of 
*• A neat white edifice on the west side of the 
park." 

Bramber has just sufficient fragments re- 
maining to remind posterity of one of those 
horrid legends which abounded in the reign 
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of that Macbeth of England, Kiqg John* 
These fragments were evidently portions of 
the entrance, and open into a splendid area 
so elevated as to command all the country 
romid, and encircled by so deep a fosse as 
to have rendered the castle impregnable but 
against famine, and is a most impressive 
relic. 

The Knap Castle of former days is recog- 
nized in our own by an insignificant member 
which forms a pedestal for a wind vane. 
Knap Castle of modern times, and its oppo- 
site neighbour in Grinsted Park, may please 
their owners, but I doubt if they attract ad- 
miration from any other quarter. Clustered 
together within a very moderate compass we 
have square towers and round towers, octa- 
gons and pentagons, pepper castors and dice 
boxes, curtains and ramparts, but neither 
the awful front of war, nor the delicate fea- 
tures of taste. Castles in miniature are very 
foolish things which consume large siims of 
money, and yield very moderate returns in 
either elegance or comfort. 

Lewes Castle has still much remaining; 
one of its loftiest towers has been fitted up 
as a temporary summer residence, a sort of 
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nominal qualification for an aspirant to par- 
liamentary dignity; the ascent winds round 
the ancient keep, and the prospects are ex- 
tremely pretty and interesting; the spread 
of the original defences may be accurately 
traced. Romans, Saxons, and that mighty 
pluralist William de Warren, all contributed 
to these impregnable bulwarks, over which 
the hand of time is fast drawing the veil of 
oblivion. 

The founders of Pevensey Castle are hid- 
den in impenetrable mystery, notwithstand- 
ing the indefatigable labours of a host of 
antiquaries ; the superstructure, however, 
presents an interesting monument of the 
conquest, and is still imposing in extent and 
romantic effect. We may follow through its 
courts the footsteps of William the Conque- 
ror and all his race who attended him to 
England, with his barons who despoiled our 
countrymen ; thence with long and sangui- 
nary records through the noble lines of York 
and Lancaster, and many an honoured name 
in the British peerage ; reverting at intervals 
by various casualties to the crown, and finally 
devolving on the House of Cavendish ; but 
centuries have passed since it has been wholly 
abandoned, it is now fast mouldering away, 
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with few remains of its former strength, and 
not one vestige of its beauty. 

Scotney, similar to Hurstmonceux, has been 
mutilated to patch up the Court Lodge at 
Lamberhurst. Oneof its first tenants, Wal- 
ter de Scoteni, was hanged at Winchester; 
arc)] bishops have since resided there, and the 
Ashburnhams^ the Darells, and the Husseys 
are responsible for its present phantom-like 
state ; little is left but the gate-house, guard- 
room, and moat, of what in the time of 
Richard llnd. echoed with baronial revels. 

Even for so renowned a place as Hastings, 
Leland and many others have sought in vain 
for the name of the proud mortal who first 
made it a house. The remaining fragments 
which once enclosed nearly all the mitred ec- 
clesiastics and belted knights of England, 
now define a brief airing ground for nurse- 
maids and children, whispering lovers, and 
novel-reading spinsters. 

Comber Castle is as modern as the days of 
that mad destroyer of monasteries, and great 
builder of fortifications, Henry VHIth. ; it 
never possessed any pretensions to beauty, 
has nothing veritable or romantic to make it 
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attractive, and poorly repays the curiosity 
which prompts the traveller from the king's 
highway. 

Ipres Castle at Rye, was for three centuries 
the hall wherein the corporation feasted, but 
is now the prison where captives starve ; and 
this is all we know, or that is worth knowing 
of Ipres Castle, and William de Ipres, who 
built it. The Land gate of the Town is a 
ponderous specimen of Norman defensive 
architecture ; the very aspect is terrific, and 
the domineering disposition of the Conquerors 
seems to frown from the ruined towers ; 
when the whole town was encompassed by 
such bulwarks it might truly have " laughed 
a siege to scorn." 

The Churches of Sussex have strong claims 
to our attention. 

Fletching, besides its antiquity, and archi- 
tectural attractions, which are of the better 
class of village churches, contains the mau- 
soleum of the Shefiields, and some tombs of 
an early date; a Dalnygryge shines in brass, 
armed from head to foot, as just ready for 
fame and slaughter ; a Leche appears re- 
cumbent, with his wife beside him, (their 
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alabaster bones, rather the worse for wear,) 
canopied, enriched, and emblazoned with 
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gated marbles and rich gilding, they kneel, 
standi and lie in multitudes; loaded with 
knightly honours and incumbered with armo- 
rial bearings, some without heads, others 
devoid of arms, some deficient in noses, and 
many legless ; presenting several fine speci- 
mens of civil and military costumes, when a 
petticoat would consume a dowry, and a 
mantle the whole estate of a rich and favoured 
courtier. 

Boxgrove has a good old Priory Church, 
appropriated to parochial purposes, in which 
repose many of noble and gentle blood; 
Queens, Earls, Countesses and Barons, 
whose names blaze in history, and whose 
memories from some of the Inscriptions are 
deservedly cherished. 

In the Chancel of Eastbourne Church, 
you may discover a natural Son of Henry 
Vlllth, distinguished by a collar of S.S. 
and a coat of mail bearing the royal insignia^ 
with whom an heiress of the Bohuns of 
Midhurst did not disdain to mix her purer 
blood and lineage. This lifting up of illegiti- 
mates is a conundrum in state morality 
which I could never understand, never admire, 
and which appears difficult to justify, yet 
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half the peerage have this canker at the root 
,of their genealogical tree. 

In Arundel Church, where the Howards 
have for centuries deposited the nshes of their 
illustrious sons, a magnificent alabaster tomb 
marks the repose of their earliest ancestor, 
and many of minor note rise around it ; but 
mutilations and decay are making sad 
havoc among them. The chapel forming the 
mausoleum is sadly neglected; parsimony 
peeps through the unglazed windows, and by 
and by, the dust of the Grand Marshals, will 
be carried away by the passing wind as it 
whistles through their casements. 

In the middle of the choir stands an altar 
tomb richly sculptured, having twenty-eight 
niches, and in each niche a priest ; and round 
the verge, forty shields, emblazoned and rich 
asquarterings and impalingscan render them ; 
it is a sumptuous memorial, covering the 
remains of a man of singular virtue and 
valour. " Thomas Fitzallan^ Earl of Arundel, 
Warren, and Surrey, Lord of Clune, Oswestry, 
Bromfield, Yale, Holt, and Dinas Bran; 
Constable of Dover Castle, and Warden of 
the Cinque Ports." The colours and the 
gilding are faded, and the priests are many 
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of them minus heads and arms, but the re- 
cumbent effigies remain in good preservation 
and are beautiful representations of the 
costume of Henry Vth., rich, extravagant, 
and extraordinary. 

Steyning, although divested of its choir and 
transcepts, is esteemed by men of critical 
taste, one of the most magnificent specimens 
of Saxon architecture to be met with in the 
kingdom, and is visited by professional gen- 
tlemen as the " ne plus ultra" in design 
and execution ; but what renders the church 
still more sacred^ is a tradition standing upon 
good authority, that it contains the remains 
of a saint, which it is presumed can never be 
decomposed ; and that by his side the father 
of King Alfred slept for several ages undis- 
turbed ; the latter however is as vissible as 
the former, and whether the saint took him 
under his protection at the dissolution of 
monasteries, (to one of which this church 
was attached) and have carried their joint 
relics to enrich some impoverished shrine, 
where trickery and imposition still hold do- 
minion, the good people of Steyning say, 
they neither know nor care ; so little estima- 
tion do they retain for the odour of sanctity 
and the alledged divinity of Kings. 
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Horsham possesses little to comment upon 
but its monuments, in which there is much to 
admire ; the one in the chancel covers a war- 
rior whose arms and armour announce an 
individual of great distinction, to whom con- 
jecture has attached various names and many 
dignities. The adjacent one was either left 
unfinished, or its figure grew tired of ca- 
nopied state, and marched away to perform 
Don Juan in some neighbouring castle; first 
obliterating the herald's labouts and poet's 
records to escape the hue and cry ; a third 
represents a female beautifully attired in a 
detotional attitude, a matron to whom the 
Gracchi might have conceded the palm of 
grace. 

The Church of St. Nicholas at Bramber^ 
is of remote antiquity, but boasts neither 
brass nor alabaster^ heraldry or epitaph. 
A late incumbent assisted by EggintOn^ 
embellished the east window, which with 
two or three Saxon arches constitute thti 
ancient and modern glories of the Shrine 
of St* Nicholas, oiie of the aliens whom the 
hero of Gads Hill and Agincotlrt, banished 
frOm England ; whether in pious or pecu- 
niary zeal, our annali^ are Silent. A fine 
45t€itt df ivy spreads its polished folislg^ over 
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the roof, bestowing upon it a pretty romantic 
character ; its erection was probably coeval 
with its neighbour the Castle, or possibly 
antecedent to it. 

The Church of St- Thotnas at Winchelsea 
is but a section of what in the prosperous 
periods of the town was a sumptuous and 
extensive edifice ; the dimensions were such 
that the chancel now forms the parish church; 
the rest is in ruins, wholly overgrown with 
ivy; the situation is picturesque, and a 
sublime grandeur reigns around it; within 
are three monuments of Knights Templars, 
with effigies in the usual posture and cos- 
tume ; one has contrived to find his way 
into the vestry, where such great care has 
been taken of him, that he seems but just 
arrived from the Holy Land, There are 
also several effigies in monastic habits, with 
other characteristics of a church much re- 
sorted to, and in high repute for sanctity and 
miracles. One of the monuments in the 
south aisle has been assigned to Gervase 
Alard, Admiral of the Cinque Ports, in the 
very early part of the fourteenth century; 
and a more exquisite specimen of sepulchral 
magnificence was never mutilated by fanatics 
or disfigured by whitewash; it is upon a 
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large scale, in three compartments or niches^ 
with canopies, pinnacles, and graduated 
buttresses elaborately sculptured, and deli- 
cately painted; the effigy is armed> cross 
legged^ and has a surcoat with all the insignia 
of a Templar, although there is nothing in 
the record to prove that Alard was ever in the 
Holy Land, or even a Knight ; in this sump- 
tuous chamber of death however, some brave 
fellow has long reposed, notwithstanding the 
martyrdom himself and attendant angels 
have suffered, from frequent amputations 
and puerile insults^ 

Neither taste nor splendour markCuckfield 
Church for admiration, but it harmonizes 
so well with all around, and stands so 
pleasingly intermixed with the buildings 
of the town, the groves and the meadows, 
that I pronounce it delightful ; its spire is a 
rural landmark, and within its walls are re*^ 
cords of many of the good, the wise and the 
brave, rendered impressive by the talent 
of Flaxman, Westmacott and Bacon. The 
Burrells, ancestors of Lord Gwydyr, and 
the Sergissons of Cuckfield House, have 
for many generations made this their last 
abode. From the Church yard the Sussex 
Downs are seen in great beauty, and the fine 

o 2 
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valley interveningis a rich picture of agricul* 
tural prosperity and pride. 

lu the Church of St. John Sub Castro at 
Lewes, there is a stone with a monumental in- 
scription that has puzzled all the members 
of the Royal and Antiquarian societies, all 
the grubbers for old bones and curious relics, 
and all the local cognoscenti ; it has been 
removed from place to place, demolished, 
buried, and dug up again ; obliterated and re- 
stored; yet still survives to tell its own 
story, the burden of which is that it once 
covered a " Royal Dane," who weary of the 
tumults of war, here turned anchorite. 

In that of St. Johns Southover, the slab 
which covered the daughter of William the 
Conqueror in the adjacent priory, has been 
preserved by the celebrated rural lapidary. 
Sir William Burrell. The remarkable lady 
here alluded to, was wife of that great cor- 
morant of manors and lordships, William de 
Warren, whose mighty name and insatiable 
appetite, prevail in almost every page of 
Magna Britannica, and Dugdale. 

In the Church of Ardingleigh, the long 
line of the Culpeppers is very conspicuous : 
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ten sons and eight daughters appearing in 
rank and file order, upon one tomb. 

In the Danny Chancel, at Hurst-per-point 
is a nameless warrior, and a cross legged 
Templar, to whom it is not lost time to pay a 
mark of respect. 

Poynings may be visited for its great anti- 
quity which is really very imposing, although 
there remains within it scarcely the vestige 
of a monument ; however it gives an impres- 
sion of a place, in which the warriors of old 
would like to rest ; and there is no doubt but 
many a hero of the noble lineage of Poynings, 
Percy, and Montague, hung up his banner 
within its walls. The fanatics of Henry 
Vlllth, or Cromwell, or probably both, seem 
most studiously to have erased every record 
of those lordly names. 

The Church of Old Shoreham had nearly 
been obliterated from the fields of Christian- 
ity, but the zeal of a worthy director of the 
plough when serving the august situation of 
Church Warden, discovered some relics of an- 
cient beauty beneath the crust of white- wash 
it had imbibed, when subject to the jurisdic- 
tion of his less lettered predecessors ; and 
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under hig auspices, assisted by the Camden 
and Antiquarian Societies of our Universities, 
and the aid of a charity box, he has nearly 
restored one of the most undoubted speci- 
mend of Norman science in the kingdom. 

NewShoreham, is an anomaly of the Norman 
and the pointed styles, of solidity and ele- 
gance, unhappily contrasted, and wretchedly 
restored. The exterior presents a picturesue 
object at a distance, but a melancholy ruin 
pn approximation. 

You must not scruple to dedicate an hour 
to Hailshapi Church, although it boasts 
neither royc^l nor noble founders. It is a 
very handsome specin^en of the early paro- 
chial temple, and has a beautiful tower with 
crocketed pinnacles, an east window capably 
of being rendered very ornamental, but no 
monuments ; you enter the cemetery by a 
stile, and a rural simplicity prevails all 
around. 

Should you visit Seaford Church, you will 
experience disgust rather than pleasure; 
never was antiquity so wretchedly interpo- 
lated with modern improvements. There are 
two stone coffins, which on discovery con- 
tained sixteen sculls, if you feel inclined for 
craniology. 
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Eastbourne is at once ancient, handsome, 
and interesting ; has a merry peal of bells, 
some sepulchral chapels, and amongst others 
a monument to young Henry Lushington, 
who was among the sufferers in the Black 
Hole at Calcutta, and afterwards one of the 
three victims inhumanly murdered by Ally 
Kawn at Patna. How remarkable that two 
such calamities should occur in a short life of 
twenty six years ! 

Next on my list is Ashburnham Churchy 
and the family of that name, who are old as 
the Doomsday Survey, and lie in the church 
in multitudes. They have been renowned for 
loyalty and valour during that long course 
of years. The first fell it is believed in the 
cause of Harold, and one of the family 
attended Charles 1st. on the scaffold ; this 
individual received a melancholy legacy from 
the King, viz. : his watch and some articles of 
apparel, the exhibition of which now forms a 
perquisite for the clerk of the parish. 

West Grinstead Church is a handsome 
Norman edifice, as its stunted columns, mas- 
sive arches, and plenitude of mouldings 
amply testify; there are still the old feudal 
pews of the tenants or villains, each inscribed^ 
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with the title of the form to which the seat 
was appropriated, they are constructed of oak, 
rough as it came from the forest, save a par- 
tial application of the adze, open similar to 
our free seats, admitting but of very little 
indulgence ; and from these rude benches the 
yeomen of the eleventh century, probably 
with collars about their necks, offered up 
prayers for their lords and masters. 

A fine oak Tudor porch is destroyed by a 
modern covering of Horsham slates instead 
of shingles, and the spire is again defaced by 
painting the shingles to give them the appear- 
ance of what they are not ; such are the happy 
pontrivances of unsophisticated artists. 

There is a vault and chapel for the Burrells, 
with marble and inscriptions in mistaken 
profusion; but there is an originality about 
the place that is productive of good feeling. 

The Parsonage is antiquated and sombre, 
suiting well with the church and adjacent 
glebe which is handsomely timbered. A 
Society of Catholics has long existed in 
West Griustead, and U^ deceased members 
are grouped in the cemetery distinguished by 
^ cross upon their head stones, and from the 
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inscriptions appear not hopeless of entering 
paradise even with so large a majority of 
heretics in their Company. 

The monastic brethren were not very 
numerous in Sussex. The Priory at Lewes 
however, founded by William de Warren, to 
apologize it may be presumed for a life of 
slaughterings, tyranny, and covetousness, 
deserves especial mention; he appropriated 
to its buildings and appendages, a vast area, 
endowed it with advowsons, manors and 
masses, appended to it many suborditiate 
cells, erected there his sepulchre, and in due 
time it became a favourite pilgrimage ; its 
Saints worked miracles, and their miracles 
produced votive offerings to an amount that 
rendered a cowl of the Cluniac Friars of 
Lewes '* a consummation'' of worldly ambi- 
tion " devoutly to be wished." The myr- 
midons of the '^ Fidii Defensor," would not 
spare even the magnificent church, but hurled 
the last pillar and last image to the earth ; 
exulting in every fresh act of demolition, and 
scattering the bones of majesty and priors, 
nobles and warriors, with as little remorse as 
they ground to powder the beautiful effigies 
and works of art, which had made sacred 
their repose for centuries. The dimensions 
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of this delicious retirement may still be 
accurately defined, but the accumulations of 
three hundred years, have razed the tower 
that rose to heaven, and the vault which 
rang with praise, the shrine where pilgrims 
knelt^ and the grave where monarchs slept. 
Thus between Cromwell the Defender's tool, 
and the tools of Cromwell the Protector^ 
works of destruction, military and eccle- 
siastical strew the kingdom with ruins. 

Shelbred Priory in the parish of Lynch- 
mere^ has more to attract attention, though 
it is an inconsiderable establishment placed 
in competition with Lewes. Several cells, the 
common hall, a mysterious staircase, the 
prior's chamber, and a quantity of absurd 
monkish allegories wretchedly daubed upon 
the walls, make up a sufficient spectacle 
to attract idle travellers. 

Bayham Abbey, although spoilt by too 
much care, is a charming lounge on a fine 
morning ; a clear gurgling rivulet meanders 
round it. The ruins were very considerable in 
the time of the first Lord Camden, but his 
grandson wanting '^ a small commodious 
habitation in the gothic style, for a summer 
residence," authorized their removal; the 
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church is consequently unroofed, ite tombs 
and effigies sadly mutilated, the cloisters 
demolished, the gateway and refectory plun- 
dered of their best materials, and in short 
the ruin, ruined. 

May field as an ecclesiastical palace, may 
fairly be introduced h^re; its situation is 
very agreeable, and the recollections it 
inspires, interesting; many archbishops made 
it their residence ; Que^n Elizabeth directed 
her progress here, well persuaded her lodgr 
ings would be good, and her fare better ; her 
chamber is still shewn ; at this period it was 
the residence of Sir Thomas Gresham, parts 
of the hall are remaining with the situation 
of the Queens throne identified, a gateway is 
also in tolerable preservation, and the tout- 
ensemble very pleasing. 

There are some handsome remains of re- 
ligious houses at Winchelsea, but they are 
much scattered, and must be sought for with 
industry. 

Battle Abbey, every school-boy knows was 
erected by William the Conqueror, to per- 
petuate his gratitude for the victory gained 
on the very spot where the altar was placed. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



182 SUSSEX. 

He endowed it most munificently, adding the 
privileges of exclusive jurisdiction and sanc- 
tuary, free warren and treasure trove ; he also 
gave the abbot a mitre, and presented the 
monks with his sword and regal mantle; 
attaching to the monastery, rights and im- 
munities without end, fully persuaded that 
benefactions would cover his "multitude of 
sins." 

The ruins which remain are chiefly pos- 
terior to the conquest; the gateway opening 
from the town is very handsome ; so hand- 
some that what succeeds, occasions great 
disappointment; very little value seeming to 
have been set upon this celebrated memorial 
by the individuals who, from the dissolution 
to modem times, have been the possessors. 

Parts of Boxgrove Priory will be found in 
the shape of dwelling houses, and agricul- 
tural offices. Where choristers chaunted, and 
penitents sought absolution, the dairy-maid 
sings her ballad, and the ox is stalled. The 
present parish church which was rescued 
from the general desolation, is but a portion 
of the original, which had transcepts, nave, 
chantries, and oratories ; several monuments 
have also been preserved, and mark the 
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dust of queens, princesses, and other royal 
dames, besides the Poynings, the Mortimers^ 
De-la- Warrs, the Bonvilles, Stanleys, and 
Morleys. There are pointed arches denoting 
the last resting place of priors, altar tombs 
for the royal and the brave^ and allegories 
for the benevolent. 

M ichelham Priory, must not be overlooked \ 
though now desolate it had once munificent 
revenues, and hospitality reigned within its 
walls; an honest yeoman is now its only 
tenant, and his teams and harvests lodge 
amongst groined arches, monastic cells, 
gloomy crypts^ newell staircases, gothic 
windows, and dark dungeons; a tower of 
noble altitude rising in the midst, and a 
broad and deep moat encompassing the 
whole* 

For specimens of our own days we must 
seek Petworth, Stanmer, Sheffield Place, 
Bridge, Glynde, Ofl&ngton, Michel grove, 
Grinstead Park, Wiston, Cuckfield Place j 
New Timber, Cowdray, Stanstead, Slindon^ 
Trotton, &c. 

Petworth has passed through the Percys 
land the Seymours to the Wyndhams, and is 
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a truly princely domain. Paintings of the 
first excellence decorate its stately apart-* 
ments, and ancient statuary adds its charms 
to the splendour which every where prevails ; 
the statues have been the occasion of much 
wit, from the mutilated state in which they 
first arrived, every one appearing to have 
undergone some serious surgical operation. 
The Earl of Egremont however engaged an 
artist well skilled in anatomy; the amputa^- 
tions and fractures quickly disappeared, and 
it is only upon the closest inspection, that 
the artificial members can be discovered. A 
cheap mode of producing a classical efiect ! 

At Stanmer lie the Michelbornes, Pelhams^ 
and Chaloners, who have built, rebuilt, and 
beautified in their several generations, still 
retaining a mansion and park, bespeaking 
their wealth and munificence. 

The decorations of Sheffield Place are 
modern gothic, but upon foundations coeval 
with the conquest. From Earl Godwin through 
the distitiguished houses of Lancaster and 
Norfolk, Dorset, Abergavenny, and De-la- 
Warr, it has descended to the present Lord 
Sheffield, as a profusion of heraldic shields 
proudly records ; but the taste of the owners 
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has degenerated from tournaments and tented 
fields to sheep pens and pigsties. There are 
some oaks in the park, under which Edward 
the Confessor may have sought shade, aad 
Navies have been built from its majestic tim- 
ber. The size, as well as the age of some of 
the trees is almost inci'edible; they are the 
most superb of their kind* Gibbon medita- 
ted beneath their " time honoured " branches, 
and the lovers of nature discover fresh charms 
in every visit to Sheffield Place. 

Eridge Castle was a marvellous mansion 
antecedent to the conquest, and became a 
prize to one of the conqueror's relatives; 
often abandoned, and at intervals restored^ 
abridged, and enlarged, it has seen many 
vicissitudes and enjoyed many honours; 
barons and crusaders have banquetted here, 
and queens progressed and danced; it is 
now incorporated amidst a forest of pinna- 
cles, incongruous but not insignificant; its 
approaches are many and beautiful, each dis- 
tinguished by a lodge, and each lodge is a spe- 
cimen of exquisite taste ; lawns^ green alleys, 
and vistas, ramify in all directions, through 
woods, plantations and masses of evergreens^ 
flowering shrubs, and whatever can increase 
the beauty of an almost endless sylvan land« 
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scape. Round its margin the most delightful 
dwellings and cottages have been erected for 
the accommodation of the Earl's establish- 
ment ; stewards, bailiffs, gardeners, grooms, 
lackeys, artizans, and labourers, all live like 
petty princes round their imperial chief. 

Cowdray House is a fine ruin of the times 
of Henry Vlllth. Bay windows and orna- 
mental chimney shafts are in abundance, the 
butteries and cellars, choice of their kind, the 
hall fit for emperors and kings; it was perfect 
till 1793, when an accidental fire reduced it to 
its present state ; no effort could restrain the 
flames ; paintings, frescos, sculpture, carv- 
ings, trophies, works in ebony and ivory, 
stately hangings, family relics, and all the 
etceteras of a magnificent mansion, in a few 
short hours became a mass of ashes. 



"" One by one was heard to fall. 
The tower, the dungeon keep, the hall. 
Each rushing down with thunder sound, 
A space the conflagration drowned; 
Till, gathering strength, again it rose. 
Announced its triumph in its close. 
Shook wide its light, the landscape o'er, 
taifen 8unk| and Cowdray was no more ! ^* 
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The Chesnut trees in the park rival the 
avenues of Hampton Court ; the river Arun 
meanders through the grounds which occupy 
a pleasing valley between two hills crowned 
with foliage, and give to Cowdray capabilities 
which have not yet been improved to advan- 
tage. 

Goodwood, boasts an extensive mansion^ 
a fine race-course, a racket court, a mag- 
nificent dog-kennel, splendid stables, and 
a double coronet; yet there are so many 
" will he's," and '' are to he's" that at best 
it is but a piece of patchwork, a moderate 
specimen of the past age, interpolated by 
Mr. Wyatt with no very great display of 
taste or judgment. 

In the park are many fine prospects, par- 
ticularly from a fanciful building called the 
Cairney-Seat ; so named through the circum- 
stance of its being erected with the stones 
brought from the ruined tower of a neig^h- 
bouring churlch. 

Offington has little attraction beyond its 
being the ancient seat of the De la Warrs. 
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Michaelgrove has been superseded in its 
ancient celebrity, by a modern gothic struc- 
ture, finished in the most elaborate and 
costly style; an order certainly the least 
adapted to domestic uses ; it admits however 
of the introduction of many beauties, and 
cannot fail to display great architectural skill, 
and if a design of this character be followed 
out to its perfect completion, the builder's 
purse will frequently need replenishing. 

Generally speaking, painted windows, tur- 
rets, and pinnacles^ a few grotesque corbells, 
and key stones, represent the modern gothic 
structures ; but this is not the case at Michel- 
grove where every object internally and ex- 
ternally is in perfect harmony, and does infi- 
nite honour to the conceptions of the artist. 
On the land side the mansion is backed by 
delightful groves, and in front commands a fine 
expanse of ocean ; some topographers have 
mentioned the cost of this residence, but I have 
usually remarked that the estimates of these 
gentlemen are based upon the reception they 
meet from the host, and their computations 
are as little to be relied upon as their discre- 
tion when a haunch is to be dissected or 
" potations pottle deep" go round. 
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Stanstead House, near the borders of 
Hampshire, and not far from Chichester, 
had the good fortune to fall into the hands 
of a Nabob, who returning to England laden 
with the riches of the E'ast^ became its pro- 
prietor ; with the estate and demesne, fasti* 
dious must be the taste which fails to be 
gratified ; the home attractions are numerous; 
the more distant, animating and delightful ; 
Portsmouth with Spithead, the Isle of Wight, 
the shores of Sussex, with the ever changing 
beauties of a marine view are directly before 
it. 

The house plainly shews there was no lack 
of rupees^ during Mr. Barwell's occupancy; 
quadrangles, colonnades, balconies, cupolas, 
observatories, casibos and pediments, rise in 
profusion ; until the Ionic whicU Originally 
predominated seems overpowered by majpiy 
ungraceful excrescences. 

Nabobs in those days made their money 
with great facility, and spent it with little 
consideration ; they dreamed of the palaces of 
Aurengzebe, assumed the state of Satraps, 
purchased Boroughs, contested Elections, 
" played a few fantastic tricks before high 
heaven" and ultimately hastened back to \%n 

p3 
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banks of the Ganges, to forget and to be for- 
gotten. 

Slindon, has a fabulous parentage, and is 
historically connected with the unfortunate 
Earl of Derwentwater; the style is Elizabe- 
than, and well preserved ; it contains many 
portraits contemporary with Charles 2nd. and 
the noblemen first named, an altar piece of 
great merit, and many other claims upon 
attention. 

At Muntham, the celebrated mechanic 
William Frankland, meddled with a great 
many things, but perfected nothing ; to his 
versatile genius looms suggested spinning 
Jennys ; then followed printing presses, time 
pieces, chronometers, electrical apparatus, 
and music ; thus '^ all things by turns and 
nothing long," consumed a life, which directed 
to some specific object might have been use- 
ful to posterity, A lathe which could do every 
thing but speak and turn sawdust into gold, 
sold at his decease for Three thousand pounds. 

The rector of Shermanbury, preserves with 
almost fastidious care, an ancient gateway of 
caenstone leading to a house called Ewhurst ; 
which from being environed by a moat, is 
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attributed to a more remote age than it is 
perhaps entitled to retain ; no doubt the ori- 
ginal residence corresponded with the relic 
so cautiously protected, and was most pro- 
bably castellated, the gateway having grooves 
for a portcullis : but as to what family it is 
indebted for existence, provincial history is 
silent. 

At Ovingdean, a very pretty village on the 
downs near Brighton, in the house of one 
Maurrell, Charles Ilnd was secreted after 
the battle of Worcester, and subsequently 
conveyed across the channel by Captain Tat- 
tersell, as says his monument in Brighton 
Church Yard. The villages of the downs lie 
in the valleys at their base, and being invi- 
sible except when nearly approached, are 
but little known ; many of them are beauti- 
fully rural, this for instance, and the Church 
and Church Yard are quite enchanting. Poy- 
nings, is another very much to my taste; 
New Timber a third, and wherever a grove 
of trees shews itself in the dips of the 
hills, you will be tolerably sure of finding a 
tower or spire, round which '• the rude fore- 
fathers of the hamlet sleep" with some cha- 
racteristics of time and place, that please 
piinds addicted to meditation. 
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Brambletye House, is consecrated by se- 
veral legends connected with the days of 
Charles 1st. and the Commonwealth. They 
have been worked up into an amusing npvel, 
under that title by Horace Smith ; the only 
certain fact appears that for some cause or 
other the mansion was deserted in the 
seventeenth century, and now forms a very 
pretty walk before breakfast from East 
Grinstead: 

East Orinstead, crowns a very command- 
ing eminence, which renders the Church a 
Land-mark from a very extensive circuit; 
near it, is a range of Alms-bouses called 
Sackville College, erected more than three 
centuries ago, by the Duke of Dorset, and 
from that time it has been the Asylum of 
several generations of houseless and com- 
fortless individuals ; it has a monastic cha- 
racter, forming three sides of a square, the 
fourth being open to the splendid prospects 
towards I^ewes. Twenty-four aged and in- 
firm persons live here, provided with pen- 
sions and various indispensables ; there is 
also a suite of apartments for the duke when 
it pleases him to sojourn among these hum- 
ble brethren, which was appropriated to th^ 
judges before the assizes were removed. 
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There are many opinions upon the policy 
of such institutions, but in spite of Lord 
Brougham and Miss Martineau, I would most 
willingly see them multiplied; many an 
aching heart and care-worn mind^ have 
found a quiet refuge in them. 

It is an easy thing when born to affluence, 
to uphold harsh theories of prudence, indus- 
try, and self-denial ; but for those upon 
whom the hand of providence doubtless for 
wise purposes, has seldom shed its bounty, 
some recess in which old age and decrepid 
labour can rest from toil and find a tranquil 
path to the grave, is surely desirable, and the 
least the happy to the unhappy owe. I 
have seen such a boon fill the veteran-father*s 
heart with joy, and illuminate the widow's 
eye with fervent gratitude, as though it 
opened to thera a foretaste of the joys of 
paradise. 

At the extremity of an avenue about half a 
mile south of Cuckfield, on the Brighton 
Road, a portly gate-house is visible; and 
behind it a residence to which the sixteenth 
century lays claim ; it is neither very exten- 
sive nor very handsome but from the road 
looks something '* Radcliffe-like" and a stroll 
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through the park will carry you to it without 
difficulty, exertion, or obligation. 

Glynde, is a fine Elizabethan Mansion, ex- 
uberant in bay windows, with the elaborate 
ornaments of that wicked and golden age. 
It has passed through long lines of the W&l- 
leys, the Morleys, and the Trevors, Knights, 
Bishops, and Peers, to the present possessor. 
Viscount Hampden ; has pleasant gardens, 
and a fine terrace overlooking the surround- 
ing country. 

Thq Palmers of Parham are "fine old Eng- 
lish gentlemen" and have a large estate, 
abounding with magnificent timber, iq which 
the deer sport about as if delighted witl^ 
their master, their pasture, and their liberty ; 
but the mansion is the most curious in the 
county; it displays all the prominent features, 
elaborate enrichments, painted windows, 
and decorated ceilingSj^ of the age of the 
Leicesters and the Burleighs ; a fine hall, 
delightful reception rooms, and a gallery 
a hundred and fifty feet in length, crowded 
with interesting portraits; it is delightfully 
placed, only six miles from Arundel, and 
ypon no account must it escape attention. 
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Sussex produced Charlotte Smith, the 
poor Poet Otway, and a Poetical Gentleman, 
William Hay, Esq. quite as crooked, but not 
so satirical as Pope ; he was amiable, kind 
hearted, and so sensible of the imperfections 
of his person as to '' descant on his own 
deformity;" he was an M.P. and used very 
humourously to relate, that his constituents 
paid him a great compliment in preferring 
him to a negro, although the latter was the 
best bidder for the Borough he represented. 

Juxon, Chaplain to Charles the First, John 
Selden the patriot, and Hardham, the cele- 
brated compounder of No. 37, were also 
natives of the county. 

If your mind run upon heroic deeds, you 
will find traces of the Saxons, Romans, and 
Ancient Britons, at Bignor, Duncton, Hol- 
lingbury Hill near Brighton, Chichester, 
Mount Cobum, the Broile, Guestling, St. 
Rooks, Chewkbury, Poynings Wolstenbury, 
Ditchling, Danes Gate, Crowborough, Saxon- 
bury-hill, and many parts of the Downs. 

And for vulgar themes, there are the Cur- 
fews at Halnaker House, Beavois Head at 
Bosham, Jack Cade's monument at Heath- 
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field, Chancktonbury Ring, The Lion Head 
of Lord Anson's Ship the Centurion, at 
Goodwood, removed to Windsor Castle to 
gratify the nautical recollections of William 
IV., the Hardham Yew, The Strong Box at 
Tarring Church, Campion's Eye Brows, on 
the Clayton Hills, Parson Darby's Hole at 
East Dean, St. Dunstan*s Anvil, Hammer 
and Tongs at May field, the Bodiam Echo, 
and the Ancient Shield in the Town Hall at 
Hastings, 

Then to finish with the sublime, there is 
the Devil's Dyke, Mount Harry, Beachey 
Head, Langley Point, Burling Gap, and a 
vast many Points, Gaps, Head Lands, and 
Eminences which beautifully diversify the 
County. 

While these Sheets were passing through 
the printer's hands, professional engagements 
occasioned me to revisit many pleasing scenes 
in this county. Taking advantage of the rail- 
way to Brighton, I then crossed through 
Henfield to West Grinstead, Bellinghurst 
and Wisbro Green, intending to take Fittle- 
worth in my route to Petworth, but missing 
the turn got bewildered on Bedham Hill, a 
most romantic Salvator, and brigandlike 
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spot, abounding in rocks caverns clefts and 
woody knolls ; from the openings of which 
and the plateaux whicli present themselves 
as if expressly provided to enjoy the scenery, 
the prospects although more extensive than 
exciting, possess both richness and gran- 
deur, and present those beautiful pictures of 
civilization and prosperity which no other 
region beneath the skies can display. The 
towns, villages, steeples, towers, mansions, 
parks, timber coppices and downs, dis- 
tinctly visible from this delightful spot are 
countless, and the panoramic effect under a 
glowing sunset exquisite. It was with reluc- 
tance I ejaculated a farewel, and look forward 
with anxiety to enjoying it again. The entire 
road from Brighton is a string of beauties, 
terminating with Bedham Hill, and I doubt if 
a prospect more peculiarly luxuriant is to be 
found in the kingdom ; particularly in the 
Spring when the oaks begin to shew their 
golden attire, the limes their vivid hues, the 
chesnuts their majestic blossoms, and the 
glens their banks of primroses and varied 
flowers. 

Petworth improves upon a second visit, the 
pictures as before remarked are numerous and 
excellent, including thirty-two by Vandyke, 
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chiefly portraits of the family ancestors ; the 
walls of every room are covered with works 
of some of the best ancient, and many of the 
most esteemed modern artists. Lilly, Thorn- 
hill, Velasquez, Teniers, Reynolds and Law- 
rence, are conspicuous in the catalogue. The 
drawing-room is peculiarly rich in the car- 
vings of Grindling Gibbons, and a modern imi- 
tator now resident in Petworth, and far from 
an unworthy rival, of whom more hereafter. 
The gallery is also stored with paintings valu- 
able as works of art and historical mementos, 
a vast accumulation of statuary, exquisite 
busts, and many perfect figures on which the 
radiant touches of Athenean and Roman genius 
mayunequivocally be traced. This gallery has 
transcepts, and appears to have augmented in 
size from time to time as its precious contents 
increased ; but these auxiliaries becoming also 
overloaded, the late Earl erected ^* The Yeo- 
mans Hall," where the tenantry dine at the 
periodical audits. Of the decorations of the 
walls or the fresco painting I cannot speak in 
complimentary terms, but there are two colos- 
sal groups in marble not to be disdained. 
One represents Vulcan, for a throne he is pro- 
vided with a huge anvil, for a sceptre he 
wields a ponderous sledge hammer, and by 
his attitude seems volunteering to supply all 
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the hungry guests with ploughshares at d 
cheap rate. The other is, I presume, in- 
tended for Mars, leading Venus in one hand, 
and in the other bearing aloft the nuptial 
torch or the brand of war, I cannot decide! 
which, neither will I be positive that my skill 
in allegorical knowledge is free from im- 
peachment. 1 am quite positive however as 
to the anvil and hammer, and cannot be far 
wrong in my notion of the martial attributes 
and that *' front of Jove." Whether these 
specimens be foreign or english, whether 
consistent with fastidious taste and the rigid 
rules of classic art, T do not profess to deter- 
mine, but they are extremely spirited, free 
from the fault of profusion and redundancy, 
and the results of efforts which no common 
mind could conceive, and only the magic 
touch of genius execute. In the gallery, 
and by the same hand, if I mistake not, is a 
Pythian Apollo, also colossal, and rich in 
awful grace. 

In short there are ixiaterials at Petworth 
which would exhaust the great magazine of 
hyperbole in Covent Garden, require at least 
six months to puff, and six weeks to dis- 
member, a host of well-paid reporters to para- 
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graph, and an army of scribblers to mystify, 
magnify^ mutilate, and murder. 

The Great House, as " Country Folk" dis- 
tinguish all aristocratical domiciles, stands 
in such close contiguity to the town, that its 
offices furnish a boundary to the churchyard, 
and the site is therefore far from being hap- 
pily chosen ; neither as a specimen of art does 
the superstructure possess any strong claims 
to admiration, but its extent and the platform 
on which it has judiciously been placed are im- 
posing. No column, pilaster, pediment, or bold 
frieze, breaks the monotonous facade ; elon- 
gation and altitude constitute its charms, if it 
have any, in a critical sense ; the view however 
from its principal apartments is transporting. 
I entered the park gates soon after sun rise, 
and the effect of one of the most brilliant 
April mornings I ever witnessed upon the 
fine undulations, umbrageous masses, silvery 
waters, and cloud- like eminences of the back 
ground exceeds my power of description ; a 
superb dairy of cows presented a fore ground 
in which Cuyp would have luxuriated ; mid- 
Ivay a splendid herd of Deer was grouped 
Cipon the Lawns, which Landseer's pencil only, 
<5ould represent j clouds of jooks canopied the 
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groves, and birds of every feather and every 
song yielded a delightful melody, a melody 
which imparted not mere insipid momentary 
pleasure, but a feeling of substantial and 
permanant felicity. Stow may be more im- 
posing, Blenheim more impressive, Long 
Leet more attractive, Alnwick and Raby more 
chivalric, the Rostral Column, the Triumphal 
Arch, the mouldering Citadel, the awful 
tradition may be wanting to gratify the 
wonder seeking throng, but give me the 
palpable realities of Petworth, and I leave 
the ghostly visitors and all the images of faded 
glory of the Fotheringays and Kenil worths to 
those who may prefer them. 

The church presents a beautiful exterioi*, 
surmounted by a spire of great altitude, the 
body is ancient, and too much modern cabi- 
net and parochial fresco have been introduced 
within ; from the bad management of lights 
and coloured glass the aspect is gloomy, and 
from defective ventilation the atmosphere 
feels impregnated with damps and the effluvia 
of a catacomb. A window by Collins however 
must be excepted from these criticisms. In 
the cemetery a landscape gardener has been 
too lavish of his functions, nicely pared 
lawns, flowering shrubs, and gravelled walks 
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infringe upon sanctity, and are inconsistent 
mementos of the perisliing relics beneath. 

Upon an allegorical monument to comme- 
morate the extinguished branches of the 
Egremont family, Carew has gratified at once 
his wounded pride and vanity by appending 
to his name as the sculptor, "Pro pudor 
Academiae — non Academici," which liberally 
interpreted imports I presume — *' A brilliant 
scholar, although not an Academician." 

The Earl himself occupies the centre of 
St. Thomas's Chapel " in form as palpable'' 
as the Genius of Baily can give to speechless 
marble; it is a fine colossal sedentary figure, 
an excellent portrait, and as gracefully draped 
as modem costume can be rendered. 

I will take this opportunity of performing 
an act of justice by stating, that the admired 
statue of Mr. Huskisson in Chichester Cathe- 
dral, which I have attributed to Westmacott, 
Was from the studio of Mr. Carew. 

The latter gentleman, who has recently 
tnade himself conspicuous in our tribunals at 
Westminster, was not the only proteg6 pf 
Lord Egremont, Grindling Gibbons has stood 
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alone in bis line of art for a century and a 
half, and but for the noble Earl's discernment 
would have still borne an undisputed palm; 
the drawing room at Petworth is profusely 
decorated by his exquisite talent, and enquiry 
being made for some creditable hand that 
might restore the dilapidations of time and 
accident, an individual named Jonathan was 
introduced to his Lordship, m^io replaced 
the defective parts so inimitably as to defy 
detection ; the talent of Jonathan, whose sur- 
name no one ever heard, has been since em- 
ployed upon original designs, and with so 
much success that Gibbons is no longer 
deemed unrivalled. The;Lime supplies Jona- 
than with materials for his art, but the juni- 
per is too frequently resorted to to sustain 
his spirits, so that he has never moved from 
his native place, his ambition has never soared 
beyond the mansion of his first patron, and 
he will probably sink into his grave '* to for^ 
tune and to fame unknown.*' 

When in SuflTolk I met with h brother of a 
living artist of eminence, similarly gifted by 
nature and degraded by habit, Jt is thus too 
often that genius disdaining the grace and 
discipline of society rej ects the hand that would 
lead, and the roof that would shelter it; cons^-j 

Q 
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quently passes its days in taps and cellariS, 
and makes its bed in balks and attics. Such 
were the failings of Otway, Savage, Burns, 
and many many more, and yet but for the 
localities into which their propensities threw 
them, their most beautiful productions might 
never have had existence. Even the Muse of 
Anacreon disdained a sober suitor, and the 
munificence of Polycrates silenced his lyrics. 
Lord Byron refreshed his inspirations with 
something more than Samian wine ; and the 
Great Unknown had an unconquerable at- 
tachment to mountain dew. 

Returning to Brighton and coasting the 
Downs to Seaford, on the left will be found 
Alfreton Church, an ancient Saxon building 
of cruciform shape, with a massive square 
tower rising from the intersections of the 
cross upon handsome pointed arches. Its 
dimensions are considerable, and there can 
be no doubt it once contained monuments of 
the families in the vicinity, all of whom are 
extinct or dispersed far and wide, vestiges 
of their mansions still remaining. The walls 
are entirely of flint, with handsome gradu- 
ated buttresses at every angle; there is a 
fount, benatura, and sedatories for the mass, 
the sepulchral arch and the staples from 
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which the curtains were suspended during 
the dramatic representation of Easter, with 
which the monks were in the habit of edifying 
their congregations^ with other relics of 
catholic ceremonies in good preservation, but 
no tomb, effigy, tablet, or inscription, of any 
kind whatever. One solitary hatchment is 
all that decorates the walls. A sacred edifice 
more completely denuded, is not, I apprehend 
to be found in the kingdom. The exterior is 
handsome, and well placed upon a gentle 
green mound. Tradition states it was a 
favourite resting place for pilgrims proceed- 
ing from Salisbury and the West of England 
to Canterbury, who preferred the coast as 
the most safe in those days, when half the 
realm was forest, and infested with rogues, 
who had strong predilections for the votive 
offerings which the pious carried with them 
to their favourite shrine; 

At Wilmington, the adjoining parish, was 
a monastery, and in the spring when the 
grass first begins to shoot, the figure of a 
colossal monk, with his arm extended as if 
bearing on a staff or pilgrim's cross, is still 
visible over the face of the adjacent down, 
the shade to the extent of his effigy being 
much darker than the surrounding sward» 

q2 
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He is called by the natives the ** Wilmington 
Monk/' and being only occasionally visited 
the dealers in wonders consider him super- 
natural ; it cannot be denied however that it 
is a curiosity. The village lies upon the right 
of the high road from Lewes to Hailsham. 

About a mile from Wilmington is a diminu^ 
tive church, with a tower and rustic spire or 
campanile ; it is, in fact, the chancel only of a 
more considerable edifice long ago removed. 
Such remains are only curious as proving 
how population vanishes from particular 
districts. 

I cannot reconcile myself to take leave 
of Surrey and Sussex without reference 
to the Railways which now traverse their 
surface, reducing the space between London 
and Brighton to a two hours safe, easy, and 
pleasant journey ; the splendid undertaking 
by which this has been effected, cannot but 
form a source of gratification to every tra- 
veller; but the unfortunate proprietors whose 
fortunes lie engulphed in the swamps of Rei- 
gate Forest, the chalk hills of Clayton, and 
the treacherous soils of Earlswood Common 
have had their placidity brought to a severe 
test, which it may not prove unprofitable to 
place upon record. 
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The original estimates for the Brighton 
Railway were stated at £ J, 120,000, which 
sum was increased from time to time until 
the proprietors were awoke from their lethargy 
by the thunder of £2,639,211, and behold a 
summary from the engineers own admission, 
in his report to the committee of investiga- 
tion, dated March 1842, wherein it is indis- 
putably set forth, that 

All his calculations were erroneous, 

All his expectations disappointed. 

All his conjectures disproved, 

All his economy frustrated. 

All his quantities false, 

All his quarries deceitful, 

All his weights inadequate, 

All his bridges multiplied^ 

All his cuttings increased, 

All his tunnels enlarged, 
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All his costs tripled, 

All bis dimensions insufficient, 

All his stations too small, and 

Every estimate for '^ engines, tenders, 
carriages, vans, trucks, |30xes, waggons, 
houses, sheds, offices, warehquses, wharfs, 
ovens, stoves, and their paraphi'analia" to- 
tally omitted. 

*^ In fact/* thus with facetious candour he 
concludes, "the original estimate for the 
London and Brighton Railway was made out 
upon the same plan as two-thirds of all the 
railways that have been made were calcu- 
lated upon." That is to say, upon a system 
to allure the public while under the influence 
of those delusions which render men careless 
beypnd ascertaining, whether the bubble 
possess enough of gravity to secure its safe 
suspension, until the first promoters have 
sufficient time to benefit by its elevation, and 
escape before its splendours vanish into air. 

Such things are vexatious, and cause angry 
feeling; yet to the bubble mania we are 
indebted for innumerable improvements ancf 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SUSSEX. 209 

many important national works. Insurance, 
gas, steam, hydraulics, in short all novelties 
were and are bubbles; 'many of them doubt- 
less fade away like the bright exhalations of 
the morning, but others rise into constella- 
tions and adorn the world ; and notwith- 
standing the awful expense of this railway, 
and the odium which has been rather too 
bountifully heaped upon the directors and 
the officers associated in their operations, 
it will prove a proud monument to their 
honour. The viaduct over the Ouse is a 
magnificent work of art, the tunnels are 
beautiful specimens of subterranean skill, 
the cuttings and embankments are admirable 
testimonies of talent, the architect may look 
with pride upon the stations and termini; 
and the permanent way (using a technical 
expression) is a line of beauty from end to 
end; conflicting interests clouded its dawn, 
prejudice and hostility have accompanied its 
progress; but a brighter halo will encircle 
the names of those who surmounted the 
many impossibilities prognosticated, than its 
enemies dream of in their melancholy phi- 
losophy. 

Brighton is the nearest point at which the 
sea can be reached from London, and as 
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convenient for that gradual retirement which 
the " Statesman, Lawyer, merchant and man 
of trade" seek for in the evening of life, as 
th^ villages that cluster round the busy scene 
of their early days, and from which few are 
inclined wholly to withdraw ; it is of the most 
ready access of any summer place of recreation, 
and accessible even for a single day's amuse- 
ment. Every town and village on the skirts 
of the line participates in these conveniences, 
and the communities of Surrey and Sussex 
are brought within a morning's ride of " the 
sights of London" Westminster Abbey, the 
Tower, the Royal Exhibition, the Zoological 
Gardens, the Theatres, the Sovereign's pro- 
cessions to Parliament, the Museums, the 
Lord Mayor's Show, the Chiswick Gardens, 
tlie Greenwich White Baits, and whatever is 
permanently or suddenly attractive. Thou- 
sands remote from the metropolis and who 
never permitted themselves to indulge in a 
thought of Brighton, will now gratify their 
curiosity ; Members of the Senate during 
short adjournments, professional Gentlemen 
and Evidences attending parliament and the 
legal Courts, will throng her cliffs and es- 
planades ; and pleasure parties from the 
banks of the Humber and the Tweed, the 
Severn and the Wye, the lakes of Cumber^ 
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land and the Cheviot Hills will flock to the 
Shore of Sussex, and her PrinCd of Watering- 
Places. 

The construction of Railways is still com- 
pared with other branches of Art, so much 
in a state of progression, that inexperience 
is an apology for unintentional errors ; and 
however mistaken, no interested motive 
can with justice be imputed to those whose 
time and abilities have for so long a period 
been dedicated to undertakings, the magni- 
tude of which were appalling, and their ac- 
complishment equivocal ; but the public 
should be placed upon its guard against ela- 
borate and bewitching compilations, called 
*' Prospectusses,'* until the secrets of Geo- 
logy are patiently investigated^ the calcu- 
lations of science duly tested, and the pur- 
suits of Genius extended beyond the super- 
ficial limits of nature ; and until by the com- 
binations of intellect and industry, the ele- 
ments and interests which are to be encoun- 
tered, are most amply developed and brought 
within the sphere of human direction and 
controul; for it cannot be concealed that 
beyond the intrinsic value of property, equi- 
table compensation and expensive construc- 
tion, there are interests of a very different 
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character to traffic with, and that they involve 
principles which superior powers must at no 
distant period correct, or public improvements 
will degenerate into national degradation* 
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EPITOME OF AGRICULTURE. 



Sussex contains more than fifteen hun* 
dred square miles, which gives nearly a mil- 
lion of acres. 

Being much undulated, and having a long 
range of coast, this County is of course ex- 
posed to great variableness of climate, and 
the high south western gales; some writers 
mourn over these peculiarities as a calamity ; 
while in reality they are the source of that 
salubrity of atmosphere which has made 
Sussex so attractive. 

The downs that intersect the county from 
east to west, presenting as it were a barrier 
to the ocean, are one firm body of chalk, over 
which vast flocks of sheep range, and yield 
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incomparable mutton ; in the valleys and on 
the slope of the downs, the plough works its 
profitable course. The Weald which runs 
from Midhurst on the west, to Salehurst on the 
east side of the county, is the ancient forest 
district, partially cleared of timber ; and in- 
dicates the clay and sandy districts ; the fine 
loams are chiefly on the south, and the gra- 
vel, between them and the hills, where pre- 
vail the clays and belts of timber (a peculiar 
feature in Sussex,) the climate is of course 
humid and not desirable for residence ; the 
calcareous districts on the contrary, are pro- 
verbially salubrious, and longevity is allotted 
to man and beast. No finer arable land can 
be found in the kingdom than lies between 
Brighton and the borders of Hampshire; east- 
ward of Brighton to the marshes, the cliffs 
tower to a romantic height. From Lamber- 
hurstto Hastings, hop grounds areprevalentj 
but waste, waste, waste, disfigures the map 
all along the Surrey side of the county, ab- 
sorbing mountains of manure, and brooding 
colonies of snakes. St. Leonards, and Ash- 
down Forests, alone, contain nearly fifty 
thousand acres ; some enthusiastic theorists 
assert they may be reclaimed, let theni try ; it 
will be a long lease ere their superfluity of 
capital find its way to the Bank of Eng- 
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land ; however to counterbalance these barren 
deserts, there are the fine fertile marshes 
below Lewes, Hailsham and Winchelsea. 

Sussex may be compared to the savages of 
the South Sea Islands, whose bodies are 
nearly in the nudity of nature, a mantle and 
girdle constituting their garments, while over 
these are hung trinkets presented them by 
the circumnavigators. The forests represent 
her natural state, the patches of fertility are 
her garments, and Hastings, Brighton, Bog- 
nor, &c., the trinkets which adorn her, she 
can never rise to a first rate agricultural 
county, never rank as a first class beauty, 
but she has many pretty features for admira- 
tion, and with these she must fain be con- 
tented. 

Sussex boasts much of her minerals, and 
that Canterbury Cathedral, its shrines, and 
archiepiscopal throne were built out of her 
bowels ; but whoever dreams now of Petworth 
marble ! her limestone, sand-stone, and 
iron-stone are lauded to the skies, yet she 
had not a tolerable road prior to the birth of 
Sir James M"" Adam ; she has abundance 
still barely passable, and there is no county 
in England where so much laud can be pur^ 
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chased with so little money ; that very equi- 
vocal expression so often conspicuous in 
our Advertisements '^ capable of great im- 
provement" may with perfect propriety be ap- 
plied to her, from low Water mark, through 
her flinty bosom to her dusty wilderness. 

Three rivers intersect the county ; the Arun, 
the Ouse, and the Aden ; of which Shoreham, 
Little Hampton, and New Haven enjoy such 
advantages as they can bring. 

Arthur Young I presume was somewhat of 
a courtier, and found his interest in flattering 
great men; he however has done nothing 
more than justice to the Earl of Egremont, 
one of the most munificent patrons of agri- 
culture between the Tweed and the Thames. 

Petworth was always open to any experi- 
ment which promised improvement, whether 
in an instrument of husbandry, a new mode 
of culture, an arabian steed, or a brahmin 
bull ; the Earl indulged in the pursuit as a 
nobleman and a patriot, divested of every 
feeling of personal aggrandizement, and 
anxious only for the public weal. 

1 chanced to be at Chichester when he died. 
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afraid not many Jacobs or Rachels are to be 
found in Sussex, 

The system of stalling cattle, with the in- 
troduction of water, has also been adopted 
with praiseworthy attention to humanity; 
and kindness to the animal which is to yield 
profit to the master, is a principle enforced 
by the lord of the soil, the gentleman, the 
yeoman, and the humble cultivator. 

In the size of farms there is necessarily a 
great disparity, comparing the lowlands with 
the downs ; in the weald the plough moves 
slowly and heavily; the labour is great and the 
profit small. On the downs, the limits of the 
parish only, bound the range of the flock; the 
soils are light, and the plou« hs and harrows 
move cheerily along. In his survey of this 
county, Arthur Young denounces small farms, 
and demolishes every argument in their favour 
in few words; '*taking the district" he remarks, 
** between Nutburn turnpike and Eastworth, 
there are fifteen hundred acres divided into 
fourteen farms, on which fifty horses are kept. 
If that tract of land were in three portions 
instead of fourteen, the rent might be twelve 
hundred instead of a thousand ])Ounds ; there 
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would be five hundred pounds worth more of 
cattle and sheep kept than at present, five 
hundred per annum more corn raised, thirty-six 
horses kept instead of fifty, with much more 
employ for labourers, and this is an exact 
representation of many other small farm dis- 
tricts as well as this." The last paragraph 
seems to cast a doubt upon the whole, unless 
he means to say that the labourers are also to 
be reduced in number, and their work in- 
creased, without any increase of wages ; but 
Young was a genius as well as a parson, and 
an enthusiast as well as an author ; and he 
proceeds to contend that a daily labourer 
works less, and fares better, than the indivi- 
dual whose ambition leads him to aim at a 
more independent state ; but how is a man 
to arrive at the top of a ladder unless by the 
usual progression of step by step ? surely if 
after several years toil at the plough, he can 
quit his mud-built tenement, and house him- 
self in a comfortable cottage, maintain a cow 
and a pig, an orchard, a garden, and a few 
acres of land, it is equally possible he may 
by degrees further improve his possessions, 
and having been careful in a few things find 
himself master over many; and thus ulti- 
mately hit upon that ** tide in the afiairs of 
Men," which leads to great farms as well a9 
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great fortunes. Without such stimulants, 
what better were his lot than that of the sub- 
ject of the Celestial Empire^ who if his un- 
lucky stars prevail, and he first open his 
eyes on this mundane sphere beneath a cob- 
ler's stall, must there remain, although his 
intellect befit him for the Hong» or a Mandarin 
of three buttons ; it is folly to prattle or 
legislate upon such matters ; leave men to 
their own enterprising spirit, and the laws of 
nature will work that consummation which 
is most desira]i>le to the individual, and bene- 
ficial to society ; and to this conclusion sin- 
gular enough Mr. Young arrives, after wast- 
ing several pages upon the adverse pro- 
position. Of rents it is difficult to calculate 
an average, when there are a hundred thou- 
sand acres of sand and waste, not worth two 
shillings and six-pence an acre; as many 
perhaps of down which will not average five 
shillings ; and in the Weald a large quantity 
of cold hungry clay that will not reach ten 
shillings. In the valleys of the downs, the 
arable land is exodlent, and will reach an 
average exceeding twenty shillings. The 
li^t gravels will do the same, or perhaps 
twenty-five shillings. On the coast twenty- 
&ye to thirty shillings may be maintained. 
Water meadows of which there is a consider- 
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able tract near Chichester will average fifty 
shillings. The marshes forty shillings, woods 
of which there are a hundred and fifty thou- 
sand acres or perhaps more, fiveshillings ; and 
the general average of the whole county 
about twelve and six-pence ; therefore a har- 
vest should be worth at least a million and a 
half; all these computations however are 
more amusing than correct. 

As to implements I am satisfied that skill 
in using them is more to be relied upon than 
art in their construction ; for every county has 
a favourite plough, and it is impossible that 
there can be fifty of the " very best" in the 
kingdom; the plough is ever an unsightly 
and unwieldy implement, and singular it is 
that since the world began, so little advance 
has been made in an instrument universally 
requisite. 

The invention of the broad share, a useful 
tool in the stubborn and weedy lands, is con- 
tested with Kent; that iron dibbles should 
supersede the wooden, is the dictate of com^ 
mon sense, and it is no compliment that 
they owe their introduction to Ireland, The 
scuffler is very much adopted, but for this, 
and for the trial of every novelty, they are 

r2 
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indebted to the Earl of Egreniont ; since at 
his matches and anniversaries they were first 
exemplified, yet when the feast was over gene- 
rally sank into oblivion ; the niceties of me- 
chanism not suiting farmers whose march 
in science must necessarily be circumscribed. 

The Shaws which encircle the enclosures 
and form a peculiar feature in Sussex, are 
very obnoxious to agriculturists, but beau- 
tiful to the eye of a spectator ; they consist 
of oak, and at the spring and fall have a mag- 
nificent effect ; the ground beneath them 
forms so many beds of blue bells, hyacinths 
and primroses, exceeding all that horticul- 
turists can produce, and before which, the 
rarities of Chiswick sink into shade ; to a 
person partial to rural beauties nothing can 
surpass a walk through these beautiful belts 
of timber, and enamelled meadows, luxuriant 
with wild flowers, opening their bright petals to 
the morning beam, spreading their gay bosoms 
to meridian day, or closing amid the exhala- 
tions of dewy eve ; they present a succession 
of simple nature, surpassing the productions 
of Indian looms, Mr. Hetherington's elabo- 
rate embroideries, or the carpeted saloons 
and tapestried walls of Versailles. 
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The arable fields under tlie plough also 
display very imposing sights, the use of oxen 
being very general ; teams containing six, 
eight, and ten of these majestic animals are 
often to be seen, not stimulated by the goad 
or whip, but leisurely, like petted favourites, 
performing their daily task; harsh treat- 
ment would fret and prejudice them, and to 
work them beyond their strength would 
check their growth; the interest of their 
owners therefore secures them due consider- 
tion, excellent food and comfortable shelter. 
The head of a genuine Sussex bullock is very 
handsome, the horns projecting gracefully 
and highly polished, and the body a perfect 
model of beauty ; the colour, uniformly red, 
and their coats when in high condition bright 
and silky. 

Fallowing is exploded by every good far- 
mer in Sussex ; no sooner is a hard crop 
severed, than in goes the plough, and the 
harrows and the seed-crop follow in quick 
succession ; thus in the absence of wheat or 
other corn, their fields are rich and fragrant 
with clover, rape, coleseed, turnips, potatoes 
&c, and instead of fallows breeding weeds and 
vermin, groan with crops that will feed cattle 
and sheep, superseding the necessity of hay, 
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multiplying stock, yielding manure in great 
abundance, and promoting economy in time 
and labour. 

In their preparations, seeds, manure^ and 
other details, they have nothing very original; 
the people in the Weald, persevere in all the 
dull monotony of their half-civilized and ob- 
stinate forefathers ; but in the maritime dis- 
tricts, and on the Downs, an alacrity to adopt 
improvements is everywhere prevalent; and 
this enterprising spirit sufficiently accounts 
for a variety in the general system and 
minor operations, which is often conspicuous 
in contiguous farms assimilating in quality, 
and partaking the same climate, and local 
characteristics « 

The produce of wheat crops bespeaks the 
variableness of the soil ; from the wretched 
land of which Worth presents a specimen, 
two quarters are seldom reached and never 
exceeded ; south of the downs four quarters 
are expected and disappointment is rare ; 
between those extremes the degrees of quality 
are minutely progressive, and the general 
average conveys an unfavourable impression 
of the county. 
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The game of hops is played here as well as 
in Kent, but not to so great an extent ; the 
mania however is sufficiently strong at Sale- 
hurst and Battle, where to be "a great hop 
grower " is not always to be read " a very 
wealthy man," but the pursuit is genteel and 
fashionable, and produces amongst agricul- 
turists a distinction synonimous with that 
drawn between the City and St. James's, or 
the man of pleasure and the man of business. 

The hop planter if not " born to greatness^' 
dreams that he shall ** achieve greatness," 
and by courtesy of the plough has ** greatness 
thrust upon him." 

The Earl of Egremont cultivated rhubarb 
and opium ; and his domestic apothecary 
declared that he could find no difference as^ 
to the first, between the Petworth and the 
Tartarian ; and in regard to the opium, the 
people of Bahar and Anatolia knew nothing 
about it ! What less could the domestic apothe- 
cary respond if his lordship condescended to 
ask the question? Domestic apothecariea 
are very odd fellows ; I recollect one at 
Brighton, who whenever sent for, was always 
"just going to the Pavilion." At Warwick 
the knight of the pestle is invariably engaged 
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at ** the Castle," and at Chichester the ac- 
complished compounder, when summoned by 
any beneath the bishop or the dean, is that 
instant sent for from ** Petworth.'' 

Cyder fruit is produced on the borders next 
Hampshire, and here again his lordship's 
estates yield the very best in Sussex ; a cup 
of Sutton cyder in the estimation of a domestic 
apothecary is liquor fit for a king, and from 
the same authority his lordship's cyder is 
only exeeeded by his lordship's woods and 
coppices. 

The policy of cultivating timber has been 
a constant theme for controversy ; in my own 
opinion if your object be ornament or protec- 
tion, and your pursuit unprofitable pleasure 
only, then plant and plant profusely ; there 
are few things more agreeable to contemplate 
than a well timbered domain and rich belts 
of plantations ; if your land be good for 
nothing else, plant ; if your aspect be bleak, 
plant ; if a prospect be uninteresting, plant ; if 
a nuisance or unsightly object be ne^x, plant ; 
and if you desire to benefit posterity, plant ; 
but, if your soil will bear any other crop, then 
repudiate timber ; when however I speak of 
timber I mean forest trees, not coppice. 
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because the latter in hop districts may be 
rendered very advantageous, and by dividing 
your woods into annual falls, your income 
will be as regular as from any other source. 
Plantations of oak or ash pay well, but ches- 
nut better, from its growth being more rapid : 
and when it is recollected that every acre of 
hops requires three thousand six hundred 
poles, it is no very easy matter to glut the 
market. 

A little, nay a liberal profit however 
M ould not gain my consent to denude an es- 
tate of timber ; in a national point of view, 
every gentleman should cherish, and every 
tenant respect it. There are slips and skew 
corners, waste plots and rough pieces, crow 
starves and good for nothing acres, dells, pits, 
and uncomeatables upon every estate, that 
can be spared for this indispensable and 
beautiful auxiliary ; take therefore all these 
remarks in a qualified sense; a fine stick of 
timber is a noble monument, particularly the 
oak. ^' It once saved our King, and will 
always our coast" unless superseded by iron, 
which present appearances lead us to expect 
may be the case ; that useful metal being 
seemingly convertible into every thing but 
bread and butter. 
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Besides the manures customary elsewhere, 
the farmers here apply sleech, soap-ashes, 
wood -ashes, peat-ashes, coal- ashes, rags, 
sheep-clippings, pilchards, paring-dust and 
gypsum. 

Sleech and gypsum were long in favour for 
arable lands, particularly as a dressing for 
wheat, but are now nearly exploded. The 
ashes for cold and wet pastures, the rags, 
clippings and pilchards for the hop grounds, 
and the dust for gardens^ may all be used 
with success, but give me farm yard dung, 
and plenty of it ; as says also Lord Western, 
no mean authority upon agricultural subjects, 
although a mis-leader in politics. 

Lord Egremont was devoted to stall-feed- 
ing ; his dairy was never permitted to graze, 
but tied up summer and winter, with the 
exception like school-boys, of now and then 
a holiday ; such a system may produce a little 
more milk, a little better butter, may be eco- 
nomical as to food, productive as to manure, 
advantageous as to fattening, and may also 
secure the meadows from poaching ; but is it 
consistent with humanity and the common 
law of nature, if not, there must be objections 
to counterbalance the account ; it is repug- 
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ever enquires for "a Sussex cow;" but it is 
needless to remark on the south down flocks, 
the pride and glory of the hills and plains* 

A shrewd harness maker at Petworth, has 
persuaded many of his customers to adopt 
such caricatures as oxen caparisoned in col- 
lars, saddles and bridles, cruppers, winkers, 
and wan ties, all of '^ best brown tan ;" a more 
hideous departure from long established cus- 
tom I have never witnessed. ^^A yoke of 
oxen" is at once so scriptural and classical, 
that this innovation upon antiquity, should 
be protested against by The Society in the 
names of Abraham, Virgil, and Cincinnatus. 

Depending chiefly on oxen for draught, 
Sussex has no breed of horses, and the farmers 
consequently buy such teams as they require 
at fairs and markets; they are consequently 
like the Spanish Legion recruited from all 
parts of the Kingdom, and at the best but 
very indifferent samples. 

Hogs are gathered very much from similar 
sources, and to conclude this chapter, I will 
make an extract from the report to the board 
of agriculture, with thecomments of the author 
who be it remembered is an ecclesiastic. 
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"Lord Egremont has tried a great variety 
of hogs, and many experiments, to determine 
their most profitable food which is barley; 
the white hog for store and grazing, is the 
best he has yet tried, they are killed after 
summer grazing in the park; and it is a mo^t 
advantageous method, no corn is given, nothing 
bat grass; they are turned out in May, and 
in October and November brought to the 
slaughter-house and die good porkers/' how 
very facetious I 

" In this experiment the hogs ranged over 
an extensive park. In another trial made, they 
were confined in a cage exactly/ fitted to the size 
oj the animal which was augmented as the hog 
gretv larger ; and no more spa^e allowed him than 
than what was sufficient for him to lie down on 
his belly.'' seven were thus incarcerated. 

"Some days after, the observation of a par- 
ticular circumstance, suggested the following 
experiment. A hog nearly of the same size 
as the seven, but which had not been put up 
with them, because they appeared to be rather 
larger, but without weighing them, was con- 
fined in a cage m^ide of planks, of which one 
side was made to move wVh pegs^ so as to fit 
exactly tJie size of the hog, mth small holes at 
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the bottom for tlie water to drain from him, and 
a door behind to remove the soiL The cage stood 
upon Jour feet 9 about one foot from the ground, 
ojid was made to confine the hog so closely^ that 
he could only stand up to feed and lie down upon 
his belly. He was quite sulky for two days 
and would eat nothing. " (well he might be.) 
the disgusting issue of this ingenious amuse- 
ment I forbear to transcribe, but the Reverend 
Author winds up with this apostrophe. *' This 
is a most singular result, and as the hog thus 
confined was so much superior to all the 
others, though not equally fed, it can scarcely 
arise from any other circumstance, but the 
method adopted; it is extremely curious 

AND DESERVES TO BE FARTHER EXAMINED IN 
A VARIETY OF TRIALS.'' 

Read this ye competitors for cups and 
medals, ye spirits of Wilberforce, Clarkson, 
and Buxton, ye members of "The society 
for suppression of cruelty to animals," 
read this my fellow countrymen and let 
us turn Jews and Mahometans, or at all 
events forswear Pork for the rest of our 
lives. — Can the traffic of Africa, can the hor- 
rors of the middle passage, can the manacles 
and the cartwhip exceed this most barbarous 
statement! If such be the revolting experi- 
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ments encouraged by the Board of Agriculture, 
"can any thing call more loudly for reform or 
the total suppression of a society of human 
beings combined to reward the tender mercies 
of ^* The Smithfield Club." 

But I cannot leave Lord Egremont in 
Smithfield Market. Nearly every Inn and pri- 
vate dwelling in West Sussex exhibits an en- 
graving which represents an anniversary cele- 
brated in Pet worth Park for many years, 
and will Ions; be remembered by his Grace's 
tenantry and the cottage population. Upon 
this occasion tables were spread on the lawn 
before the mansion, for five thousand guests, 
all poor women and children, resident not 
only on the Earl's estates, but in every 
parish in which he possessed property ; they 
were feasted with substantial fare, and each 
child carried away a remembrance of the kind 
and hospitable host. The spectators upon 
these occasions consisted of all the neigh- 
bouring gentry, agriculturists, and urban 
inhabitants, and presented a public spec- 
tacle of the most gratifying character, the 
only emulation being who should most pro- 
mote the happiness of which Lord Egremont 
was the source ; the undulations of the Park 
were covered with equipages, equestrians, and 
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groups of elegance and beauty, bands of 
music made glad the hearty marquees, flags, 
and banners, added gaiety to the scene, whilst 
merriment prevailed in every breast, and 
thankfulness was the burden of every 
tongue. 

Thus Lord Egremont passed a long life in 
encouraging useful experiments, patronizing 
great improvements, and cherishing genius ; 
death never asserted his dominion more to the 
prejudice of the arts, sciences, and agriculture, 
than by his removal ; in his mind were united 
the qualities of munificence, generosity, and 
benevolence ; there was nothing sordid or 
selfish in his disposition ; and a grandeur of 
design, and brilliancy of execution marked 
every work favoured by his auspices ; no man 
knew his station better, maintained his cast 
with milder dignity or displayed his rank 
so well, without betraying ostentation; he 
was of the same school as Francis Duke of 
Bedford ; and the venerable Earl of Leicester. 

Petworth, Woburn, and Holkham will de- 
scend together down the stream of Time. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KENT. 



TOPOGRAPHICAL RECOLLECTIONS. 



^ Kent in the Commentaries of Csesar writ. 
Is termed the civils't place of all this isle ; 
Sweet is the country, because ftdl of riches. 
The people liberal, valiant, active, wealthy/' 

Shakespeare, Hen. VI. 



I have traversed this charming county 
in every direction, followed its line of coast 
from the mouth of the Ravensborne to the 
Nore, and from the Northforeland to Dun- 
geness. The Cathedral of Canterbury, with 
all its legends and traditions is familiar to 
me; I have visited nearly every old grey 
tower and heaven -directed spire in its four 
hundred pretty parishes, have ascended 
all its noble hills, and trod its lovely vales, 
picked a garland from every bank, and a 
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wild flower from every hedge. I have seen 
its fields and groves dressed in the vernal 
buds of spring, its orchards and gardens in 
all the bloom of May, the varied tints of 
autumn, shedding lustre on the waning year, 
the springs and rivulets crystallized by the 
biting frosts of winter, and in every season 
have found fresh beauties to admire. 

Canterbury holds a proud station in the 
national history; here, the Roman Eagles 
were first planted, and six hundred and fifty 
years afterwards, the banners of Christianity. 
The religious influence introduced by St. 
Augustine, spread gradually in every direc- 
tion ; abbeys, priories and nunneries rose 
with every new moon. Benedictines, Car- 
melites, dominicans and franciscans, secu- 
lars and regulars, shaven crowns and rosa- 
ries made sensible impression not only upon 
the minds of the people, but upon their lar- 
ders and wine vaults; wax candles multiplied, 
and shrines blazed in all directions. Saints 
in wood and stone became as numerous as 
sinners in cowls and hair shirts, festivals 
were as frequent as market days, and pilgrims 
vied with merry andrews in gleaning the su- 
perfluities of the credulous. Monasteries were 
the joint stock banks of these golden days. 
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order, as well in architectural beauty and 
proportion, as in the details of ornament and 
sepulchral embellishment; nearly all of which 
one depraved heart dictated, and one profli- 
gate mind ordained, should be polluted and 
desecrated ; but there still exists an epitome 
of its greatness, a sort of spectral shadow of 
the works of the genius, which for ages found 
delight in decorating a Temple dedicated to 
the Universal God ; and it is impossible to con- 
template its proud ruins without the feelings 
of veneration and homage due to the remains 
of those whose sufferings and sacrifices can 
never sink into oblivion. 

The mind is never wearied, nor the eye 
satiated, with the riches of art and the har- 
mony of science discoverable in these ma- 
jestic aisles; the towers which cast their 
broad shadows around, the efforts of no after- 
generation can surpass; and the combinations 
which unite grace, strength and durability, 
yield lessons calculated to humble the vanity 
of more enlightened days; every tomb and 
inscription eloquently speak truths which 
cannot be misunderstood; the mitre is laid 
low, the regal crown is crumbled into dust» 
the embroidered banner fretted to decay, 
the warlike arm is nerveless, the sword 
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they are all laid prostrate and their Children 
within them. 

That said Doomsday Book ought to be 
committed to the flames ; it is the most mor- 
tifying document an Englishman can read, 
the most infallible history of our national 
degradation; a testimony of slavery that 
never can be controverted, of a conquest that 
placed round the neck of every Briton a badge 
of villanage, and degraded us all into de- 
scendants of a French Adventurer. It over- 
threw our ancient laws and liberties, and 
brought with it the Feudal system which 
filled the kingdom with petty tyrants, en- 
dowed them with every acre of our soil, and. 
burdens us to the present day with Suits and 
Services inimical to freedom. The root of 
every Manor is in a Norman, all our names 
are of Norman origin, except those which 
convey an idea of the laborious arts, such as 
Smiths, Wheelers, Carters, Masons, Butchers, 
Bakers, and all non-heroic distinctions; in 
every page we read, in every reference we 
make, Doomsday — Doomsday is the eternal 
theme — but get up behind upon my hobby, 
and we will try to forget it. Before we cross 
the Ravensborne, cast your eye to the left and 
we will commence at the most vulgar of all. 
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vulgar places Deptford, which stands upon the 
site of Sayes Court, the paradise where John 
Evelyn passed his happy days in gardening" 
and planting, and where the Czar of Russia 
laid aside the sceptre and crown to handle 
the auger and the adze ; it is now, sic transit 
gloria mundiy the parish workhouse. A little 
below is 

Greenwich, in days of chivalry the theatre' 
of royal pastimes and gorgeous tournaments ;' 
where Nicholas Tyndal wrote our history and' 
General Wolfe was buried. Ascend the Hill 
and behold we are upon 

Blackheath, the scene of many a Cloth of 
Gold, triumph, and patgeantry. Here once' 
encamped the Emperor Paliologus, asking 
aid against Bajazet ; Henry the Fifth and the 
Heroes of Agincourt ; the Emperor Sigismund 
and the Pope's Legate ; Wat Tyler, Jack Straw, 
and many more equally illustrious in their day 
and their vocation. Below on the left is 

Woodlands, the seat of John Julius Anger- 
stein, Esq., whose exquisite Pictures were pur- 
chased by Government for the foundation of 
a National Gallery. — and not far off 
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West Combe Park, where lived Polly Pea- 
chum, afterwards exalted to a ducal coronet, 
—on the hill beyond is 

Charlton House, erected in the time of 
James the First, certainly the most gloomy 
and least attractive era of our national archi- 
tecture; mixed up as this specimen is withco- 
rinthian columns and more modern additions, 
it is rather curious than graceful; its contents 
however are deserving attention ; the saloon 
is imposing, it has a gallery for pictures and 
natural history seventy-six feet in length; the 
pictures have not much character but the col- 
lection of minerals^ insects and fossils are 
of more value, and will consume an hour 
or two very rationally. 

Brigadier Richards — ^white as Snow in Sal- 
mon, and stiff and perpendicular as his baton, 
stands centinel in the church hard by. 

The tower on Shooter's Hill is a model of 
the fort of Severndroog, which less than a 
century ago was nearly the extent of the 
British Territory in India, now containing a 
population of one hundred millions of Souls, 
and maintaining on a reduced peace esta- 
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blishment an army of ninety-four thousand 
men, including Artillery, Cavalry and Infan- 
try, of which thirty thousand are Europeans. 

Having now escaped from the Suburbs, we 
will travel more leisurely. 

Near Erith is a beautiful residence em- 
bosomed in majestic woods, forming a fine 
object from the Thames and of very classical 
design, which is implied by its cognomen, Bel- 
videre ; it acquired celebrity from its owner. 
Sir Sampson Gideon, who was of some im- 
portance in his day; but is indebted for its 
embellishments to his Son, Lord Eardley, a 
man benevolent to weakness and eccentricty. 
The meanders of the river are really ma- 
jestic, and the eye is never at a loss for an 
interesting prospect, the flags of every nation 
pass almost daily before the windows, and 
Commerce from each distant shore affords 
a tolerable estimate of the power and prospe- 
rity of England. His Lordship has been a 
liberal promoter of the Arts, and has some 
excellent specimens of Poussin, Canaletti, 
Lionardo da Vinci, Rembrandt, Rubens, Al- 
bert Durer, Murillo and Claude. 

Every visitor to Margate is acquainted with 
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the pretty romantic church of Erith covered 
with ivy, and its spire shooting up through 
the surrounding groves. It has a chapel, with- 
in which are several brazen monuments of 
knights and ladies vying with each other in 
armorial quarterings ; and there is much to 
court examination in other respects. 

If you have a predilection for King James's 
gotbic, you may again be gratified at May 
Place, although much disfigured by recent 
interpolations. This house is so gloomy that 
it still seems to mourn the untimely death of 
its former owner, Admiral Sir Cloudesly Sho- 
vel, who was dashed to pieces on the Scilly 
Rocks. 

There are some curious caves in this neigh- 
bourhood, of great depth, into which you de- 
scend by a shaft, and there find yourself in 
very spacious quarters. Regarding the origin 
and use of these excavations, historians differ 
as matter of course ; some will have them to be 
granaries, others the dwellings of the ancient 
Britons, whilst a third ^ class make them de- 
generate into mere chalk pits ; one is just as 
likely as the other, and of equal importance 
to modern society. 

Bexley was the residence, and with the 
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extensive manor, the property of Camden 
the antiquary ; his zeal for all that concerned 
the olden time induced him to bequeath 
it in reversion to the University of Oxford, 
for the promotion of historical investigation ; 
and the estate came into possession a century 
after his decease. 

In the church there is a motley group, but 
not the less interesting; two Lord Mayors of 
London, two knights, one baronet, a director 
of the East India Company with his four 
wives, and one gallant soldier; but far more 
worthy of observation are a confessional, 
a recess for holy water, and several carved 
seddilias for the officiating priests. 

Hall Place, though sunk to the lowest grade 
of noble mansions, a boarding school ; has 
some fine old bits of the days of Harry the 
Eighth or thereabouts, and the bearings of 
the Shelley s, the Champenies, and the De 
Spensers bespeak for it our respect. There 
is also some good angling to be had near at 
hand, which brings down many a citizen to 
pass a holiday. 

Dartford, spelt all manner of ways in Dooms- 
datf-Sooky and which has descended through 
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kings, dukes, earls, knights, princes, buxom 
widows, and pretty spinsters, to the hands of 
a simple commoner, is now only celebrated 
for that remorseless compound Gunpowder, 
with whichit occasionally amazes the Welkin, 
and frightens the inhabitants from their pro- 
priety. 

In the church, of which it would require 
some ingenuity to speak in terms of panegyric, 
there is a monument interesting to all scrib- 
blers, parsons, and poets, that of Sir John 
Spelman, who introduced the manufacture of 
paper into England, and engaged by patent a 
monopoly of rags for ten years; the tomb 
represents him in propria personae kneeling 
at his devotions. A visit to this monument 
would be an excellent apology for an anni- 
versary feast, and well becoming The Wor- 
shipful Company of Stationers. 

In Darenth Church there is a font from 
which embryo antiquaries may study the ru- 
diments of their very edifying pursuits, for it 
has the same advantages of nearly all other 
inexplicable subjects, that no two learned ex- 
pounders ever agree in a definition of its chi- 
meras and allegories. It is certainly a very re- 
cherche morsel for those who find delight in 
probing the rust of ages. 
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At Southfleet while your horse baits, (and 
this is a very convenient spot for the purpose) 
step into the Church and pay your respects to 
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bythc flint any where from the flavour of the 
tea. 

In Northfleet Church otherwise undeserving 
notice, are some relics of popery, piscenas, 
stalls, grotesque heads &c. with some fine 
brasses of well armed Knights and well 
dressed ladies, in the costume of the days of 
Richard the Second. 

About the year 1780 an ancient tomb was 
opened and a perfect skeleton discovered wrapt 
in leather, at the same time the dust of an- 
other venerable occupant of the Church was 
brought from its hiding place ; when a contro- 
versy ensuing as to whom they belonged, the 
following couplet was inscribed over the latter 
for the edification of their respective admirers, 

"These are the reliques of William de Lye, 
The fellow in leather is Peter Lucy/' 

I will not be confident however that the 
lines are now legible. 

Gads Hill can never be forgotten, its name 
is indelible amongst those whom no 

" Levers will ever lift up again/' 



Cobham Hall is the ancient Seat of one of 
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the most illustrious families in the Kingdom, 
descended in direct line from King John to 
King James ; but upon the attainder of a man 
who disgraced his name and lineage, the 
estates passed to a collateral branch, and 
still remain with the descendants. The first 
family enumerated offices and distinctions 
of every degree, and displayed heraldic pomp 
almost imprecedented, commencing with the 
baronial honour of those remote days. We 
find among them Justices of the great assize. 
Justices itinerant, Lord Wardens of the 
Cinque Ports, Barons of the Exchequer, 
Knights of every order. Lieutenants of Dover 
Castle, Admirals, High Commissioners, Lords 
Governors of the Realm, Lord Deputies, Am- 
bassadors, Privy Counsellors,' Lord Cham- 
berlains, closing unhappily with an imbecile 
abject coward and traitor, who died upon the 
scafibld. 

The Family mansion possesses more of 
interest than splendour; in its external 
appearance it is of the Elizabethan character 
improved by Inigo Jones, who has not suc- 
ceeded in divesting it of the heavy sombre 
features which mark the era of its foundation ; 
and an avenue of lines although grand in 
itself, rather augments than relieves, an im- 
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pressioii of romantic gloom ; much however 
has been accomplished within^ to impart the 
light and graceful charms of better days. A 
Music Saloon nearly fifty feet square is re- 
splendent in parian marble and scagliola, 
contrasted with sumptuous gilding, and a 
profusion of rich emblematic ornaments. The 
area of the floor is diversified by many beau- 
tiful florentine vases on highly polished fluted 
pedestals of statuary. 

The Picture Gallery is one hundred and 
thirty feet in length, and the collection which 
decorates its walls comprises many inestima- 
ble specimens, particularly of Titian, Rubens, 
Vandyck, and Salvater Rosa, a Danae by 
Titian is placed in a recess, and moves upon 
a swivel so that the light may be managed at 
pleasure ; I sat to admire the picture until I 
was almost persuaded that the inimitable figure 
breathed, and was about to quit its recumbent 
posture ; a Regulus, by Salvator, is one of the 
most attractive works of that Artist I have 
met with: the Vandycks are also master- 
pieces, and the Death of Cyrus by Rubens, 
is an elaborate performance of a towering 
genius. Guide, with other worthies of that 
School, and Sir Joshua, with many houour- 
able competitors of modern Academies 
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contribute several powerful efforts of the pen- 
cil 

In sculpture half the heathen mythology 
displays the touch of Apelles and the atti- 
tudes of Michael Angelo ; a Hercules, an 
Apollo, a Venus, and an Antinous, seem 
rather enchanted mortals than breathlesa 
stone, whilst an Alexander represents that 
majestic hero as we may imagine his atti- 
tude. 

'' When glory like the dazzling Eagle stood 
Perched on his beaver in the Granic flood/' 

Tbe Library leaves its possessor little td 
covet, either for profound research, or the light 
and ephemeral productions of living authors. 

The audience chambers, the festive halls, 
the salle de danse, indeed every apartment, 
in furniture, decoration, and arrangement, is 
consistent with the long line of great and 
noble ancestors whose cognizances and 
achievements bespeak a race of patriots, 
statesmen, and warriors. The park, the 
mausoleum, the sepulchral inscriptions, all 
bear the same testimony, and tell the 
same solemn truth, that the gold of Ophir, 
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the ships of Tarshish, the cedars of Lebanon^ 
and the perfumes of Arabia may contribute 
to adorn and sweeten life, but Cobham Hall 
is not more impregnable than the Lodge at 
the baronial gate, to that enemy whose 
darts assail alike the high and palmy state of 
Princes, and the humblest hind that trembles 
at their threshold. 

Cobham College, a benevolent institution 
which lias survived the changes and revolu- 
tions of five centuries, offers the comforts of 
a quiet home to the aged, the infirm, and 
helpless, of all the surrounding parishes in 
which the family has possessions. 

The Church is a very ancient and highly 
picturesque object, profuse in funeral me- 
mentos ; the floor is literally paved with brass, 
indented with black-letter inscriptions, and 
what may be termed a graphic history of the 
House of Darnley. 

But to a Castle-gazer like myself, Ro- 
chester presents the ne plus ultra of art; 
its very foundation involves events of stirring 
interest. The Consular Fasces it is more 
than possible paraded before Caesar upon the 
rocks which form its base. The standards 
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of William the Conqueror, have doubtless 
floated triumphantly over the Medway's 
placid stream, and the majestic keep^ (an 
elaborate specimen of defensive architiec- 
ture) has echoed to the shock of arms and 
knightly revels of the fitzwalters, the De 
Burghs, De Montfords, De Clares, De Veres, 
and De Rochfords of heroic ages ; those ro- 
mantic chiefs whose very names inspire re- 
collections, which in the dreamy hour of me- 
ditation, people with departed spirits its courts 
of guard and battlements. From this turret 
the Warder blew his bora, from the glacis 
Red Cross Knights challenged the centinels, 
the portcullis fell, the drawbridge rattled, the 
men at arms were marshalled, the bastions 
shone with panoply of armed Chiefs, watch- 
words, and countersigns, disturbed the still- 
ness of night, the barbican unfolded its 
gates to the Stranger from the Holy-Land^ 
from Poic tiers, or from Agincourt, and a 
welcome resounded through the vaulted roofs ; 
then in a moment the charm was broken, 
intestine feuds distracted the state, the 
royal banner was torn down, the towers 
hurled to the dust, the moat choaked, walls 
dismantled, the defences laid prostrate; 
timers decaying fingers grasped with deso- 
lating power the ruined fortress, and the 

t2 
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pride of War degenerated into a neglected 
monument of ancient glory. But this is 



Thick ey'd musing and cursed melancholy/ 



a humour which has grown with me since 
boyhood, when a cairn, a tumulus, the mere 
spectre of a Castle, ii^ected my brain with 
visions of 

^' Sallies and retires, of trenches, tents^ 

Of palisadoes, frontiers, parapets. 

Of basilisks, of cannon, culverin. 

Of prisoner's ransom and of Soldiers slain. 

And all the currents of a heady fight/' 

to which you may attribute this sentimental 
episode, or to the garrulity of advancing 
years, or any other source you think more 
appropriate, and in order to get into a more 
cheerful train we will leave the adjacent Ca- 
thedral for the present, and saunter up the 
banks of the Medway to Maidstone. 

This river is rather placid than romantic, 
margined with rich meadows and gentle 
slopes, from which the pendant hopbinds 
hang gracefully, and the nearer you approx- 
imate Maidstone, the more profusely they 
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display themselves ; this is in point of fact 
the focus of the hop district; a denizen of 
Maidstone is nobody without a hop garden, 
and he who knows not the nature, genera, 
and cultivation of this favourite plant " was 
born for nothing;" but that which forms the 
citizen's amusement is the farmer's depen- 
dance^ as the arable lands of too many fully 
testify. 1 believe they would bury their dead 
in the hop grounds if the decorum of. society 
would sanction it. 

In the Spring while applying the necessary 
improvement, the atmosphere of this neigh- 
bourhood is impregnated by myriads of sprats 
in a state of decomposition, and the more 
nauseous, apparently the more agreeable; 
boneSy rags, oflfal, of every description, aug- 
ment the odoriferous compound, until it seems 
that whatever is devoid of smell must be 
devoid of virtue ; and those who inhale this 
tainted air would turn with disgust from the 
gums of Arabia and otta de rose as vile 
nostrums, tolerated only by coxcombs and 
coquettes. Though at a particular period 
of the year it must be admitted, that a 
delicate nose is an inconvenient appendage 
near the waters of the Medway, yet I would 
not recommend you to indulge prejudices 
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against the town, the townspeople, or the 
rural population of Maidstone ; the first is 
neat, clean, and prosperous; the second are 
very reputable and wealthy, the latter hospi- 
tably, industrious, and loyal. The market 
day presents a very animated scene, and 
vehicles of all descriptions pour in from every 
quarter. The yeomen are fine portly men, 
duly courteous to the Ladies, and proud of 
their horses (which are never without a pe- 
digree,) but prefer their hops to either ; so 
absorbing indeed is the interest taken in 
" the Duty " that should you chance to en- 
quire of any individual the number of his 
children^ ten to one but he answers two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand ; while the regular 
on-dit in reference to the prosperous circum- 
stances of another is not, " He has a pocket 
full," but "he is full of pockets." They 
measure every thing by comparison with 
their bops, such a one is "as round as a 
pocket/' another as " high as a pole, as long 
as a pol^, as straight as a pole, or as sharp as 
a pole." 

Maidstone boasts the remains of an archi- 
episcopal palace and a college, but the pro- 
vincial throne is usurped by a dealer in hops ; 
the seat of learning groans beneath his bags 
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and pockets, and the chambers where scho- 
lars and philosophers have slept, are con- 
verted into Hop oasts. 

Woollett, 6ne of the most eminent engra- 
vers the world ever knew, was a native of this 
place, and ought to have a monument erected 
to his memory; should his name continue 
unmarked by honourable testimony, we must 
conclude that bis fellow-countrymen are alto- 
gether insensible of the distinction conferred 
upon their town by the birth of so celebrated 
a character. 

A short mile from Maidstone Lord Rom- 
oey has a very pretty seat called the Moat; 
such a protection having surrounded the 
ancient residence, it may be presumed that it 
grew into the accustomed cognomen of the 
domain, but it certainly does not convey any 
classical definition. 

The Mansion erected by the present Earl, 
is plain and unostentatidtMj', with little within 
or without to attract observation, but the 
Park affords some delightful walks; the tira- 
ber is large and fine, and the undulations 
very agreeable. The beautiful Elizabeth 
Woodville, Queen of Edward IVth was born 
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ia the Old House, which was removed a few 
years ago ; upon expressing my regret at the 
circumstance, a t^naAt qf his Lordship very 
characteristically remarked, "why Sir, if we 
were to preserve every hou^^ in Kent in 
which a pretty woman has been born there 
would be very little space left for hop gai:- 
dens/' 

TPhe Priory of Aylesford is a model of 
conventual buildings before the dissolution, 
and externally but little altered from the ori- 
ginal design; with the exception of its anti- 
quity it has little worthy record, but as being 
the nursery of Sir Charles Sedley, one of the 
prQfligate wits and poets of the court of the 
Second Charles. The village and parts ad- 
jacent, formed the scene of many a battle- 
field when the Panes paid us such frequent 
morning calls. Alfred £tnd Edmund Iron- 
side each saluted them on that ground, 
and '* pointed a moral '* for those sweet me- 
lancholy words which Home puts into the 
mouth of Lady Randolph. 

'^ Ye dames of Denmark now I think of you. 
Whilst sadly sitting on your Sea beat Shore 
Ye mourn for Lords that never will return/' 
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Summerhill near Tunbridge, stands upon 
the face of a bold swelling hill crossed by. the 
Hastings-road from Tunbridge to Lamber- 
hurst; it is of sombre visage, in the Elizabe- 
than style, embosomed in beautiful woods 
and "foliage rare and green;" it has been 
ennobled by many celebrated possessors and 
visitors. Robert Dudley Earl of Leicester, 
Frances Countess of Essex, and Sir Philip 
Sidney her first husband, with many branches 
and scions from those lofty Houses; The 
Parliament settled it upon President Brad- 
shaw who died here ; it was then restord to 
its lawful owner, and fell by marriage into 
the hands of Beau Fielding, one of the race 
of gentry who "prey on widows' houses;" 
he alienated many parts of it, and left his 
wife to pine in misery and mortifications it 
is now the property of Mr. Alexander, a na- 
bob who has much improved the mansion by 
tjie addition of a splendid library, and other 
magnificence consistent with Oriental taste. 

Quarry Hill, the ascent from Tunbridge 
Town to Southborough, commands a superb 
prospect, embracing the luxuriant valley 
which spreads its beautifully wooded bosom 
between the range of Chalk Hills extending 
from Wrotham into Surrey, and the Med way, 
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which winds its delig)itful sinuosities round 
the Base of Summerhill, and Quarry Hill, 
on to Penshurstand Uever Castle, and thence 
to its source near Godstone. 

Mabledon House on the summit of Quarry 
Hill was built by James Burton, Esquire, 
sold by him to Sir Simon Hart, late Chan^ 
cellor in Ireland, and at his decease pur^ 
chased by Mr. Deacon, then partner in the 
house of Baring and Co., and now of the. 
Banking Firm of Williams and Co* in Birchin 
Lane : it is of the castellated character, built 
of native stone, and forms a prepossessing 
object from all the country round. Its 
chief attractions are winding walks amidst 
the groves of oak which shade the undula* 
tions of the park, (if a very moderate extent 
of Land deserve that distinction,) and the 
tact by which the architect has blended the 
baronial character with domestic comfort. 
So far as a minature can resemble an original, 
it may be considered an elegant deception, 
which vanishes on approximation ; and rather 
disappoints, when upon entering, instead of 
storied windows, and chivalrous decorations, 
we find only modem reception rooms, assi- 
milating to the interior of a London mansion ; 
no ancestral emblazonment, no portraits of 
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precursors immortalized in history and song^» 
no banners tattered in the war; nought but 
specimens of stucco work and paper hang- 
ings, furniture from Gillows, and clocks from 
Paris, ranged in modern precision beneath 
embattled parapets and baby bulwarks; a 
plaything, a bijou, to please a full pursed 
Citizen or newly-gazetted Peen 

Beyond, is Bounds Park, the Seat of Sir 
Andrew Judd, an Alderman of London when 
Lord Mayors ranked with Princes, and all 
the learned Council of the Realm. Oaks 
hoary with age, and hollow hearted as the 
hypocrites to whom tradition assigns their 
origin, still lift their heads on high, and 
spread their broad sliadows where the**maw- 
worms" of the Protectorate preached brim- 
stone and fire to all who combed their hair or 
washed their faces. Here Praise God Bare 
hoties caused Mount Sion to tremble with dis- 
tortions and ecstacies; there Good enough 
for hell fire made Mount Ephraim blaze with 
blasphemy, while Mount Pleasant echoed the 
prophetic consolation that all were sinners, 
and no sinner could by possibility be saved 
from everlasting flames? Oh the charms of a 
Reformation which swept away all the joys 
and hopes of life, for an hereafter of endless 
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misery ! And now leaving you to refresh at the 
invigorating springs of Tunbridge Wells, 
which are waste water or streams of life, as 
fashion dictates, I will endeavour to search 
out a ramble through some sublunary scene, 
where the blue Heavens above, and the eme- 
rald fields around us, render the present 
cheerful, and the future happy. 

Winding to the right, round Mr, Deacon's 
Park, the road takes a direction on the ridge 
of the hill, from which the prospects 1 have 
been describing present at every step some 
novel feature, some fresh beauty of nature, 
or new object of human skill ; until, unex- 
pectedly the eye fixes upon a huge pile of 
antiquated towers and pinnacles, at the sight 
of which the note-book leaps from its depo- 
sitory, and materials for a new chapter and 
delightful vignette, banish the recollection 
of Tub Orators, and all the race of Ranters, 
Thumpers, Jumpers, and whirligig Pilots to 
the world unknown. A Mansion such as 
Penshurst, which has passed through dynas-^ 
ties of the Cobhams, Poultneys, Lovaines, 
St. Clares, Plantagenets, Fanes, and the 
Sidneys, must be pregnant with interest in 
an historical point of view, far beyond the 
portraiture of these simple pages ; and as a 
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work of art, and repository of mementds 
connected with the most brilliant reign in our 
national annals> it must not be passed over 
in silence. These walls have witnessed the 
adulation paid to a virgin Sovereign in her 
golden days. The mouldering tower, the 
silent hall, the forsaken ball room, the sacred 
chamber where the nation's idol reposed in 
state of velvet, gold, and jewels, speak at 
once to the eye and heart; the gardens, 
the terraces* the laurel groves, the oaken 
shades where the Lyre of the '^Incomparable 
one'' resounded to arcadian strains ; the 
shreds and shadows of human greatness 
hanging mildewed from the walls* the deso- 
lation* the dismal fate that 

" Sits) on the dark battlements and firowns^'^ 

teach the same great moral lesson which 
many read, and but few remember. 

Scarcely had Sir Philip Sidney attained to 
manhood, than he ranked high in every ac- 
complishment ; as a scholar, a poet, a hero 
and politician^ shedding a star-like brilliancy 
wherever he moved. He was sought out to fill 
the vacant throne of Poland for which half 
the Potentates of the civilized world sent forth 
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competitors ; yet ere his fifth lustre was 
fulfilled, was numbered with the dead, by 
the same iudiscriminating ball that struck 
down the nameless soldier by his side. Since 
then, monarch has followed monarch, peer 
descended after peer, and beauty after 
beauty, to the same sad bourne. The blights 
of time^ calamity, and poverty, have visited 
this theatre of spectacle and pageantry : 
the smiles of the powerful have been long 
averted from the once puissant house, and the 
dismal twilight of oblivion lingers upon the 
fragments of its fame, fanned only by the 
hollow wind that sweeps unresisted through 
its dreary courts and nodding portals. 

Sir John Sidney, however, the present pos- 
sessor of Penshurst, greatly to his honour has 
much restored and embellished the castle; 
indeed a stranger would say, that to decorate 
the seat of his ancestors and to perpetuate 
the remembrance of their fame consti* 
tutes at once the source of a proud and yet 
laudable gratification ; yet from a species of 
eccentricity which it is difficult to under- 
stand, or for which to discover a rational 
apology^ he can never be persuaded to sleep 
under its roof, but constantly sojourns during 
his visits at the little Inn in the Village, whera 
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a bed room and parlour are set apart for him. 
He has also reinstated the Family Chapel 
within the Church, and erected a stone porch 
at the external entrance of the vault beneath 
it, over which is a shield of arms with this 
appropriate motto — Quo Fata Vocant. 

Red-Leaf> the unassuming mansion of a 
British Merchant, rises near the verge of 
Penshurst-Park, on the road to Leigh. To 
a situation favoured by nature Mr. Wells 
has added the highest charms of art in paint- 
ing, sculpture, literature, and horticulture; 
the best productions of the best Masters 
decorate his walls ; his library is profuse in 
authors from blind Homer to the Great 
Unknown, and the best illustrations of im- 
proved art load his what-nots and tables. 
His gardens are unique representations of the 
French, Dutch, Italian, German, Chinese 
and Hindostan ; the Petit Garcon from Paris 
may revive his recollections of Malmaison, and 
' the Burgomaster lucubrate amidst Tulip beds 
and Hyacinths in all the trim formality of 
Haarlem. Boccacio might discover new 
scenes for a second Decameron; Zimmer- 
man find fresh solitudes ; the Mandarin, sites 
for Pagodas, the Hindoo, caverns for mons- 
ters and chimeras, and the Bramin enjoy his 
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hooka as happily as beneath the shade of his 
sacred banian ; in short except at Houghton 
Towers in Staffordshire, I know of no garden- 
scenery with any pretensions to rival the 
delicious grots, velvet lawns and graceful 
Varieties of Red Leaf. 

From this Paradise we will make a tran- 
sition to the Wilderness, the Seat of Marquis 
Camden, a short distance from Seven Oaks, 
more conspicuous for its luxuriant woods and 
stately timber, than for any peculiar attrac- 
tion of situation or modern embellishment ; 
it is discerned from the London Road des- 
cending Maram's Court Hill, by large 
masses of foliage which cover the bold un- 
dulations of the Park, and impart a distant 
grandeur not realized on a nearer approach ; 
its late noble owner however will hold a bril- 
liant place in the page of history, for the 
sacrifice to the public service of a princely 
income, at a period of life when many years 
of enjoyment might with great reason have 
been anticipated. 

The ancestor of the present family was 
the celebrated John Pratt, Chief Justice of 
the Queen's Bench, in the days of Queen 
Anne. 
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When in Paradise^ and the Wilderness, we 
are not remote from Eden; not the garden, 
but a winding gurgling stream, which having 
crossed, you will find yourself before the 
barbican and portcullis of that jyetty vene- 
rable relic Hever Castle, a moated mansion 
of the period of Edward the Third, and pos- 
sessing within a small compass most of the 
characteristics of the ancient baronial resi- 
dence. Here Anne Boleyn spent the happy 
days of youth, often listening in her favourite 
turret to the winding of the bugle horn of her 
royal Lover, and unwittingly laid the founda- 
tion of her own calamities, and that astounding 
revolution which shattered to atoms the Papal 
power, and gave to the winds the legends and 
relics of all the Saints who red lettered th^ 
English Calendar. 

It would be idle to dwell upon the history 
of this hapless Queen, or her scarcely less 
unfortunate successor Anne of Cleves, to whom 
Hever was assigned for residence upon her 
divorce: there is an interest however attach- 
ing to this secluded place which bespeaks 
for it rather more attention than it at present 
receives, and I have seen few morceaux of 
antiquity that yielded me greater pleasure. 
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When you meet with such homely expres- 
sions as the following, a deviation from the 
road will not repay you; viz , *^A neat housed 
" a respectable building'^ — " a modetn building^' 
— " not aih unhandsome building'^ — *' a respect- ^ 
able brick structure""^^* a large square edifice 
of brick" — ** a handsome edifice*' — '* a large 
Elizabethan 3Tansion* — " a respectable sped" 
men,'' &c., such terms imply little more than 
masses of brick and mortar, devoid of ar- 
chitectural ornament, and simply signify 
that the author means to make honourable 
mention of houses to whose owners he is 
indebted for hospitality; a smq^l but popu- 
lous village is also ominous, and '*a very 
pleasant and commanding situatiofi*" — at least 
i^quivocal. 

Chevening, the seatof the Damers although 
attributed to Inigo Jones, has little more than 
formality, uniformity, and extent to recom- 
mend it. The Park in its plantations, repre- 
sents squares and parallelograms, emblema- 
tic of platoons and columns of troops^ in 
puerile imitation of the plains of Quebec, 
Minden, or some othw celebrated battle^ in 
which oneof its possessors held a distinguish^ 
ed cbai^ ; and appears sadly blighted by 
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smoke and saltpetre. The rarest thing about 
it was the late noble owner, whose eccentrici- 
ties deteriorated from a mind of considerable 
energy, and mechanical talents of very supe« 
rior order. Whether at Chevening amidst 
his lathes, models, and inventions, in the 
House of Peers talking to empty benches, 
or at the Levee a gazing stock for the young 
scions of aristocracy, his Lordship was always 
unique. I have seen him in the same half 
hour display the powers of Cicero, and the 
antics of a Maw- worm ; assume at one mo- 
ment the characteristic dignity of his rank^ 
and in an instant degenerate into the " leau 
and slippered pantaloon ;'* he performed the 
absent man admirably, possessed a tolerable 
share of vanity, was what the world calls clever, 
but ever vacillating between toys and stean^ 
engines. 

But if Chevening House supply few attrac- 
tions, the picturesque parish church possesses 
great recommendations ; nicely placed amidst 
a group of trees, with its fine old tower laced 
with ivy, it presents an object at once vene- 
rable and tranquillizing ; within, are many 
elaborate monuments of the Lennards and 
the Cranmers, primitive owners of Chevening 

u2 
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Place and Chepsted, which latter must xi6t 
be passed with indifference. 

Montreal, is a modern building, but derived 
dignity from the fine timber that has been 
judiciously arranged over the grounds in great 
profusion ; the obelisk which rises conspi- 
cuously over the surrounding foliage, cele- 
brates the achievements of the great Lord 
Amherst in America. There is a delightful 
walk from the villa^^e of Riverhead through 
this domain and the adjoining park of Col. 
Austin, up to Seven Oak's Church, and from 
thence to Knole Park, which latter, without 
any pretensions to grandeur, is distributed 
by nature into a pleasing variety of hill, dale, 
tranquil glades, and verdant savannas, studded 
and overhung by splendid specimens of beech, 
limes, and other forest trees ; fine herds of 
deer augment the beauties of this sylvan 
scenery, and a repose imperceptibly takes 
possession of the mind, which the gloomy 
antiquity of the mansion contributes to 
render durable. 

King John has the credit of all the gable- 
ended buildings in the mond.rchy, and Eliza- 
beth monopolizes the bay windows ; possibly 
the reign of each witnessed the progress of 
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these very curious vestiges of past ages, in 
which much variety of taste is conspicuous ; 
but the combinations are heterogeneous, inhar- 
monious, and far from admirable, either as 
specimens of architecture, or domestic conve- 
nience. Grotesque waterspouts ^nd heraldic 
chimeras abound ; dreary corridors and secret 
passages are multiplied into " a maze with- 
out a plan;" decayed wainscots, and faded 
hangings betray the disfigurements of time, 
and heaps of relations in mouldy canvas and 
tarnished frame-work, hand down the grotes- 
que costumes of less enlightened, although 
probably equally honest days ; if indeed any - 
day or hour in the long calendar of '■ recorded 
time'^ can boast its freedom from ambition^ 
envy, and intrigue. Beds on which Monarchs 
have reposed, chairs in which Queens have 
been seated, cabinets which Princes have 
presented, toilets garnished for pageants and 
regal visits, portraits of the high and mighty 
ones who swell the genealogy of a potent race, 
crowd in rapid succession ; but present,^ wheii 
all is done, more to please the eye than allure 
the heart ; for calamity is found to follow 
very closely on the steps of notoriety, and 
the annals of the proudest house betray too 
clearly, that e^ialted station brings no exemp- 
tion from care and mortification. The Albe- 
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marles, Pembrokes, and Somersets, the Dud- 
leys, and the Sackvilles, had their trials 
as well as the humblest retainer in their halls, 
or the lowliest peasant in their fields^ There 
is however, enough at Enole to banish misan- 
thropic feeling ; among many wretched 
imitations, we find a large collection of fine 
pictures, many unquestionably the genuine 
productions of Cprregio, Rembrandt, Titian^ 
Vandyck, Holbein, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and 
their noble compeers of the ancient and modern 
Schools; I have counted the portraits of no 
less than seven princes^ eight dukes, one 
-marquis, eight earls, three barons, ten knights^ 
two admirals^ and eight priests, from cardi- 
nals downwards, most of them allied in bloody 
and all renowned in history. 

At Groombridge, there is a rare specimen 
bf the ancient Manor House^ with courts^ 
terraces, fishponds, &c., as formal as a draft- 
board; this was the Seat of Waller, one of 
Henry the fifth^s officers at the battle of Agin- 
bourt, who iiiade th& l)uke of Orleans pri- 
isonier, and detained him on his parole ot 
honour for twenty- four years, within the limits 
of this doinain. 

Bpeldhurst, is a very picturesque village j 
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the Church is a commaading object, and the 
rides and prospects rounds particularly in 
May when the oaks are leafing and the din- 
gles carpeted with primroses — to me are per- 
fectly enchanting. 

Bidborough Church, is exquisitely rural, 
it possesses all the rude simplicity in which 
the muse of Goldsmith would have delighted 
to revel, the prospects around are in high 
esteem and deserve their reputation. 

Coombe Bank must be visited first for the 
beautiful cedar trees and ornamental timber 
which decorate its lawns and gardens ; and 
secondly, because it was the residence of 
Earl Ferrers, who was executed at Tyburn 
for the murder of his Steward ; independent 
of which act of deliberate cruelty he appears 
to have borne a very obnoxious character. 

Kippington, is a deserted mansion of the 
Cobhams, but retains some celebrity from 
having been at one time the residence of the 
wisest man of his age, Mr. Thomas Far- 
naby> whose descent and history are perhaps 
marked by more curious incidents than are 
often met with in the life of the same indivi- 
dual. His great Grandfather was a fidler, 
his Grandfather, mayor of a distant corpora- 
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tion, perhaps an oflSce equivalent to that of a 
ward beadle in London^ his father was a 
carpenter, he however obtained a good educa- 
tion and passed through the University with 
considerable credit; he became alternately a 
^•ake apd 2^ bookworm, a protestant and 
papist, a Jesuit, a sailor, a soldier, and a 
schoolmaster; so poor as to t^ach from village 
to village for daily bread ; anon the affluent 
preceptor of three hundred young noblemen 
and invited to' the honours of Oxford and 
Cambridge. His trials were many and his 
prosperity short, for the overthrow of the 
monarchy shipwrecked all his hopes, and he 
died a prisoner for a witty expression against 
the dominant faction of the times. He was 
the Busby of his day, and may be now seen 
at full length in Seven Oaks Church. If you 
be partial to such variations, and the ups and 
downs of life, Sir William de Sevehoke will 
amuse you, who from a beggar boy or found- 
ling, became Lord Mayor of London; and 
the Free Grammar School at the place of his 
birth, which bears his name^ is a monument 
of his gratitude to those who sent him fofth 
to prosperity and honour* 

Fairlawn, is one of the *^ respectable brick 
Structures'' before alluded to, but its situation 
and tout ensemble convey an impression of 
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great comfort and gentility. It was erected 
by one of the Vanes, whose Countess is in- 
troduced in the novel of Peregrine Pickle, 
and whose fame in consequence was much 
bruited abroad. 

HolwooJ, as the Seat of William Pitt will 
long claim respect and interest. Repton, ofi 
its limited grounds, displayed his taste for 
gardening, but it is questionable m hether Pitt 
coulddiscriminatebetweenatulipandafungus, 
or had much regard as to which way lawns in- 
clined or shrubberies wound. The path of po- 
litics had too many meanderings, to permit the 
mind of a Statesman to dwell on minor things, 
and a few hours relaxation was all he pro- 
bably courted and obtained in this retirement. 
His Father the great Lord Chatham erected 
a mansion at Hayes, only a short distance 
from Holwood, and there the second William 
Pitt was born ; but the fame of such men is 
not dependent upon parks, manors and 
houses ; they will perish while the name of 
Pitt remains fresh and vigorous. The glories 
of material things must fade away, but the 
memory of the resplendent talents and irre- 
sistible genius of William Pitt will endure 
for ever. 

Eltham, was once the seat of Royalty, but 
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the regal dais is superseded by the winnow- 
ing machine ; and flails, instead of sceptres, 
now command. The Hall of Audience is 
become a threshing floor. *^ High life below 
stairs" is performed in the Council Chamber ; 
and where Parliaments assembled, laundry 
maids bleach the linen of surrounding ple- 
beians. 

In Lee Church-yard if you be a stargazer, 
you may pay respect to (he ashes of Dr. 
Halley the astronomer. If a patron of the 
Drama, Parsons lies only a few rods from him, 
and the grave of Charnock will remind you of 
the wooden walls of old England; inside 
the Church, Queen Elizabeth's sergeant of 
the cellar is recumbent among the lordly 
dust of the Dacres and the Fludyers. 

At Lewisham, the Petres are displayed in 
family groups, numerous and large as life 
in Parian marble; and three young ladies 
repose near them, whose united ages amount 
to three hundred and twenty-five years; in 
the cemetery a simple monument bears the 
name of Dermody the Poet, who terminated 
a life of wretchedness and dissipation in this 
neighbourhood. 

In the parish of Monks Norton there is an 
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attractive park, onethous&tvd acres in extent, 
and a mansion called Mount Norris ; one of 
those square Dutch-fashioned buildings in- 
troduced by King Willianij with a lofty roof 
and large dormer windows, terminating with 
a gallery and casibo ; having within, a hall 
and staircase capable of admitting the state 
coach and cream coloured Hanoverians, for 
which every other apartment is '' curtailed of 
its fair proportions." From the original owner 
of this park descends the family commemo- 
rated by Sir Walter Scott in his poem of 
Rokeby. 

Westenh anger, was Once a royal residence; 
and large masses of the ancient towers, walls, 
moat, and drawbridge, give evidence of its 
great extent ; it contained one hundred and 
twenty-six apartments, a gallery one hun- 
dred and sixty feet long, and a noble hall 
built round a quadrangle one hundred and 
thirty feet square. In the reign of Henry the 
Eighth, the owner Sir Thomas^ Poynings was 
summoned to Parliament for the remarkable 
strength and courage he displayed in tourna- 
ments; it is to be presumed therefore this 
sapient monarch paid n^ore respect to the 
virtues of the '' bones and nerves '' than the 
intellectual accomplishments of his senators. 
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On the Estate of Lord Thanet called Ripley 
Court, they will shew you the spot where Jack 
Cade concealed himself until discovered by 
the Sheriff of Kent, who cut him down to save 
the trouble of the gallows ceremonies, and 
carrying his head to London pocketed the 
reward of a thousand marks for the summary 
manner in which he ridded the king of so 
ferocious a competitor. 

Hothfield, the seat of the Tuftons, has 
nothing to recommend it externally, and little 
within ; but the park is pretty and well tim- 
bered. The present Earl Thanet is a warm 
patron of agriculture, and his farming far 
exceeds his patriotism, which partakes too 
much of the revolutionary School. 

The Derings have been for centuries a 
great family in Kent, and you will find many 
of their brazen faces in Pluckley Church, with 
inscriptions from the reign of King Stephen 
to George the Third, informing us that the 
men were very brave and their wives alike 
prolific. 

The Weald of Kent produced William 
Caxton to whom we are indebted for that most 
delightful of all inventionS| the art of Print-» 
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ing ; he became a London apprentice, grew 
into opulence, and appears as a diplomatist in 
the reign of Edward the fourth, from which for- 
tunate elevation of a once unpretending clown, 
we find our libraries enriched, our days sweet- 
ened, and our minds instructed. Wynkyn de 
Worde, so famous in Bibliomania, was his 
pupil, friend, and successor. 

Tenterden, owes more to the traditionary 
tales which connect it with Earl Godwyn and 
the monastics, than to any peculiarities in 
its immediate history or appearance. The 
church stands on a fine eminence, and is 
crowded with monuments of a second class^ 
designed and executed by local artists, and 
inscribed by local scholars and poets, in that 
contemptible style of composition, which dis- 
graces all our cemeteries. The dimensions 
rather than the workmanship,excite curiosity, 
the tower is a land mark for all the districts 
round. The beacon which flamed from it 
almost as long as the curfew tolled, now blazes 
no more; but the prospects from its platform 
have improved from year to year; delightful 
walks wind from the churchyard, through the 
rich enamelled meads, woody glens, and hop 
grounds that surround the village; and it 
has become a retirement selected by many 
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who desire to pass the evening of life in tran- 
quillity and devotion. 

Bedgebury Park, is a mass of luxuriant 
woodlands that produces oak of the finest 
quality and most rapid growth; the lands 
are cast in fine undulations, and it has 
a beautiful lake, on the banks of which the 
grounds and gardens are tastefully arranged; 
these form the resort of the country-people 
in the vicinity, who bring their friends to 
Bedgebury as though there were but one such 
place in all merry England. A branch of the 
Colepeppers received Queen Elizabeth here 
in 1753. From those monopolizers of the 
Boil of Kent, it passed to the Cartiers and the 
Laws, and is now the property of Viscount 
Marshal Beresford* 

Otterden, is of Elizabethan birth embosomed 
in splendid woods. 

Belmont in Thrawley^ is of modern date 
and boasts much of Wyatt's talent j the estate 
connected with it is very extensive. General 
Montressor the present owtifef is ail amateur 
farmer, whose experiments have niueh ijn- 
proved a very stubborn soiL 
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At Hollingborne, you may see some rich 
purple velvet hangings for the altar and 
pulpits, worked with gold; the produce of 
twelve years industry of the fair hands of the 
daughters of Lord Colepepper ; and this will 
lead us to 

Leeds Castle, a very interesting relic 
overlooked from the road between Maidstone 
and Charing; the moat is still broad and 
deep, the barbicans dilapidated^ the portcullis 
gone, but the courts and buildings are entire. 
Improvidence has caused the furniture and 
pictures to be scattered by the hammer, and 
I fear they have been followed by a fine 
statue in white marble of Black Tom, (the 
soubriquet of Lord Fairfax, the Parliamentary 
General.) The Danes and Saxons have 
feasted in its halls, the Crevequers and the 
Leybornes revelled in its chambers, and a 
Colepepper was hung upon the battlements ; 
William of Wykham improved it, Richard the 
Second abided in it, Henry the Fourth sought 
refuge here from the plague, Queen Joan of 
Navarre was imprisoned in its walls, and here 
a Dutchess of Gloucester was tried for witch* 
craft In 1779, George the Third and Queen 
Charlotte partook of the hospitality of Lord 
Halifax^ its then proprietor. When next it 
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will acquire an owner, or» receive a guest, 
needs a prophet to determine, and as prophets 
are scarce now-a-days, its prospects seem 
extremely gloomy ; if profligacy and extrava- 
gance were deemed other than venial crimes, 
how many more penitentiaries we should 
require ! 

Lee's Court, in Sheldwich, has little of 
notoriety beyond the calamities of its noble 
owner during the Protectorate, Sir George 
Sondes subsequently Earl of Faversham. 

Lee in Ickham, has been honoured by the 
notice and commendations of Lord Orford, 
particularly the library; the effect he de- 
scribes as perfectly monastic, but the gloom 
of seclusion is banished by light and agree- 
able decorations ; there are a few very curious 
paintings in this apartment, appropriate to 
architectural design and the age of chivalry ; 
St. George, Richard the Second, the Queen, a 
Monk, a Nun, and three others, with emblema- 
tic ornaments above ; the books are rare editi- 
ons in history and antiquity, the chairs and 
furniture in perfect keeping, all fit for a 
mitred abbot, which the owner intended should 
be the eflfect produced ; the whole edifice as- 
similating to a monastery in miniature. 
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In an adjacent room is the original miniature 
by Holbein, of Anne of Cleves, which so im- 
posed upon the critical taste of Henry 8th. 
There are also portraits by Holbein of the 
Monarch himself, and of his sister Margaret 
Queen of Scotland, by Mabuse ; likewise a 
most singular and valuable picture^ the subject 
unJenowfiy rather a curious qualification, but 
certainly finely executed. In the drawing 
and dinner rooms are Lord and Lady Carlisle^, 
the Duchess of Richmond, Charles 1st, Charles 
2d and his Queen, the Duchess of Cleve- 
land, Nell G Wynne, Madame de laValliere, 
with many other portraits in which the hand 
of Vandyke cannot be mistaken ; besides 
which are many beautiful work^ of Caliavari, 
Carlo Maratti, Claude^ Jdrdaens, Berg- 
hem, Murillo, Poussin, Schalken^ Giordano^ 
Caracci, Rothenhamer^ Breughel, Carlo 
Dolce, Francks, Vandervelde, F^ietra de Cor- 
tona, &c. ; but more esteemed than all, is a 
portrait of Lord Orford himself, and more 
prized than perhaps it merits, the famous and 
never-to-be-forgotten. Dr. Busby of Westr 
minster School. 

St. Albans Court, in Nonington, contain^ 
many celebrated portraits of the Hammonds^ 
Hales, Colepepers, Auchers, and Digges, who 
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as judges, soldiers, poets, and agriculturists, 
illustrate the annals of fame in the exquisite 
performances of Jansen, Gainsborough, and 
others. In the list are Sir Dudley Digges, 
Sir Anthony Aucher, Sir William Ham- 
mond, and a whole host of Hammonds, and 
Digges, and Auchers, a daughter of which 
latter House was so charming a woman as to 
be distinguished as the '* Star of the East/' 
Sir John Smith who retook the royal standard 
at Edge Hill, and Sir John Boys the gallant 
defender of Donnington Castle against the 
Parliament, are honoured by being introfduced 
into such notable company; also an ancestor 
of Sir Francis Head who lately figured amongst 
the Pampas, the Brunnens, the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, and the Canadian Rebels. 

Wootton Court is the residence of Sir 
Egerton Bridges, per legum patria (as he 
styles himself,) Baron Chandos, who has 
spent a long life in curious literary pursuits 
and researches, to assist in establishing his 
claim to the said Peerage, but hitherto with- 
out success. He has however seven sons to 
whom he bequeaths the pursuit, and a very 
poor legacy it will be according to his own 
recent description of his finances^. 
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Denton, a beautiful residence in a most 
delightful situation, is also the property of 
Sir Egerton Bridges, but the famous iilting 
lance the pride of chivalry is gone. 

Otford is celebrated for battles, miracles, 
and banquetings, as the residence of Becket 
Warham and Cranmer, as the occasional 
resting place of the first Edward and the 
last Harry, as one of the most splendid 
monastic institutions and episcopal palaces 
in the kingdom, and as one of the first spoils 
of the Great Destroyer. 

My memoranda now lead me to Dover 
Castle, but in our way thither let us tal|:e a 
second peep at Canterbury. All the Chivalry 
of England, and perhaps of Europe, during 
the heroic ages, when war and martial sports 
formed the education and pastime of the 
civilized world, passed under West Gate, 
through which you now enter the city ; and 
if you have one spark of the spirit of an 
antiquary, you will pause long and frequently 
in perambulating the interesting scenes which 
present themselves on every hand. The ca- 
thedral and the monastery, the cloisters and 
chantries^ the martyrdom, the sanctuary^ 

x2 
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the festive hall, thrones and graves of 
Kings Prelates* and Saints, shrines an4 
monuments^ Cardinals, Legates, Crusaders; 
and Cavaliers, coronations, celebrations, 
parliaments, political religious and civil for- 
malities, the rudiments of i^U human insti- 
tutions^ the meridian glory of worldly affairs, 
the consummation and downfal of man's 
presumption, have each a moral here. The 
eye wanders from object to object, the heart 
beats through every pulse, the mind expandi^ 
with awful ^motion, every sense and faculty 
are engrossed with the endless traio of moving 
incidents that have emanated from a region 
which from the heptarchy to the Tudors was 
the seat of the predominating genius of the 
kingdom; in life and in death, here, the 
magnates of the land congregated for many 
generations ; and the hand which smote, and 
the knee that bowed, are now commixed and 
crumbled into a few small impalpable partir 
cles, scarcely sufficient to fill a single palm. 

It is conjectured, and upon very rational 
grounds, that Julius Caesar found Dover a 
a British fortification ; ^nd there appears still 
stronger evidence that he commenced those 
stupendous towers and walls whieh so many 
have contributed to strengthen and extend 
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from his gallant invasion to the idle vauntings 
of Napoleon, and from the day^ of King 
Arthur to those of Arthur Wellington. 

The method adopted for supplying a garri- 
son to the castle and building its defences is 
peculiar to feudal times. William the Con- 
queror, in reward for important services, 
granted to one of his courageous followers, 
this fortress, with certain manors and lands 
by the tenure of furnishing watch atid ward; 
and enlarging and Sustaining the walls, &c* 

This chief undergranted fo his subalterns,- 
who Supplied each a certain number of soldiers 
for a given time in every year, and undertook 
the repair of a certain tower, and a specific 
extent of curtain or wall ; and thus every tower 
and bastion became identified by the name 
of the officer charged with its maintenance j 
hence we find Goodwin's Tower, Chilham 
Tower, Gatfon Tower, BeauchampTower,&c; 
after the knights or manorfi that contributed 
garrison^ and expenses; and they are distin*- 
guished in this manner to the present day, 
although the service is no longer performed. 
Except in times of war, Dover Castle maybe 
considered not only a dismantled but a dilapi- 
dated fortress^ and as opposed to modern- 
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science no longer formidable unless the oppo- 
site heights should be fortified ; even in that 
case, it is by no means deemed impregnable, 
and was the subject of much critical comment, 
whilst the lavish expenditure was incurring 
to guard this weak point. We are how- 
ever too much addicted to treat lightly all 
defensive works, trusting implicitly in our 
floating bulwarks. The martello towers and 
all the military preparations along the coasts 
of Kent and Sussex were standing jests while 
" Britannia ruled the Main/' but had Nelson 
failed in a single instance^ or had the flotillas 
from the coast of France evaded our fleets 
and attempted a disembarkation^ there cannot 
exist a doubt but that we should have been 
under serious obligation to the little garrisdns 
thus securely placed to watch and command 
every vulnerable point; the crisis fortunately 
never arrived, and it will be well if these safe- 
guards be never contemplated but as sources of 
merriment. To intro^Qce here a laboured dis- 
sertation upon the stupendous production -of 
the military genius of generations gone by 
first mentioned, will be quite irrelevant to 
my purpose or the edification of the reader; 
but standing on the ruins of the pharos in 
the centre of the ancient citadel of Dover, 
unquestionably the work of Roman hands. 
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the scene and the desolation around, are 
fertile subjects for deep and interesting 
meditatiou- 

This line of coast presenting the nearest 
face to the enemy, the adjacent districts had 
many formidable stations for offensive and 
defensive operations. The Castles of Re- 
culver and Rich borough were important for- 
tresses until the sea swallowed up the one 
and deserted the other. Reculver has few 
traces remaining of its existence, but Rich- 
borough still retains some pretensions to 
engage attention, particularly a Roman am- 
phitheatre, with which however agriculturists 
have taken more liberties than the Antiqua- 
rian Society would have tolerated, had that 
sage body been consulted. 

Saltwood Castle was the rendezvous of the 
conspirators who revenged the insults offered 
by Becket to their Sovereign; its towers rise 
majestically as you approach from Hythe; 
and those partial to portcullises, keepsy 
flanking towers, machicolations, vaults, ribs^ 
groinings and crenelations, may here banquet 
from ''night till morn, from morn till dewyeve.^*^ 

The keep of Chilham Castle is all that 
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remains of a once extensive fortress, the his- 
tory of which has occasioned very learned 
controversies; it is of prodigious strength, 
and is still capable of resisting centuries of 
storms. The adjacent mansion, of King 
James' era or thereabouts^ is also a specimen 
of the durable designs of those days ; and the 
two, group extremely well together. 

The remains of Sutton Castle are but a 
mass of ivy finely situated. 

Tunbridge has a good gateway and mound^ 
but the keep has vanished, and modern inter- 
polations have destroyed its interest. 

Ck>wling Castle has just enough remaininfg 
to identify it as a military station ; the site hai$ 
been converted into an orchard and garden; 
and the carrots and cabbages are watered 
from the moat; 

Queenborough Castle has not a vestige 
remaining but the moat and well. 

Tong has only its mound and moat^ and a 
tradition stolen from Virgil's poetical history 
6f Carthage. 
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Allington Castle has an entrance gateway 
and moat. 

Leybourne has been rather better used ; it 
has a machicolated gateway, fragments of 
round towers and a moat ; but altogether the 
aggregate amount of castellated remains in 
this county is Very unimportant. 

Encampments or earth-works are more 
extensive, and as more ancient, to myself 
more interesting. We will begin with Castle 
Rough on Kemsley Downs near Milton, a 
Danish work with a deep ditch, the whole 
Overgrdwn with cdppice. Oldbury Camp at 
Ightham is of great extent, the road froni 
Ightham to Seven Oaks passing through the 
midst ; a ditch varying in depth according to 
the inequalities of the ground, incloses the 
wholci which is computed at upwards of one 
hundred and thirty acres. This is one of 
the largest encampments] in the kingdom^ 
but exceeded by that on Holwood Down near 
Keston, the work of the Romans, with treble 
ditches and ramparts of great depth two 
miles in circumference; this is also a fine 
elevated situation and was a favourite spot 
with Mr. Pitt when recreating at Holwood ; 
the source of the Ravensborne is close adja- 
cent, and the path which the Roman soldiers 
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used when filling their pitchers is still visible. 
Then we have the Dane Pitts, and Caesar's 
camp near Walmer, Woodnesbury Tumulus, 
Coldred entrenchments, Three Barrow Down 
in Shebbertswold ; the trenches and tumuli 
on Barham Downs, breastworks at Kennar- 
dington, The Castle Hill near Folkstone, 
(which for the height thereof might serve 
for a watch-tower) and Liminge Barrow, on 
which grows a fine tope of trees the ornament 
of that beautiful valley; but the wonder of 
wonders is Jullibery's grave, one hundred and 
eighty feet long, forty-five wide and seven or 
eight high ; this s^reat personage was by some 
called a giant by others a witch, I should 
rather conjecture this must have been the 
universal cemetery of the whole race from 
Goliah of Gath to Obrien of the Emerald Isle, 
and from the Witch of Endor to Meg Merrilies. 

Chartham and Swadling Downs, are in- 
dented in all directions, and barrows are more 
numerous than ant-hills. 

Greenstreet Green and Swanscomb have 
also their lines and tumuli. 

Shottington Hill where the windmill stands^ 
is enclosed by a vallum ; and Judde Hill near 
Ospringe is crowned by a rampart and ditch. 
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Of their churches the Kentish Men have 
reason to be proud ; but I have forgotten 
Rochester Cathedral to which let us repair 
before undertaking any parochial excursions. 
Gundulph who was a better architect than 
scholar, and had a main hand in the building, 
is also celebrated as the architect qf the 
Tower of London, not the fortifications, but 
of that Tower which rises up in the midst of 
them, called the White Tower or Citadel, 
and which every Londoner recognizes as the 
veritable Tower of London. 

The temporary poverty of the monastic Or- 
ders always sharpened their wits, and an unfor- 
tunate baker being murdered near Rochester 
just as he had started on a pilgrimage to Jeru- 
salem, they determined in solemn Conclave no 
doubt, that he would make as good a Saint 
as an Archbishop, and an admirable rival to 
Thomas a Becket ; no sooner was the resolu- 
tion formed, than an envoy was despatched 
to Rome, and in due course of time, returned 
with the bull of canonization, and laden in 
addition with so many precious relics, and 
indulgences, that the oblations at the shrine 
of St. William soon filled the treasury with 
gold, the refectory with delicacies^ the 
cellars with wine ; and so clouded the eyes 
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of the holy brethren with miracles and 
visions, that when the labours of the cloisters 
were terminated, they called venison and 
savoury meats from the larder and 

'' Spirits from the vasty deep—" 

which in those days was a splendid groined 
vault, amply stored with Malmsey, Sack and 
rich Tokay. 

The odour of sanctity however proved very 
limited in its influence, for King John plun- 
dered the church without ceremony or discri- 
mination, taking every item to the last pix ; 
and King Oliver cofaverted it into barracks 
for the invincibles of Marston Moor. The 
history of one cathedral is the history of 
all. Saints^ Cardinals, Archbishops and 
Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Deans and Chap- 
ters, built and rebuilt, pardoned and excom- 
municated, recommended penance, but per- 
formed none, and practised all sorts of hete- 
rodoxies tending to establish incontrovertibly 
that he who led a Monk's life was sure M 
live well. Thanks to the Defender of the 
Faith these mummeries are over, but how 
any body of men professing the precepts of 
Christianity could involve the splendid tem- 
ples of the Almighty in the same indiscrimi- 
nate ruin with their abusers, is perfectly incom- 
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prehensible- No kingdom under the papal 
dominion possessed such rich architectural 
works, so many specimens in beautiful mo- 
numental sculpture, such recording brasses, 
as this our native-land, and it is diflficult to 
determine whether the Defender or the Pro- 
tector, best succeeded in displaying that 
insane zeal, which the lovers of so many 
elaborate subjects of art and immaculate 
science^ must for ever mourn and depre- 
cate. Still however abundant objects re- 
inain, to elicit the warmest admiration. 

Although I have rarely sought the remotest 
village church without discovering some 
reward for my pains, you will readily dispense 
with a formal enumeration of the spires, 
towers, shapes and size^ I have met with. I 
will direct you therefore briefly to Stone, 
Cliff, Milton, Murston, Tong, Bapchild, Faver- 
sham, and Maidstone; to Hayes, to see the 
bannerols borne at the public funeral of the 
great Earl of Chatham, Bromley for the monu- 
ment of Dr. Hawksworth, The Adventure; 
The Reculver for its antiquity, St. Mary's 
at Sandwich to read the Churchwarden's 
accounts from 1444, at any time you lack em- 
ployment. St. Martin's-le-Grand, at Dover, 
^0 look for ChurchilFs grave, and to St. Mary's, 
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to read a testimonial of Samuel^Foote ; two 
men as little prepared possibly for such a 
retreat as the history of satire and the drama 
can boast. To Waldershaw to admire the 
most costly and most ugly monument in the 
Kingdom, commemorating Sir Henry Furnese, 
an adherent and great favourite of King 
William of " Glorious memory;" Barfreston 
from its peculiarly curious construction and 
exuberant ornaments of the Anglo Saxon 
period. This church is one of the most re- 
markable for antiquity, design, and execution 
of any in the kingdom ; it is unquestionably 
at least eight centuries old, and was charged 
with the protection of Dover Castle; its sculp- 
tured ornaments are so irregularly beautified, 
that each appears to have been a favour- 
ite and finished study of the artist ; much 
richness and delicacy, are conspicuous in 
every figure and decoration ; the proportions 
are exquisite, the ingenuity imcomparable, 
harmony and uniformity perhaps are in some 
instances absent, but the whole is a charming 
miniature of the proudest days of Anglo Nor- 
man architecture. In viewing it however, due 
allowance must be made for the corrosions of 
time and tlie brush of the village white 
washer. Bridge Church possesses some re- 
markable antique sculptures which no inge- 
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nuity has succeeded in deciphering. The 
famous Richard Hooker was rector of Bish- 
opsbourne as appears by his monument, where 
his bust represents him in cap and gown. 

Folkstone has some curious monuments 
and sculpture so loaded with whitewash that 
neither features nor ornaments can be traced. 
William Langhorne, brother of the author of 
Plutarch, was curate here for many years, 
and judged worthy to be the original of 
Goldsmith's Village Pastor. 

''Whose race was virtue, and whose goal was Heaven.^^ 

Saltwood Church, exclusive of its archi- 
tectural amazements, has a choice item for the 
antiquary, in an old oak chest with a double 
lid and quadruple locks, no doubt the strong 
box of the pilfering old castellain of the adja- 
cent fortress, or the pious priest who depo- 
sited here the price of his indulgencies, a 
path to Heaven invented by Popes and Cardi- 
nals, far exceeding even rail-road expedition 
and infallibility ; this venerable locker would 
make a resplendent vignette for Frognall 
Dibdin. 

Elham Church has a tower unquestionably 
constructed as a temporary fortress, which 
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indeed' was the case with most similar erec- 
tions that we find embattled; it is difficult 
otherwise to account for the taste of connect- 
ing them with edifices dedicated to sacred 
purposes. When predatory excursions were 
as frequent as market days, these temporary 
safeguards were indispensable, particularly 
when no baronial castle or fortified mansion 
ofiered a retreat to the unfortunate tenantry 
and husbandmen. 

The Chapel of Court-up-Street must not 
][)e omitted even at the expense of a day's 
journey; here Elizabeth Barton, the Nun of 
Canterbury and Holy Maid of Kent, began 
those miracles which she terminated at 
Tyburn. 

Mersham Church contains the mausoleum 
of the Knatchbulls, where old Sir Norton and 
his wife Bridget have reposed for upwards of 
two centuries clad in the profiise "toggery" 
of their day, unmoved by all the storms and 
revolutions which have shaken the world 
above them.' 

In Ashford Church there are many elaborate 
monuments of the Smyths^ great, learned, rich, 
and benevolent^'when such men were scarce; 
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and the country much needed them after the 
sweeping Reformation of our last and worst 
Hafry. 

In Chilham Church you will find a very an- 
cient mausoleum of the *Digges/ and a 
modern one for the * Colebrooks' still more 
magnificent. One inscription records the 
virtues of a Dame Margaret, who always went 
out loaded with medicine which relieved all 
' aches, pains^ and agues.' She also cloathed 
the naked,satisfied the hungry, and sheltered 
the houseless^ 

In Chartham Church there is a fine monu- 
ment of Sir William Young in Roman costume, 
by Rysbrack. 

Boughton Aluph has also some good 
monuments^ 

In Eastwell Church the Finches lie fine 
in slashed breeches and farthingales, but the 
most curious object is a tomb of * Richard 
Plantagenet, natural son of Richard the 
Third.' The burial of an individual of 
this name appears in the parish register, 
but all the rest is apocryphal; a long 
tradition attaches to this monument which 
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brings the father and son face to face oifr 
the eve of Bosworth fight, after which the 
young Plantagenet degenerates into a brick- 
teyer, contending against his fate with the 
dignity of a philosopher, and dies a sort of 
anchorite in this parish. 

Goudhurst deserves notice from its very 
commandiug and beautiful wtuation, and also 
lor containing the ashes of the last of the Cole- 
peppers^ whom Sir Thomas Wyatt drew into 
his conspiracy against Queen Mary, and whose 
race of affluence and glory he thus brought to^ 
an untimely and impoverished termination. 

In Cranbrook Church are two pyramidical 
monuments to the unclassical names of 
Roberts and Baker, besides the banners 
and arms of their ancestors. The former 
presents a pedigree that would be creditable 
in Glamorganshire, giving four hundred year& 
of uninterrupted descent, and the whole pe- 
riod the family were resident in this parish. 
Pyramids were once in fashion in England 
as mural monuments, and a very tasteless 
fashion it was. 

East Sutton commemorates the Filmers, 
*he Argalls, and the Randolphs. Within the 
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altar-rails Sir Edward Filmer, his wife Eliza- 
beth who was an Argall, and eighteen chil- 
dren, nine of each sex " claim kindred here 
and have their claims allowed." This lady 
certainly must have proved a great acquisition 
to the family. 

Hunton is more celebrated for its parsonage 
than its church ; it is spoken of by Beattie as 
the * mansion of peace, piety, and cheerful- 
ness ; ' it has been fortunate in having many 
aristocratic rectors — the last, Dr. Porteus^ 
Bishop of London. The situation is emi- 
nently picturesque, the prospects from the 
windows presenting some of the finest land- 
scape scenery in England. 

At Westerham some very pitiful lines record 
the fall of the * Conqueror of Quebec,' who 
was born in the parish, and died at the early 
age of thirty-two. 

At Ulcombe, where we will terminate our 
* meditations amongst the tombs,' the St. 
Ledgers fill the parochial records. They came 
over with the Conqueror, followed Coeur-de- 
Lion to Palestine, figured in the reign of 
King John, fought with Edward the First at 
Carlaverack, and down to the close of our 

Y 2 
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feudal history the echoes of Kent resounde^cf 
to the name of St. Leger ; to them 



the cries of fighting fields were charms/^ 



Of druidical remains, Kits Coty House 
between Maidstone and Rochester, is the 
most attractive. Whether a dwelling, a grave,, 
or a trophy, connoiseurs differ; there is a 
circle of mystical stones at Addington, and 
at Trottescliffe in the next parish some huge 
fragments of a temple. I know not whether 
Horsa's grave be druidical, but at all events 
the Cromlech is gone, and nothing but an 
old pollard in Horsted Wood points to the 
sepulchre of the mighty Saxon. All these 
remains are to be found adjacent to each 
other within the limits of a few miles. 

For the lovers of the marvellous there is the 
mysterious accumulation of human bones in 
the Crypt at Hythe, and some sculls cleft as 
if slain in battle, but there is no credible his- 
tory explaining at whatliime or by what 

" Moving accident of flood or field '^ 

tbey were thus congregated. 
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Dimchurch Wall is a fine specimen of the 
art of an early day, by which Romney Marsh 
became the sheep-fold for the ever-increasing 
metropolis of England, and has been preserved 
by the wise laws and ordinances then enacted 
and which continue to the present time. 

Braborne Lees is remarkable as the very 
worst spot that could have been chosen for 
the fiiuest barracks in the kingdom. 

Old Wives I^ees may be noted for a very 
silly custom. Sir Dudley Digges left an 
ajanuity to be run for every nineteenth of 
May by young maidens and bachelors; a 
ceremony that time has proved, would be 
'*more honoured in the breach than the 
observance." 

In Eastwell Park there is an eminence from 
which the prospects are extensive and beau- 
tiful; the summit forms a plain to which art 
has given an octagonal form, from which eight 
avenues radiate, called the Star Walks, which, 
cutting the fine wood that surrounds the hill 
into vistas, have a very agreeable effect in 
despite of their formality. 

The Kentish people are remarkably credu- 
loys; when the earthquake occurred at Lisbon 
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in 1755, many ponds in the neighbourhood of. 
Tenterden were agitated to the overflow of 
their banks, and a pond at Westerham has a 
similar tradition attached to it ; yet simple as 
these things are, every traveller goes to look 
at them. 

The Biddenden Maids, represented in gin- 
gerbread at fairs and other rural solemnities 
attached in the same manner as we have 
seen the Siamese Twins, were formerly tra- 
ditional^ but since the visit of those inter- 
esting strangers, their story is now received as 
incontrovertible truth. At Heme a similar 
freak of nature is recorded •in the parish 
roister. 

In the Village of Thumham the women are 
proverbial for bearing twins. 

In the vault used by the Ropers beneath 
St. Dunstan's Church, Canterbury, the scull 
of Sir Thomas More is preserved ; after its 
exposure on London Bridge, his daughter ob- 
tained and placed it within an iron grating in 
the family sepulchre. 

The Brass Horn at Sandwich, Queen Eliza- 
beth's Pocket Pistol, the Sword, Keys and 
]H[orn at Dover Castle, roust not be overlooked. 
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The Friedviile Oaks are three beautiful trees, 
«of age defying calculation, and of almost 
incredible dimensions; for distinction they 
have been named, the Majestic^ the Beauty, 
and the Stately ; many a man in England 
would ride five hundred miles to look at 
these fine specimens of the Monarch of the 
Forest. 

" Brompton Pot," near Ecfhing Street, is 
something between Guys porridge pot and the 
falls of Niagara; which, it nearest approxi- 
mates must be proved by ocular demonstra- 
tion; and if disappointed in this Kentish 
cataract, the traveller will find consolation ijn 
"the scenery that surrounds it. 

Joane Bamme is to be seen at Gillingham 
in her winding sheet ; and at Sittingbourne 
is an unknown female in the same becoming 
attire, 

A sumptuous gotbic CSiair is the Lion of 
Rodmersham Church, and the effigies of a 
Knight in black alabaster the rara avis of 
Bough ton Blean. 

At Offham there is a Quintin^ perhaps the 
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only one remaining in the kingdom; Jack 
Straw was born in Peping, in this parish. 

The High Rocks, near Tunbridge Wells 
must not, or rather must be overlooked, for 
that is the best view to take of them. 

The founder of West Wickham Church is 
represented in the imposing charaqter of a 
skeleton in a painted window, and his glassy 
bones in former days were supposed to have 
worked miracles. 

Shakspeare*s Cliff of course the traveller 
will enquire for and visit, but let him take 
heed how he goes, 

'' Lest the brain tnm^ and the deficient sight 
Topple down headlong/' 

At Swingfield is a tottering ruin, now de- 
generated into a shepherd's hut and barn. 
This was the theatre of many notable affairs, 
being a preceptory of the Knights Templars, 
to whom succeeded the 'Knights of Malta; 
and on this stage King John performed the 
humiliating ceremony of resigning his crown 
to the Pope's Legate. 
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In the year 1578, was born in an humble 
dwelling in Folkstone, William Harvey, des- 
tined to be the discoverer of the most im- 
portant fact in physical science — the circu- 
lation of the blood. 

I have a great fancy for effigies, particularly 
those gentlemen with crossed legs, who are 
supposed by this to infer that they had been in 
the Holy Land ; there are many of them in 
this county, scarce a village church but has 
a niche or arch with a mailed warrior stretched 
on his shield and banner, his arms uplifted in 
prayer, or grasping his sword and dagger. 
The brasses too are very numerous and very 
beautiful. The Black Prince at Canterbury 
is a magnificent specimen ; it forms a perfect 
vocabulary of knightly armour; the hawberk, 
the habergeon, the basinet, the camail, the 
jupon, the cyclas, the bawdrick, &c. &c. are 
minutely displayed as if for a lesson to the 
unlearned. I have looked at this until like 
the Danae at Cobham Hall, I have fancied it 
had life. 

The brasses are chiefly of earlier date, and 
on them we have the brassarts, the gauntlets, 
the genouilleres, the surcoat, the haketon, 
the guiges, &c. in short, brasses are perfect 
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representations of the age, and correctly pic- 
ture the costumes of the military^ ecclesi- 
astical and civil orders of society. 

In Stow Church and others, there are effigies^ 
in brass, of priests displaying the sacerdotal 
robes with surprising nicety and finish, viz. 
the alb, the stole, the manuple, the chesible,. 
the dalmatic^ the mitre, the pastoral staff, &c« 

There are several fine effigies of the Cob- 
hams in Shome Church. In Minster Church 
Sheppy a Templar, and a Spanish General, 
one of the invincible Armada ; in Teynham 
Church, a dandy of the seventeenth century f 
in Preston Church, the Bayles are most sump- 
tuous and numerous; at Bough ton Blean, the 
Hawkins, the Roults, and the Pettitts con* 
gregate; at Ightham, Sir Thomas Cawne 
andtheSelbies; atLullingstone, theRokesles^ 
the Peches, and the Harts. In St. Michaels, 
Canterbury, you will find Atwoods, Heads, 
Jacksons, Cranmers, and the Hales ; at Bir- 
chington are the Crisps, Harlackendens, and 
Ropers ; many of which are choked with 
whitewash, and most foully mutilated. 

At the dissolution of nionasteries, and the 
desecration of the church, had the staves oi 
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authority been placed in the hands of indi- 
viduals, who though hostile to idolatry and 
superstition, were disposed to preserve and 
foster works of art, by what inestimable trea- 
sures might every age of the national annals 
be illustrated. From a period preceding 
the conquest to the present hour, the mon- 
archy the magnate, and the gentle of the land 
have lived in brass or alabaster. If the features 
could not be implicitly relied upon, the arms 
they wore, the very swords they wielded in 
battle, the plumes and banners which had 
waved in fields of victory, the gay costumes 
of knighthood and nobility, the costly vest- 
ments of ecclesisLStical orders, the fantastic 
garments of the middle ranks, would all have 
descended to us *iii forms as palpable,' as 
nature, the armourer, and the robe maker had 
created them. Two or three of the larger 
monasteries might have contained in chrono- 
logical order, every effigy necessary for a per- 
fect series ; and to have merited a place in 
such a rank of eminent personages would 
have been the means of stimulating thousands 
to extellence and great achievements. Un- 
happily spoliation alone guided the agents of 
the King, and desolation the fanatics of the 
protectorate, so that little comparatively has 
been left us but mutilated tombs and effigies. 
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disfigured with puerile indifference to great- 
ness, to virtue, or to art. 

The brazen eflSgy of the Prince of Wales^ 
before alluded to, which is exquisitely wrought 
and a fine specimen of the arts of that 
period, represents, it is presumed, a perfect 
model of the illustrious warrior in the field of 
battle ; amateurs discover in the countenance 
and features the acm6 of manly beauty, and 
the expression of every christian virtue ; but 
however deserving of praise as a production of 
genius, what with mustash, camail, and basi- 
net, he must have extraordinary penetration 
indeed who can discover the cardinal virtues 
beneath them; and as to martial qualifica- 
tions, it has always struck me that an indi- 
vidual so built up in steel needed the aid bu|; 
of little moral courage to face his enemies. 

I have not met with many feudal tenures ef 
very peculiar character. The Northwoods 
held the manor of Shorne by the service of 
carrying a white standard in the King's war^. 

West Peckham was held by bearing one 
of the King's Goshawks beyond sea when 
required, from St. Michael to the purifica- 
tion. Wilmington, by finding for the King 
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one pothook for his meat whenever he should 
come within the mai\or ; and the manor of 
Seaton, by providing one man called a vantrer^ 
to lead three greyhounds when the King 
should go to Gascoigne, and till he had 
worn out a pair of shoes, the price of four- 
pence, bought at the King's cost. It is diffi- 
cult to determine whether we are to look upon 
such services as obligations or privileges ; at 
the coronation of George the fourth, when 
the feudal ceremony was adhered to, every 
Service was claimed as a privilege, and those 
were indignant whose suits were negatived ; 
but whether at losingthe honour of displaying 
their loyalty, or the opportunity of seeing the* 
pomps and pageantries we will not investigate 
with great nicety. 

If addicted to vertfi, the stranger may with 
little difficulty obtain admission to the Mu- 
seum at Heppington, where there is a large 
collection of Roman antiquities, urns, patera, 
lachrymatories of various materials, colours, 
and workmanship. At Chatham, when form- 
ing the lines, large quantities of arms were 
found; swords, spear-heads, and fragments of 
armour, which may be seen on enquiry of any 
sergeant you may meet. At Newington^ is 
an enclosure called Crock Field, where large 
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quantities of Roman pottery have been dis- 
covered as the plough and the spade pro- 
gressed ; these are chiefly funeral urns, and 
lachrymatories, the site having been a ceme- 
tery; they are dispersed about the neighbour- 
hood, and may be seen in any house boasting 
more than one chimney. Such things to the 
uninitiated may seem insignificant, and the 
pursuit of them childish, but to a sincere 
FrA.S., the umbo of a shield, a Pelham buckle, 
a selt, or patera, are gems, and he will fall 
down and worship them with the enthusiasm 
of a newly veiled nun. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KENT. 



EPITOME OF AGRICULTURE. 

The M^nof Kent, with much justice, claim 
for their beautiful county the noble appella- 
tion of '' The Garden of England.'* Its 
luxuriant soil, magnificent orchards, and re- 
dundant hop- grounds, support the proud pre- 
tension ; while its verdant meadows^ majestic 
hills, and delicious valleys confirm it. 

Wherever the low of oxen and the bleat of 
sheep are heard, wherever the scythe or the 
reaping-hook sever the golden harvest, whe- 
ther the eye rests upon the bush of the thrush 
and the nightingale, or follows the plough 
through the glebe where the lark constructa 
her lowly nest, all bear testimony of pre- 
leminence of the skill, taste, and industry of 
the yeomanry of this splendid province. 

A sea-girt shore must occasionally be ex- 
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posed to the eflfects of cold winds, but few 
climates of our island are more free from 
objections than that of Kent. 

The superficial contents of the county are 
about nine hundred thousand acres, but the 
geological distinctions are too complicated to 
admit of a tolerably clear localization. 

The soil of East Kent may be classed under 
the comprehensive terms of chalk, loam, and 
clay. 

The chalk is not susceptible of high culti- 
Tation. 

The loams on the contrary admit of the 
most approved. The clays occupy the me- 
dium space, and when neglected yield but 
sparingly; yet if managed with sufiicieut 
capital, and the dung-cart allowed but little 
repose, a suitable return may be anticipated. 

, The Isle of Thanet is the garden of gardens, 
and the agriculturist must be unskilful or in- 
dolent who can have any cause for murmur- 
ing at rent-day or harvest. 

The Isle of Sheppey on the contrary is 
wholly clay, and he who puts his hand to 
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the plough should not look back or meditatei 
too seriously upon his portion of labour ; per- 
severance must be his mottO; 

In West Kent the sides of the hills present 
chalk ; productive when judiciously managed, 
but the summits are only fit for sheep walks* 

The loams occupy the Valleys in various 
depths, and produce corn and hops of pro- 
verbial excellence. 

The low grounds are wet and hungry, and 
bear a good crop only accidentally ; no labour 
seems to meliorate the soil, and no expen-^ 
diture can secure permanent advantages. 

From Greenwich, midway between Dart- 
ford and Gravesend, turnips yield abun- 
dantly ; and there are large districts ot 
gravelly loams, intermixed with sand, adapt- 
ed and generally applied to garden uses for 
the supply of the metropolis. 

Romney Marsh, a stranger to the plough 
or scythe, is an uninterrupted level of thei 
richest pasturage, seldom trodden by heavier 
hoofs than sheep, which fatten here in un- 
numbered flocks 
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The Weald is a reclaimed* forest, poor in 
pasturage, and with indifferent corn land ; and 
unless the upland farm have a reasonable 
apportionment of marsh, the pursuits of agri- 
culture are here but "labour and sorrow" that 
never pass away. Yet with all these varieties 
and inequalities in the value of the land, the 
picturesque beauties of the county prevail, 
the inexperienced eye sees every where the 
same agreeable surface, and under the pleaa^ 
ing delusion beholds a paradise in every 
field, and happiness and riches in every 
grove and furrow. 

But it is not to the surface alone that Kent 
is indebted for its celebrity. In the bowels of 
its much favoured soil it encloses a cure for 
the bowels and anatomy of man. Thus speaks 
the renowned historian of the springs of Tun- 
bridge : '* This water is said to be an impreg* 
nation of rain in some of the neighbouring 
eminences which abound in iron mineral, 
where it is further enriched with the marine 
salts, and all the other valuable ingredients 
that constitute it a light and pure chalybeate, 
which instantly searches the most remote 
recesses of the human frame, warms and 
invigorates the relaxed constitution, restores 
the weakened fibres to their due tone 
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and elasticity, removes those obstructions 
to which the minute vessels of the body 
are liable, and is consequently adapted to 
most chronical disorders, lowness of spirits, 
weak digestion and nervous complaints.'^ 
Spirits of Bossey, Brodum and Eady^ appear j 
appear ! ! Morison thou mighty hygeist^ thy 
pills are as valueless as numberless !! .! 

Nature has always been bountiful to this 
county ; the fine tracts of land which now 
furnish the nation with beef and mutton, and 
supply the necessities of the inward man^ 
were ancient havens for her navies and her 
commerce ; and she still retains the blessings 
of many beautiful and inestimable streams j 
in the first class are the Thames and the 
Medway ; and in the more subordinate, the 
Rother, the Stour, the Cray, the Ravensborne 
and the Darent. 

Freehold estates are more numerous and 
subdivided in Kent, and feudal tenures more 
rare than in any other county in Englandi 
which is a prodigious advantage, and accounts 
very materially for the advanced state of all 
its agricultural improvements. The exist- 
ence of the law of Gavelkind also very much 
qualifies the operations of entail, by distrj- 

z 9 
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billing the lands of a deceased father among 
all his sons, and of a brother among his 
brethren. 

The mansions of the nobility are very 
numerous in Kent, but there is not one I 
should class with Alnwick Castle, Castle How- 
ard, or Belvoir Castle. Penshurst approxi- 
mates the nearest, but it is in ruins. Marquis 
Camden's demesne is extensive, but displays 
no princely state ; and Lord Romney's has 
little more than situation to recommend it, 
but we mean to examine this subject here- 
after, and shall find (although there exists no 
overwhelming aristocracy,) many excellent 
and patriotic individuals, zealous in promo- 
ting the best interests of their country and 
every branch of rural industry. 

There is scarcely any .thing so defective 
in this kingdom as the houses and append- 
ages of the farms ; it is seldom one is to be 
met with that bespeaks an original design or 
shews any proof of having been erected for 
an express purpose ; and the domestic offices, 
and farming buildings, partake of the same 
imperfection. Sometimes we find the best 
.tenant on a nobleman's estate residing in a 
fragment of the old baronial castle, at another 
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in a remnant of an Elizabethan hall, or in 
a place composed of all sorts of excrescences 
and anomalies, without i)rder, comfort or 
affinity. The external buildings stand as if 
dropped from the clouds out of the great 
Nassau balloon. This reproach is not ap- 
plicable to landholders only, but to the occu- 
pants of their own freeholds. The yeomanry 
condescend to abide in very humble dwellings, 
crowd their families into very inadequate 
apartments, and disj)ense with the luxuries 
their station fully entitles them to enjoy j 
they patch, sustain, and increase their 
buildings without any better professional 
assistance than the village carpenter, and 
seldom look further than their own span of 
existence; consequently neither taste, grace 
nor durability characteriTie the additions they 
reluctantly make, and a rigid parsimony is 
visible in all th«y do ; they have no idea of 
decoration, and seemingly proceed upon the 
principle that human dwellings^ 

'^ Arc but piggeries of a larger growth.^ 

The Duke of Bedford, at Woburn Abbey^r 
and the Earl of Abergavenny, at Bridge 
Castle have set splendid examples in rural 
architecture, and if the gentlemen of Eng- 
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l?tncl and our bold yeomen would follow 
them upon a moderate scale, our pride in 
the land we live in would be immeasurably 
increased. 

The reasons already given as to the geolor- 
gical division of this county are equally ap- 
plicable to rent. It is impracticable to name 
a ratio for any given space, particularly in 
the hop districtSi where arable lands Are 
treated like pavper acres, and nothing ex- 
pended upon them that can possibly be 
avoided ; rent in fact varies from five shillings 
to five pounds per acre, it would therefore be 
presumptuous to ofier an opinion upon the 
average. 

As to the expenses and profits of agricuU 
ture, all the calculations I have met with are^ 
wholly fallacious. Capital is the grand secret, 
and without it, neither skill nor local advant- 
age can render farming profitable?. 

T^he turn-wrest plough to a Kentish farmer, 
is like the Indian's tomahawk, his " all in 
all," and he will consent to no innovation ; 
drill husbandry has hdweveir been hailed with 
6 degree of rapture, and the man who broad- 
casts from choice is set down for an incorrigi- 
ble barbarian. 
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Their wagons or hutches, to use the ver- 
nacular tongue, are by no means perfect 
machines J but the same construction descends 
from generation to generation, as if they con* 
sidered that an instrument of husbandry like 
the '' human form divine" was susceptible oi 
no improvement from the hand of man. 

In the Weald they use what is termed 
a tug, a sort of skeleton wagon strikingly 
patriarchal ill its appearance, and wonderfully 
defective for useful purposes. 

Their barley and oats are mown and they 
display great dexterity in the use of the 
scythe, their gathering rakes are drawn by 
horses, and the roller is in very general use. 

The implements peculiar to the hop grounds 
consist besides the oast or kiln, of a shim, a 
harrow adapted to run between the binds, a 
peeler, a hop-dog, picking baskets, &c* 

Thrashing mills are not much patronised^ 
whether from prejudice against machinery or 
objection to the process I cannot say. 

The hedges and ditches are excellent ; some 
enclosing hop grounds are of prodigiojutst 
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height ; and for plashing, clipping, and other 
neat processes, the men of Kent and Kentish 
men defy all competitors. Their labourers are 
excellent ploughmen and take great care of 
their horses ; rather more than their masters 
sometimes approve ; not by favouring them 
vrith too much food, but with too little work ; 
it is astonishing how they pet the cattle and 
shun the furrow when the master's eye is 
^verted. 

It is superfluous to add at the present day 
that a good farmer seldom adopts fallowing 
but when inevitable. The cold wet clays 
however cannot dispense with such intervals 
of cropping. 

Their produce is as manifold as the stars. 

Wheat — brown, yellow, white, egg-shell, 
hoary, new-hoary, great-hoary, old-hoary, 
nonpareil, pillbeam, square ear,, velvet ear, 
privets and bearded. 

Beans— common ticks, flat ticks, small 
ticks, french ticks^ may-beans, garden beans, 
black speckles, and red speckles, the Wind- 
sor, the long-pod, Spanish, lisbon, mazagan 
^ndtokersi* 
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Oats — poland, tartarian, Siberian, devon- 
sliire, black, red, and grey. 

Pease— dwarfs, polts, nutmegs, duns, sut- 
tons, shepherds, pumpions, marrowfats, and 
charltons. 

TcRNiPS — red, white and green, round, tan^ 
kard, and taps, not forgetting the swedes. 

Barley, Hops, Canary, Raddish, Colewert, 
Tares in all their varieties, green crops ad 
infinitum, woad, madder, and subordinates of 
every degree. 

Although abounding in meadow and pas- 
turage, the marshes alone containing upwards 
of eightj^ilhousand acres, in the dairy depart- 
ment, Kent yields the palm to Essex, and the 
farmers prefer buying good Cheshire in Lon- 
don, to making bad at Canterbury and Maid- 
stone ; and feeding to breeding. 

It is worth a ride from Grand Cairo to see 
the orchards when in bloom, and the hops 
before picking. Poets may sing of the 

^' Vine covered hills and the rich smiling valleys of France/' 
but find me a description any where that can 
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exceed the beauties of the county of Kent 
in the Spring and Autumn. Round about 
Maidstone, and from thence through Water- 
ingbury* to Tunbridge, is one of the most 
delightful scenes in nature; but not produced 
without great application, abundant capital 
and considerable anxiety. Failure, or a super- 
abundance in a crop of apples or cherries are 
equally dreaded by the grower of fruits; 
being perishable commodities, to market they 
must go, and it is useless chaffering about 
prices. 

Apples, cherries, and filberts are the chief 
dependance of orcharders, but currants, goose- 
berries, and rasberries are also articles of 
importance. Cider is made for domestic use, 
but Kent has no character for this sigreeable 
beverage ; her forte lies in table fruits, and 
the vicinity of London renders the pursuit 
Very productive. It is diflBcult to estimate 
the produce of an orchard in a favourable 
year, but stories are recorded too incredible 
for admission into these cursory observations* 

Gravesend is celebrated for all kinds of 
vegetables, more particularly for asparagus, 
anil the value of the land ranges from two 
pounds to ten pounds per acre. The pricea 
of fruit are very arbitrary. 
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TT he hop gitJunds round Canterbury' are in 
the highest repute^ Maidstone comes next, 
but many are equal to them in various parts 
of the county, where the gardens are superin- 
tended by intelligent men, and the soil and 
aspect judiciously selected. Lord Romney 
has a remarkably fine garden of upwards of 
forty acres, upon which he spares no expense^ 
his object being one would imagine to pro- 
duce the best hops rather than the greatest 
profit* Alderman Lucas, at Wateringbury^ 
may be justly proud of his hop grounds and 
Orchards; indeed his whole domain is one of 
the most splendid festates for produce, and 
little inferior in general character to any in 
the county. I doubt whether he have an aero 
of second rate quality in his possession. In 
May his territory displays one mass of bloom, 
ftnd in Autumn may be said to rival the Gar- 
den of the Hesperides. 

The expense of cultivating hops is very 
heavy, and the remuneration precarious. 

The average produce is estimated at eight 
or ten hundred weight per acre, so that in a 
good year a tenant may earn more than the 
fee simple of the land, which has frequently 
occurred. Those days however are fled, che- 
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mistry and bvewers' druggists having pro Juced 
so many substitutes, that it is not likely prices 
will ever rally to what the)^ have been. 

The growth of wood land for hop-poles has 
becomea very favourite object ; like most other 
things the mode of management has improved, 
and the pursuit is not only profitable but very 
interesting. Chesnut, from the rapidity of its 
growth, is fast superseding ash, and other 
species formerly preferred ; some underwoods^ 
on the Summer Hill Estate near Tunbridge, 
have produced forty pounds per acre. Lord 
Romney has made fifty pounds, and Sir 
Charles Middleton (n6w Lord Barham) of 
an entire chesnut plantation, one hundred 
pounds per acre. 

There are in the western part of Kent at 
least fifteen thousand acres of MOod lands, 
chiefly producing hop-poles. The soil pre- 
ferred is a gravelly loam, and if a fall can be 
effected once in ten or twelve years, the ad- 
vantages are adequate to the time, capital, 
and labour bestowed ; but it is quite absurd 
to form extravagant expectations; a patch 
here and there may astonish its owner, and 
encourage his neighbours to try the same ex- 
periment, but a fair average is all that can be 
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depended upon. Seasons affect woods as 
\vell as corn fields; age makes its inroads 
upon them, wet prejudices their growth, an 
injudicious use of the bill may ruin them, 
and without careful replenishment they will 
perish. All these considerations entail heavy 
charges, and markets may be glutted with 
hop-poles as well as with hops. 

The Commons are numerous but not exten- 
sive, being twenty-six in number, and com- 
puted at no more than twenty thousand acres ; 
but I think Bromley Common, Bexley Heath, 
and some others have been enclosed since 
this estimate was published, and if what 
remain be no better than the two above men- 
tioned, it is a pity to deprive the geese and 
donkeys of their privilege of free warren. 

There is also a considerable extent of bog 
in this county of which the proprietors have 
not courage to undertake the drainage, 
notwithstanding the golden promises held out 
to them by many writers in the agricultural 
reports. Perhaps they want faith, or having 
faith want money, or having money, think it 
bad usury to bury it in swamps ; the process 
is however simple and effectual, and converts 
the unprofitable morass into a firm rich soil 
of the most prolific character. 
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The manures are rotten daiig from the 
farm yard, sheep folding, chalk, turf-ashes, 
coal-ashes, sea-weed, soot, woollen-rags, and 
lime, with sprats and herrings for the hop 
grounds. These are expensive to obtain, 
but infallible succedaneums, and produce as 
good coin as her Majesty's Mint. 

The drill and the hoe impart to Kentish 
farms the appearance of gardens, the latter 
is going from '* morn to dewy eve" in sum- 
mer days; and the farmer who suffers his 
lands to be disfigured with charlock and 
x)ther weeds, is treated as a " Paria/' the 
Men of Kent repudiate him, and the Kentish 
Men reject him* 

The heavy cattle grazed in Kent are all 
alien breeds^ they have in fact none of their 
4)wn ; they import from Wales j Scotland and 
X)ther parts. Oxen for the plough are brought 
from Sussex, their cows from Suffolk, Alder- 
jiey, or Yorkshire, as best suits the land. 

Stall feeding with oil cake is partially 
:adopted^ more particularly by hop growers 
with a view to a large accumulation of 
inanure« 
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Romney Marsh Sheep are in good re^ 
pute at Smithfield and other markets, but 
large flocks from the South Downs, Wilt- 
shire, Dorsetshire, &c„ are brought there to 
fatten, and answer remarkably well ; the best 
methods of breeding, rearing and feeding, I 
will not attempt to investigate, the most 
accomplished graziers have their own pecu- 
liarities, which each thinks the best, and 
the subject is too abstruse for a ^citizen of 
JJiOndon. 

Black horses of the old Kentish breed, 
crossed with the Flemish, are favourites, 
they are taken much care of, and nothing 
gratifies a farmer more than to see his team 
attract the notice of a stranger; they are 
well harnessed, and when dressed with bells, 
as is customary where the roads are narrow, 
form rather a picturesque object ; and th^ 
music is in keeping with rural scenery ; they 
are sheltered in good stables and regularly 
stalled down at night ; if workjsd hard, which 
is usually their lot, they are kindly cherished, 
have excellent food, and are cheered to their 
work by a whistle or provincial ditty, with 
no other assistance from the whip than a 
cracking of the thong to keep them on the 
alert. I have frequently sat upon a style to 
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listen to a sort of conversation some of the 
drivers seem to hold with their pet horses, 
and it really appears to sweeten the hours of 
labour both with man and beast. It is a rare 
circumstance to see a horse ill used, and 
their docility approaches almost to reason. 

Hogs are reared upon all the farms, but no 
particular breed seems to have a preference, 
it is quite a matter of accident. The stubbles 
in the arable districts, and the acorns in the 
weald appear to suit them remarkably well, 
whether from Berkshire, Hampshire, China, 
** Nova Zembla or the Lord knows where." 

Kent was among the foremost in esta- 
blishing agricultural societies to promote emu- 
lation, encourage industry, general knowledge 
and experiments, improvement of waste lands, 
the breed of stock, implements, and every other 
rational pursuit incidental to rural occupa- 
tions ; but they appear to have enjoyed a very 
ephemeral existence, and to have fallen into 
general neglect. 
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